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Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Missisquoi  County  Historical  Society, 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  M.  C. 
H.  Society  Was  held  in  the  Town 
Hall  at  Bedford,  on  the  27th  day 
of  August,     1910. 

Among  those  present  were:  Hon. 
Judge  McCorkill,  Quebec;  John 
P.  Noyes,  Rev.  Rural  Dean 
W.  P.  R.  Lewis,  and  Mrs.. 
Whitfield,  Cowansville;  Hon.  P. 
S.  G.  MacKenzie,  Provincial 
Treasurer,  Richmond  ;  Mr.  V. 
Jenkins,  St.  Armand;  Mr.  Chas. 
S.  Moore,  Mrs.  Theodora  Moore, 
Miss  Beatrice  Blinn,  W.  N.  Mar- 
tin-dale and  F.  Martindale,  Stan- 
bridge  East;  A.  A.  Ayer,  Mont- 
real; E.  R.  Smith,  St.  Johns  ; 
Mrs.  Graves,  Barbadoes;  Rev.  H. 
Plaisted;  Dunham;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.  S.  Walbridge,  J.  H.  Capsey 
and  Robert  McKee,  Mystic;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  R.  T.  Hazard,  Jefferson, 
Texas;  A.  H.  Holden,  Frelighs- 
burg;  Mrs,  S.  A.  C.  Morgan,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harbison,  Rev.  H.  T. 
Duckworth,  Mr.  and  Miss  Currie, 
Mr.  W.  A.  Sheltus,  Mrs.  McCarty, 
the  Misses  Stevens,  Mr.  George 
Capsev,  Mr.  J.  H.  Gwyn,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  F.  W.  Jones,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
F.  C.  Saunders,  Mr.  D.  W.  Parker, 
Mrs.  Butler,  Mrs.  S.  Coslett,  Mrs. 
Creller  and  Miss  Harbison  of 
Bedford;  Rev.  Mr.  Robinson,  rec- 
tor of  Clarenceville,  and  many 
others. 

Letters,  of  regret  at  being  unable 
to  attend  were  received  from  Hon. 
Judge  Lynch,  founder  of  the  Soci- 
ety, Rev.  E.  M.  Taylor,  of  the 
Brome  Society,  and  F.  X.  A. 
Giroux,  Esq.,  advocate,  Vice-Pres- 
ident of  the  Society. 

The  chair  was  taken  by  His 
Lordship,  Judge  McCorkill,  Pres- 
ident   of  the    Society,  who    called 


upon  the  Secretary  to  read  the 
minutes  of  the  last  annual  meet- 
ing. It  was  thereupon  moved,  sec- 
onded and  carried,  that  inasmuch 
as  the  minutes  of  that  meeting 
had  already  been  printed  in  the 
annual  report,  their  reading  be 
dispensed  with. 

The  President  thereupon  deliver- 
ed his  annual  address  as  follows: 

PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen  :— I  extend  to 
you  a  very  hearty  welcome  to  what  I 
believe  is  our  seventh  annual  meeting, 
(for  during  three  years  or  more  the  so- 
ciety slumbered)  and  I  thank  you  sin- 
cerely for  turning  out  in  such  numbers. 
At  our  last  annual  meeting  I  felt  con- 
strained to  humbly  offer  my  apologies  to 
the  friends  and  members  who,  at  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  1908,  had  done  me  the 
honor  to  elect  me  their  president,  for  I 
had  during  my  year  of  office,  done  little 
to  further  the  aims  and  objects  of  the 
society.  I  promised,  if  re-elected,  and  I 
really  wished  for  re-election,  that  I  would 
at  least  make  an  effort  to  retrieve  my- 
self and  do  something,  in  co-operation 
with  those  active  spirits  to  whose  efforts, 
since  the  society's  reorganization,  it  had 
really  justified  its  existence  and  the  ap- 
peals which  it  makes  for  public  support. 
Whether  I  have,  in  a  measure,  justified 
the  renewal  of  your  confidence,  you  are 
in  the  best  position  to  judge.  I  may  say 
for  myself  that  what  I  have  done  has  giv- 
en me  very  great  pleasure  and  no  little 
profit  ;  it  has  aroused  in  me  a  most  ac- 
tive and  enthusiastic  desire  for  the  ful- 
lest knowledge  possible,  of  the  history  of 
this  my  native  county — not  only  of  what 
I  may  term  the  great  events  which  oc- 
curred within  its  borders,  but  also  of  the 
minor  incidents  in  the  life  of  its  pion- 
eers and  their  more  immediate  successors. 
I  feel  that  my  experience  in  this  respect 
fully  justifies  Goethe's  remark  that  "the 
best  thing  wiiich  we  derive  from  history 
is  the   enthusiasm   that   it  raises   in  us." 

THE  PAST  YEAR. 

The  past  year  has  been  pregnant  with 
most  important  national  events  and  some 
important  local  events. 

On  the  sixth  dav  of  May  last,  the 
British   Empire   lost   its   most   highly   es- 
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teemed  and  beloved  sovereign,  and  the 
world  lost  its  greatest  friend  and  peace 
maker,  in  the  passing  away,  alter  only 
a  few  days  illness,  of  the  great  and 
good  King  Edward  VII.,  recognized 
throughout  the  world  as  the  most  potent 
influence  in  the  preservation  of  peace  and 
good  will  among  the  civilized  nations  of 
the  world.  Could  the  news  of  the  catas- 
trophe have  reached  every  part  of  the 
civilized  world  at  the  same  moment  (so 
universal  was  the  shock  to  the  nations) 
the  heart  of  the  world  would  have  ceas- 
ed, for  a  space,  to  beat.  This  society, 
composed  as  it  is,  principally,  of  loyal 
sons  and  daughters  of  Missisquoi,  heard 
of  the  great  loss  to  the  Empire,  when  as 
we  know,  it  was  passing  through  a  great 
national  political  crisis,  with  the  most 
profound   sorrow   and   anxiety. 

I  venture  lu  say  in<u  in  no  part  of 
the  British  Empire,  at  home  or  within 
the  Dominions  beyond  the  seas,  was  there 
more  profound  sorrowr  than  in  this  great 
Dominion,  in  this  historical  and  romantic 
province  and  in  this  beautiful  and  pros- 
perous county.  The  fact  is  no  circum- 
stance can  happen,  which  may  tend  to 
or  doss  menace  the  Empire's  integrity, 
its  peace  or  its  prosperity,  that  will  not 
find  a  responsive,  an  anxious  and  sympa- 
thetic heart-beat  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth   of   this   great   Dominion. 

In  testimony  of  the  great  world-sym- 
pathy in  Great  Britain's  loss,  tne  great- 
est funeral  cortege  followed  the  remains 
of  its  beloved  sovereign  to  its  last  rest- 
ing place,  among  his  illustrious  predeces- 
sors, that  the  world  has  ever  seen. 
Crowned  heads,  princes  of  the  blood, 
the  flower  of  the  spiritual  and  temporal 
nobility,  great  commoners,  the  army,  the 
navy,  civillians,  all  paying  homage  to  the 
man  who,  more  than  any  other  single  in- 
fluence, had  brought  about  harmony,  good 
will,  a  sympathetic  understanding,  an 
entente  cordiale  out  of  what  looked  dang- 
erously like   a   fast   approaching  chaos. 

The  '  British  sovereignty  is  never  vac- 
ant. With  the  passing  of  King  Edward 
came  the  advent  of  his  son  and  heir 
King;  George  V.  In  the  same  breath  we 
cry  :  "The  King  is  dead",  and  we  ac- 
claim :    "Long   Live   the   King." 

FATHER  AND  SON. 

This  is  not  the  occasion  for  comment 
on  or  contrast  between  these  two  Kings, 
father  and  son.  King  George  was  not  so 
well  known  to  the  nations  of  the  Empire 
as  King  Edward.  The  latter  had,  as 
Prince  of  Wales,  for  vears  prior  to  his 
accession  to  the  throne,  performed  many 
of  the  functions  of  a  sovereign— he  had 
been  constantly  before  the  people  ;  they 
knew  him  well,  they  loved  him  devotedly 
and   they    trusted    dim   unreservedly. 

King;  George,  at  no  time  in  his  prince- 
ly r-aref-r,  had  teen  required  to  act  as  the 
substitute  for  the  sovereign,  in  the  sense 
that  his  father  had.  He  had  had  few 
opportunities  of  showing  his  qualities  for 
the  high  office  which  he,  sooner  or  later, 
would  be  called  upon  to  fill.  But  on  such 
occasion-;  as  he  did  appear  before  the  pub- 
lic,   whether   at   home   or   during   his  visits 


to  the  Dominions  beyond  the  seas,  he 
impressed  everyone  as  a  man  of  thought- 
ful disposition,  of  keen  observation,  of 
original  thought  and  of  a  rare  power  of 
speech  and  eloquence.  High  expectations, 
though  not  unmixed  with  anxiety,  owing 
to  the  political  crisis  then  pending  in  the 
home  government,  were  entertained  of  his 
judgment  and  discretion,  and  it  is  a 
great  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  say  that 
his  conduct  of  affairs,  thus  far,  has  jus- 
tified our  highest  hopes.  We  fervently 
pray  "Long  live  the  King  !"  God  save 
the  King  !  may  his  reign  be  a  long  and 
a  happy  one,  and  may  no  circumstance 
occur  at  home  or  abroad,  in  domestic  or 
in  foreign  affairs,  which  shall  in  the 
slightest  degree  weaken  our  great  Em- 
pire, or  diminish  its  power  and  influence 
among   the   great   nations   of   the   world. 

COMING  NEARER,  HOME. 

We  have  suffered  the  loss  of  some  of 
our  prominent  and  influential  citizens— 
notably  the  Hon.  Senator  George  Bar- 
nard Baker,  M.A.  (Bishop's  College)  K.C. 
and  for  almost  four  decades  a  prominent 
factor  in  the  public  life  of  our  county, 
our  province  and  our  Dominion.  A  con- 
cise sketch  of  his  career  appears  in  the 
fourth  report  of  the  society  with  por- 
trait. 

The  society  has  not  been  inactive  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  as  appears  by  the  last 
report,  issued  by  it  in  July.  I  may  say 
to  you  en  passant,  Ladies  and  Gentle- 
men, that  500  of  these  reports  were  pub- 
lished, and  that  our  esteemed  Secretary- 
Treasurer  still  has  sufficient  copies  on 
hand  to  supply  you  each  with  one,  if  you 
have  not  already  secured  one,  at  $1.00, 
which  includes  the  annual  membership  fee, 
and  as  many  more  copies  as  you  may  re- 
quire for  friends,   at   75  cents  each. 

The  society,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  has 
still  cause  to  complain  of  the  general 
indifference  of  Missisquans  to  its  aims, 
objects  and  transactions.  This  is  not 
only  evidenced  by  a  lack  of  attendance  at 
our  meetings,  but  also  by  the  lack  of 
material  aid,  through  the  payment  of  the 
annual  membership  fee  of  $1.00,  and  oth- 
erwise. 

I  wish  to  say  that  this  fee  must  not 
be  looked  upon  as  a  gratuity,  for  in  my 
humble  opinion,  having  some  knowledge 
of  how  much  historical  information  can 
be  obtained  for  $1.00,  we  deliver  to  you 
the  full  value  of  vour  unit,  when  we  hand 
you   a  report  in   exchange  therefor. 

THE   SELBY   LAKE   PICNIC. 

In  order  to  try  and  attract  more  at- 
tention to  our  society,  we  decided  to 
hold  a  picnic  at  Selby  Lake,  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  and  picturesque  spots  in 
the  county,  on  the  11th,  of  August  in- 
stant. Notwithstanding;  unfavorable  wea- 
ther conditions,  several  hundred  of  our 
people,  men,  women  and  children,  gather- 
ed on  the  north  shore  of  the  lake,  and 
we  had  a  very  happy  time  until  a  down- 
pour of  rain  scattered  the  picnickers  in 
everv  direction  where  shelter  could  be  ob- 
tained. After  dinner  your  president  call- 
ed the  assembly  to   order  in  a  short  ad- 
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dress  giving  particulars  of  the  organiza- 
tion, its  aims  and  objects,  the  work 
which  it  had  thus  far  accomplished, 
an  outline  of  further  work  to  be 
done,  and  called  for  the  co-operation 
and  support  of  everyone  present.  Short 
addresses  were  then  given  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Justice -Lynch,  the  founder  of  the  So- 
ciety, Mr.  A.  L.  Watson,  Rev.  E.  M. 
Taylor,  Rev.  W.  P.  R.  Lewis  and  Charles 
M.  Cotton.  Illness,  the  summer  holidays 
or  business  engagements  prevented  the  at- 
tendance of  the  following  "Missisquoi  old 
boys,"  of  Montreal  :  Lt.  Col.  Hibbard, 
A.  A.  Ayer,  George  Montgomery  and  G. 
Harold   Baker. 

I  trust  that  next  summer  another  pic- 
nic may  be  held  in  some  other  suitable 
part  of  the  county  when  a  special  effort 
must  be  made  to  procure  the  attendance 
of  "Missisquoi  old  boys"  from  Montreal 
and  elsewhere,  who  were  unable  to  be 
with  us  this  year, 

APPROPRIATE    ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

I  wish  to  publicly  acknowledge  the 
great  indebtedness  of  this  society,  during 
the  past  year,  to  the  devotion  and  the 
work  of  Mrs.  Theodora  Moore  of  the 
Women's  branch,  and  of  Mr.  John  P. 
Noyes,  K.  C,  both  ex-presidents.  To 
them  is  principally  due  the  credit  for 
the  preparation  of  the  4th  report  for 
publication.  In  the  name  of  the  Society, 
in  the  name  of  Missisquans  whether  they 
belong  to  the  society  or  not,  I  wish  to 
thank  them  both,  but  particularly  Mr. 
Noyes,  who  is  a  native  of  our  sister 
county  of  Brome,  for  the  zeal  and  enter- 
prise which  they  threw  into  their  work.  As 
long  as  we  have  the  co-operation  and 
labor  and  encouragement  of  these  two 
estimable  members  the  transactions  of 
the  Society  will  not  be  permitted  to 
slumber. 

WHAT  OF   THE   FUTURE? 

And  now,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  what 
of  the  future  ?  I  feel  we  should  not  slack- 
en our  energies  until  we  have  obtained 
all  the  historical  information  possible 
from  every  available  source,  from  the 
archives  at  Ottawa,  Quebec,  the  Court 
House,  the  registry  office,  the  offices  of 
the  secretary  treasurers  of  the  county 
and  municipalities  and  school  boards, 
and  from  the  homes  of  our  people.  We 
have  made  a  beginning  in  the  reports 
which  have  been  issued,  but  I  assure  you 
it  is  only  a  beginning.  We  should  not 
rest  satisfied  until  we  have,  besides  his- 
torical data,  as  many  portraits  as  pos- 
sible of  the  old  buildings  and  land  marks 
which  contributed  to  the  life,  the  enter- 
prise and  the  development  of  each  mu- 
nicipality and  of  the  county.  We  should 
aim  to  have  the  portraits  and  a  short 
sketch  of  every  man  who  represent- 
ed the  county  in  parliament,  from  1792 
to  the  present  time,  whether  its 
limits  were  as  they  are  now,  or  they 
formed  part  of  a  much  larger  unit  ; 
of  the  judges  who  were  assigned  to  and 
resided  in  the  district,  and  of  those  who 
merely  presided  over  our  judicial  work 
in  the  court  house  at  Sweetsburg  or    at 


Bedford  and  Farnham  ;  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  our  municipal  system,  with  por- 
traits and  sketches  of  the  various  ward- 
ens who  presided  over  the  county  affairs; 
the  organization,  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  the  municipal  government  of 
each  township  or  parish,  with  portraits 
and  sketches  of  the  mayors  and  council- 
lors. The  same  with  respect  to  the 
school  boards,  both  catholic  and  Protes- 
tant. An  important  organization  in  each 
of  the  counties  of  the  Dominion  is  the 
Agricultural  Society.  We  must  have  a 
concise  account  of  the  organization  and 
development  of  our  society,  with  por- 
traits and  sketches  of  those  who  figured 
more  prominently  in  spreading  their  in- 
fluence in  the  county.  Besides  all  these 
and  kindred  subjects,  we  would  like  to 
have  as  complete  a  history  of  the  var- 
ious churches  and  religious  denominations 
of  the  county  as  possible.  Some  of  the 
congregations  have  developed  wonder- 
fully since  the  pioneer  days,  the  most 
notable  instance  being  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic Church  of  Farnham.  My  earliest  re- 
collection of  a  Roman  Catholic  Church 
there  was  a  low  rough  board  whitewash- 
ed edifice.  Since  then,  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, two  or  three  churches  have  been 
erected,  the  present  one  being  one  of 
the  most  magnificent  churches,  both  with 
respect  to  its  exterior  and  to  its  inter- 
ior, that  is  to  be  found  outside  the  larg- 
er cities  of  the  province.  On  the  other 
hand  some  congregations  have  ceased  to 
exist,  notably  at  Farnham  Centre.  In  my 
boyhood  days  there  were  two  flourishing 
congregations  at  Farnham  Centre  ;  the 
one  with  a  prosperous  church,  the  other 
with  a  mission  house  supplied  from  West 
Farnham.  It  is  true  that  both  of  these 
buildings  were  situated  in  the  county  of 
Brome,  but  they  were  within  a  stone's 
throw  of  the  county  of  Missisquoi,  and 
their  congregations,  more  particularly  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  were  composed 
of  residents  of  Missisquoi.  A  large  num- 
ber of  them  were  comprised  in  a  Scotch 
settlement  which  has  practically  disap- 
peared and  been  succeeded  by  French- 
Canadians.  The  histories  of  two  or 
three  churches  are  to  be  found  in  one  or 
other  of  our  reports.  We  wTould  like  the 
histories  of  all  our  churches.  I  feel  the 
day  is  not  very  far  distant  when  the 
same  result  will  happen  with  respect  to 
others,  as  has  happened  to  those  of  Farn- 
ham Centre,  and  now  is  the  time  to  gath- 
er up  the  material  necessary  for  compil- 
ation of  these  histories.  I  trust  the  next 
report  will  contain  the  portrait  and  a 
sketch  of  the  life  and  work  of  the  late 
Bishop  Stewart,  who  figured  so  promi- 
nently at  one  time  in  the  social  and  re- 
ligious life  of  St.   Armand. 

PROPOSED.  HOME  FOR  THE  SOCIETY 

Shortly  after  I  was  elected  president 
for  the  first  time,  I  received  a  letter 
from  a  native  of  the  county,  who  occu- 
pies a  prominent  position  in  the  adjoin- 
ing Republic,  and  who  takes  a  keen  and 
active  interest  in  the  transactions  of 
the  society  that  I  should  signal  my 
term  of  office  by  the  erection  of  a  home 
for  the  society  in  the  capital  of  the  coun- 
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ty.  Our  sister  society  of  Brome  has  not 
only  been  fortunate  in  having  two  such 
active  executive  officers  as  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Justice  Lynch  and  the  Rev.  Ernest  M. 
Taylor,  but  it  also  has  been  fortunate  in 
having  donated  to  it  a  very  substantial 
and  comfortable  home  in  Knowlton,  the 
capital  of  the  county.  I  am  afraid  if 
Missisquoi  is  to  have  a  home,  it  will 
have  to  be  of  a  more  modest  character, 
and  will  have  to  depend  entirely  upon 
the  subscriptions  and  the  generosity  of 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  county 
generally  and  of  their  friends.  I  have 
not  yet  felt  that  I  could  undertake  a 
movement  towards  the  securing  of  such  a 
building,  but  I  do  not  look  upon  such  a 
proposal  as  entirely  hopeless.  We  must 
in  the  meantime,  I  think,  try  and  ex- 
Tend  the  power  of  the  society's  influence. 
I  am  of  opinion  we  must  bend  our  efforts 
firstly  to  interest  the  general  public  in 
the  aims  and  objects  of  the  society,  in 
order  that  we  mav  obtain  through  them 
historical  incidents,  portraits  and  biog- 
raphies relating  to  the  various  municipal- 
ities of  the  county.  After  that,  or  even 
after  we  make  a  good  start  in  that  di- 
rection, I  think  it  will  be  quite  in  order 
to  start  a  movement  for  a  museum. 

Of  course  it  is  well  known  that  relics 
of  the  farms  and  various  activities  of  the 
county  will  be  very  thankfully  received 
and  given  a  temporary  home  by  the  sec- 
retary of  the  society.  One  has  only  to 
look  at  the  various  reports  which  have 
been  issued,  to  find  lists  of  those  which 
have  already  been  donated  to  the  society. 
Moreover,  many  Missisquoi  relics  have 
found  a  temporary  home  in  the  museum 
of  the  Brome  County  Historical  Society, 
which  will  restore  them  to  us  when  we 
have   a   permanent   place   for   them. 

SUBJECTS  FOR  FUTURE  REPORTS. 

It  is  well,  T  think,  that  wTe  should  keep 
before  us  the  various  subjects  upon 
which  articles  should  be  written  for  fu- 
ture reports.  If  wre  keep  these  subjects 
in  mind  we  will  find  that  new  informa- 
tion upon  them  is  constantly  coming  be- 
fore our  notice.  If  we  will  make  a  note 
of  the  information  at  the  time  and  com- 
municate it  to  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
society,  it  will  help  along  the  work  which 
we   have   in  hand. 

Some  people  look  upon  the  work  of  this 
society  as  very  unimportant.  I  remem- 
ber in  my  school  days  Canadian  history 
was  looked  upon  "  as  a  little  value 
and  little  time  was  devoted  to  its  study. 
Those  who  had  the  preparation  of  the 
curricula  of  our  schools,  were  satisfied  ^ 
we  knew  a  half  dozen  facts  relating  to 
Canadian  history — that  the  Cabots  dis- 
covered Newfoundland  ;  Jacques  Cartier 
discovered  Canada  ;  Champlain  founded 
Quebec  and  explored  Lake  Champlain  and 
the  lake-,  of  the  West  ;  the  great  wars 
en  the  Iroquois  and  the  French, 
followed  by  the  great  war  between  the 
French  and  the  English,  which  culminat- 
ed in  the  battle  of  the  Plains;  the  re- 
bellion ;  confederation,  etc.,— a  mere  skele- 
ton of  the  history  of  Canada.  Our  his- 
torical -J  ud jr-:;  were  devoted  more  par- 
ticularly     to    the    great      events      of    the 


world's  history  and  to  the  history  of 
England.  A  "great  change  has  taken 
place  in  the  education  of  Canadians. 
Now  the  principal  history  which  our 
youth  must  study  is  the  history  of 
their  own  country,  and  no  greater 
interest  is  taken  in  any  events  of  that 
history,  than  in  those  which  preceded  the 
battle  of  the  Plains.  I  venture  to  say 
that  in  no  historv  in  the  world  will  you 
find  greater  deeds  of  individual  daring 
and  heroism  than  we  find  in  our  Canad- 
ian history  ;  and  those  deeds  were 
not  alone  of  the  men  of  the  country. 
The  women  played  their  part  and  showed 
themselves  as  brave  and  resourceful  lead- 
ers as  the  men,  as  witness  the  won- 
derful defence  of  her  home  during  the  ab- 
sence of  her  parents,  by  Madelaine  de  Ver- 
cheres.  If  we  can  grow  enthusiastic  over 
the  history  of  our  Dominion,  we  can  also 
grow  enthusiastic  over  the  historv  of 
our  county.  The  narrower  the  limits  of 
our  research,  the  nearer  we  come  to  our 
own  home  life.  There  is  the  history  of 
the  Dominion,  the  history  of  the  pro- 
vince, the  history  of  the  county  and  the 
history  of  each  municipality.  As  we  get 
down  to  the  histories  of  the  municipali- 
ties we  become  more  familiar  with  those 
who  played  their  part  in  the  development 
of  the  municipalities,  and  therefore  in  the 
development  of  the  county.  I  cannot  con- 
ceive of  any  person  not  loving  and  feeling 
an  interest  in  his  county,  his  municipality 
and  his   home. 

CHRONICLE    EVERY   EVENT. 

I  feel,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I  have  oc- 
cupied more  of  your  time  than  I  should 
this  afternoon,  seeing  that  we  have  other 
speakers  to  address  you,  but  when  I  get 
thinking  of  and  reading  historical  inci- 
dents of  Missisquoi  there  seems  no  limit  to 
the  ideas  which  pass  through  my  mind  and 
the  practical  results  which  I  hope  to 
follow  from  them.  I  feel  so  interested  in 
this  work,  and  so  anxious  that  we  should 
obtain  knowledge  of,  and  chronicle  every 
event,  and  give  a  portrait  and  biographi- 
cal sketch  of  every  citizen,  who  contrib- 
uted his  part  to  the  development  of  the 
county,  that  I  wish  to  inoculate  every 
other  Missisquan  with  the  same  spirit, 
who   has  not  already  been   attacked. 

BROME    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Brome  Historical  So- 
ciety, held  at  Knowlton  on  the  20th  in- 
stant. I  was  sorry  to  hear  that  the  sis- 
ter society  suffers  from  the  same  evi- 
dences of  indifference  on  the  part  of  the 
general  public  that  we  do.  There  are  sev- 
eral reasons  why  we  should  feel  a  spec- 
ial interest  in  the  Brome  Society,  and 
that  I  more  particularly  should  do  so. 
Brome  and  Missisquoi,  in  the  earliest  po- 
litical days  of  the  province,  formed  part 
of  the  same  county  of  Bedford,  they  have 
for  years  formed  part  of  the  same  dis- 
trict ;  they  have  much  in  common.  I  am 
a  great  admirer  of  the  scenery  of  Brome 
county.  It  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
counties    of   the    Eastern   Townships,    and 
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possesses  some  of  the  finest  and  most 
luxuriant  scenery  that  is  to  be  found 
anywhere. 

OLD  MISSISQUOI   NOT    LACKING. 

But  we  must  not  forget  that  old  Mis- 
sisquoi  is  not  lacking  in  beautiful  scen- 
ery, magnificent  hills,  fertile  valleys,  pro- 
ductive farms,  with  a  railway  system  un- 
equalled in  this  part  of  the  province.  We 
must  not  allow  the  material  sentiment 
alone  to  dominate  our  natures  ;  we  must 
try  and  preserve  within  us  a  certain  de- 
gree of  sentiment  and  affection  and  ad- 
miration for  the  county  and  for  those 
who  were  instrumental  in  redeeming  it 
from  its  primitive  wild  and  uninhabitable 
condition.  I  believe  that  the  more  we 
read  of  the  life  and  work  of  our  pion- 
eers and  their  very  immediate  successors, 
the  more  enthusiasm  it  will  create  in  us 
for  our  native  county  and  the  more  in- 
tense will  become  our  desire  to  obtain 
and  to  chronicle  all  the  information  that 
it  is  possible  to  obtain. 

I  bespeak  from  you  all,  and  from  Missis- 
quans  generally,  for  our  society,  which 
knows  neither  creed,  race  nor  politics, 
your  generous  sympathy  and  your  sub- 
stantial support. 


MRS.  MORGAN'S  ADDRESS. 

The  President  then  called  on 
Mrs.  S.  A.  C.  Morgan  for  her  ad- 
dress as  President  of  the  Women's 
Committee  of  the  M.  C.  Hj:  S., 
which  she  delivered  as  follows: — 


Mr.  President,  ladies  and  gentlemen,— 
My  dear  contemporaries  of  Missisquoi, 
"Out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the 
mouth  speaketh" — the  pen  inditeth. 

Allow  me,  with  great  respect  for  the 
present  learned  and  intelligent  audience, 
to  express  the  thoughts  that  come  forc- 
ing themselves  upon  me. 

It  seems  a  cause  for  thankfulness  that 
we  are  permitted  to  live  at  a  period  of 
the  world's  history  so  fraught  with  mo- 
mentous discoveries  and  enterprises,  re- 
vealing the  mighty  forces  of  nature  and 
the    power    of  wealth. 

The  impressiveness  of  the  times  is  al- 
ready touching  the  hearts  of  the  people 
and .  leading  them  bark  to  an  attitude  of 
humble  receptivity  before  the  majesty  and 
beneficient  power   of  God. 

W-*  are  not  large  enough  to  comprehend 
the  motive  power  nor  the  results  that 
are  in  the  making.  We  see  what  our  pre- 
decessors have  contributed  to  the  world's 
work,  and  the  thought  often  arises— 
"What  would  our  worthy  ancestors  say 
were  they  to  see  what  has  transpired 
since  their  day  ?— the  works  of  which  they 
laid  the  foundation,  often  all  unconscious- 
ly to  themselves  as  to  the  results. 

God  is  over  all.    Back  to  Him  and    to 


"peace  on  earth  and  good  will  toward 
men"  is  the  impulse  that  is  gaining  force 
among    thoughtful    people. 

Our  late  lamented  King  led  the  way  in 
paths  of  peace  and  pleasantness.  By  sim- 
plicity he  exalted  manhood.  Happy  are 
we  to  have  lived  in  his  reign. 

Wisdom  and  intelligence  are  divine  at- 
tributes that  never  fail,  though  men  may 
die. 

Happy  are  we  also  to  have  known  and 
to  have  been  associated  with,  more  or 
less  intimately,  the  dear  departed  ones 
whose  names  have  been  an  honor  to  this 
society.  To  those  who  claim  close  kin- 
ship with  them,  the  loss  seems  irrepar- 
able. And  still  our  beloved  ones  are  pas- 
sing. 

I  will  leave  it  to  other  members  of  this 
society  to  express  our  condolence  with 
the   bereaved  families. 

This  leads  us  to  an  appreciation  of  the 
early  women  of  Missisquoi  to  whom  we 
are  so  closely  allied  bv  the  ties  of  kin- 
ship, that  their  personal  traits  of  charac- 
ter and  of  feature  are  still  observed  in 
their  descendants — a  heritage  to  be  proud 
of  and  to  be  conserved  as  a  characteris- 
tic of  the  type  of  women  still  to  be 
met   with   in    the   Eastern   Townships. 

Unlike  the  population  of  our  newer  pro- 
vinces that  are  constantly  receiving  new 
accessions  of  adventurous  people— good 
and  bad — from  the  older  countries —  and 
so,  are  kept  in  agitation  by  the  waves 
of  the 'wide  world,  we  in  Missisquoi  are 
wedged  in  between  an  alien  country  on 
the  one  side,  and  on  the  other,  a  con- 
tented Franco-Canadian  peasantry,  differ- 
ing from  us  in  language  and  religion, 
which  difference  forms  a  regrettable  bar- 
rier to  social  intercourse,  though  very 
many  of  these  are  descended  from  what 
Sir  William  Dawson  termed  'the  refined 
and  polite  society  of  New  France,'  and 
whose  innate  refinement  has  percolated 
down  through  successive  generations  to 
the  present  day. 

So  here  we  are.  We  seem  to  occupy  a 
sort  of  middle  ground  between  the  ex- 
tremes of  highly-wrought  sensibilities  on 
the  one  hand,  and  mental  inertia  on  the 
other. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  'what  we  have 
we  hold,'  as  a  very  comfortable  heritage 
from  circumstances  and  from  our  honored 
fore-mothers  who  shared  bravely  and 
heartily  in  the  stirring  domestic  activi- 
ties of  life  in  their  day. 

It  was  the  industry,  hopefulness  and 
resourcefulness  of  the  mothers  that  in- 
spired the  fathers  and  sons  with  strength 
and  courage  to  establish  their  pioneer 
homes. 

The  women  had  no  expectation  of  being 
needlessly  favored  or  pampered.  Their 
lives  were  not  modelled  after  an  impracti- 
cal romance.  It  was  stern  urgent  reality 
that  could  not  be  departed  from— a  cast 
that  enfolded  the  weak  members  till  they 
were    strong. 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  our  ances- 
tors had  seen  better  days,  the  greater 
number  of  whom  had  been  born  and  bred 
in  competence  and  in  the  midst  of  the  in- 
telligence and  culture  of  colonial  soci- 
ety—influences that  w-ere  not  lost  sight 
of  in  the  woods  of  Canada,   as  their  let- 
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ters  and  other  written  language  amply 
prove. 

They  imbibed  contentment  and  joy  from 
living  in  harmony  with  their  surround- 
ings ;  always  anticipating  and  striving  for 
the  improved  conditions  that  we  have  in- 
herited as  the  result  of  their  industry 
and   foresight. 

Then,  as  now,  Nature  was  lavish  in  her 
favors  of  soil,  climate  and  picturesque 
landscape  which  uplifts  and  brightens 
the  lives  of  those  happy  persons  who  are 
susceptihle  to  her  charms,  rilling  their 
minds  with  beautiful  thoughts  that  ban- 
ish  wrinkles  and  keep   the  heart  young. 

Histories,  oral  or  written,  very  wisely 
present  for  our  emulation,  chiefly  the 
fairest  side  of  their  subjects,  leaving  us 
to  assume  that  there  were  the  defects 
common  to  human  nature. 

How  consoling  it  is  to  know  that  our 
surface  inequalities  and  obtrusive  sharp 
points  of  character  will  not  be  engraved 
on  the  memory  of  succeeding  generations. 
But  like  the  everlasting  hills,  only  the 
elevation  and  outline  of  our  lives  will 
be  observed  until  as  our  day  recedes,  we 
are  finally   obscured  in  the  mist  of  ages. 

Let  us  hope  that,  like  the  hills  that  in- 
vite mountain  climbers,  we  may  incite 
present  and  future  generations  to  forsake 
the  lower  levels  of  commercialism  and 
frivolity  to  seek  the  higher  ranges  and 
broader  view-points  of  life. 

It  may  be  objected  that  this  is  mere 
sentiment.  Let  us  remember  it  is  senti- 
ment that  distinguishes  man  from  the 
brute. 

"The  spirit  of  a  man  goeth  upward." 

Sentiments  matured  become  principles— 
the  levers  that  uplift  or  overthrow  na- 
tions. The  finer  and  more  exalted  the 
sentiment,  the  higher  is  the  individual 
or  the  nation  in  the  scale  of  refinement, 
intelligence   and   influence. 

It  was  sentiment,  chiefly,  that  impelled 
our  forefathers  to  follow  the  British  flag 
into   the  wilds   of   Canada. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  seeds  are 
borne  by  birds  and  by  the  winds  into 
barren  places   to  make  them  productive. 

So  are  men  carried  by  the  impulse  of 
sentiment  and  passion  into  places  where 
they  are  needed  to  fulfill  the  laws  of  life 
and    growth. 

The  loss  to  the  American  Union  of  so 
many  determined,  intelligent  and  honor- 
able citizens   was   great   gain   to   Canada. 


As  present  conditions  are  evolved  out  of 
the  past,  so  will  future  conditions  be 
evolved  out  of  the  present,  which  is  ours 
and  wherein  we  leave  our  mark— be  it  a 
blot,  a  blur,   or  a  worthy  stroke. 

)Let  us  rejoice  in  what  is  already  trans- 
piring within  the  limits  of  our  beautiful 
Eastern  Townships— the  active  progress, 
material,   mental   and  moral. 

Truly  our  wagon  is  hitched  to  a  star 
at  last.  It  is  but  justice  to  say  that  the 
whole  world  seems  to  have  been  slowly 
awakened  by  the  influence  long  and  per- 
sistently and  broadly  exerted  by  that 
brave  band*,  of  Christian  workers  known 
as    the    "W.C.T.U." 

Their  work  has  included  many  subjects, 
to  all  of  which  Missisquoi  has  been  slow 
to   respond. 

Now  that  the  Dominion  Alliance  have 
broken  in  perhaps  something  will  happen. 
We'll  stand  back  and  see.  We  are  a 
cautious  people.  While  we  have  been  hesi- 
tating hitherto  several  shocking  tragedies 
have  been  enacted  in  this  county  that 
might  have  been  averted.  If  moral  re- 
form is  to  be  attempted  in  Missisquoi  let 
us  strike  at  the  root  of  the  matter,  and 
—"Do  it  now." 

Since  our  last  annual  meeting  word  has 
been  received  that  the  work  of  the  Na- 
tional Historical  Association  with  which 
this  Society  was  affiliated,  is  discontin- 
ued for  the  present. 

We  have  often  acknowledged  the  indebt- 
edness of  the  Missisquoi  Historical  So- 
ciety to  The  St.  Johns  News  -for  the  gen- 
erous  help   afforded   us. 

And  again  we  extend  our  thanks  to  the 
Sherbrooke  Record  for  the  interest  that 
paper  is  awakening  in  matters  historical 
and  progressive  pertaining  to  the  whole 
Eastern  Townships  in  which  we  are  proud 
to  be  included. 

Our  newspapers  may  be  likened  to  those 
musical  instruments  that  draw  their  in- 
spiration from  our  invigorating  atmos- 
phere, which  they  send  back  to  us  as  a 
reveille. 

Wake  up  Missisquoi  !    Wake  up  ! 

Respectfully   submitted, 

S.  A.  C.  MORGAN, 

Pres.  of  Women's  Committee  of  M.H.S. 
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REPORT  OF  SECRETARY 
TREASURER  M.C.H.S 
(Aug.  27,  1910.) 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gen- 
tlemen:— Once  more  I  have  to  re- 
port a  year  of  prosperity  for  our 
Society.  We  can  claim  the  interest 
and  support  of  only  a  few  of  the 
people  of  the  county,  but  the  re- 
cent picnic  at  Selby  Ivake  gave  evi- 
dence of  the  activity  which  a  lew 
patriots  may  arouse  in  a  good 
cause.  The  Secretary  should  be 
the  working  head  of  such  an  or- 
ganization as  ours;  unfortunately 
he  is  not.  All  success  which  we  as 
a  society  have  achieved  is  due  to 
the  activities  of  a  devoted  few, 
chief  among  whom  are  our  Honor- 
ary President,  Mr.  J.  P.  Noyes, 
and  the  President  and  Secretary 
of  the  Women's  Branch.  The  Sec- 
retary has  long  felt  his  unworthi- 
ness  and  would  rejoice  to  see  in 
his  position  a  man  who  could  de- 
vote time  and  energy  to  the  So- 
ciety. I  am  convinced  that  such  a 
man,  by  going  about  among  the 
people  could  collect  valuable  in- 
formation, relics  and  documents, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  vastly  aug- 
ment our  membership  and  finan- 
cial standing. 

As  most  of  you  know,  the 
Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Mis- 
sisquoi  County  Historical  Society 
was  issued  this  summer.  This  re- 
port is  fully  up  to  the  standard  of 
its  three  predecessors,  and  is  even 
thought  by  many  to  surpass  them 
in  general  interest.  It  contains  a 
complete  index  of  reading  matter 
and  illustrations  of  all  reports  is- 
sued, proceedings  of  last  two  an- 
nual meetings,  illustrated  bio- 
graphical sketches,  poems,  and 
historical  articles  of  general,  as 
well  as  of  local  interest.  Many 
letters  of  appreciation  from*  those 
receiving  this  report  have  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Secretary,  only  one 
of    which,     however,     I    will    take 


time  to  read.  Mr.  H..  J.  Ayer  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  writes  as  fol- 
lows: 


Columbus,  0.,  Aug.    22,     1910. 
Mr.  C.  S.  Moore,  Secy., 

My  Dear  Sir:— The  fourth  an- 
nual report  of  the  M.  C.  H.  S.  is 
at  hand,  and  although  the  three 
previous  were  models,  this-  sur- 
passes them  all  in  form,  arrange- 
ment and  information  concerning 
the  early  history  of  Missisquoi 
County  and  of  the  energetic  pion- 
eers who  laid  the  foundation  of 
what  their  descendants  (those  who 
remain)  now  enjoy. 

I  must  here  express  my  surprise 
when  upon  looking  over  the  list 
of  annual  members  to  find  only 
one,  E.  E.  Spencer,  from  St.  Ar- 
mand  East. 

What  has  become  of  all  the  des- 
cendants of  the  early  settlers,  are 
they  all  gone  or  have  those  that 
remain  lost  the  pride  and  energy 
displayed  in  such  a  wonderful  de- 
gree by  their  forefathers  ? 

For  reply  I  hope  to  see  at  least 
twenty-five  names  in  the  next  an- 
nual report. 

I  regret  that  I  was.  noit  at  your 
picnic  at  Selby  Lake,  and  among 
those  reported  present  by  The 
News  was  Thomas  Shepard  of  St. 
Arinand  East,  who  can  give  more 
incidents  o<f  the  early  settlers  of 
that  section  than  any  one  man 
living,  not  all  of  personal  experi- 
ence, but  of  folklore  handed  down 
by  his  ancestors. 

Another  old,  if  not  the  oldest, 
resident  in  St.  Armand  East,  Ed- 
win Carpenter  of  Abbotts  Corner, 
can  give  much  information  of  in- 
terest that  will  forever  be  lost 
unless  obtained  soon.  May  I  sug- 
gest that  it  be  secured  at  an  early 
date. 

Very  truly  yours, 

HENRY  J.  AYER. 
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Comments  from  the  press  are, 
as  in  previous  years,  most  com- 
plimentary and    encouraging.    The 

Montreal  Gazette  especially,  in  a 
leading-  editorial,  speaks  most  fa- 
vorably of  the  work  which  is  be- 
ing done  by  our  society,  and  de- 
votes considerable  space  to  a  re- 
view  of  the  Fourth  Annual  Re- 
port. 

Considerable  correspondence  has 
passed  through  the  Secretary's 
hands  during  the  past  year.  Much 
of  this  would  be  interesting  to 
read,  but  time  will  not  allow. 

Our  correspondence  with  Mr.  By- 
ron X.  Clark,  Field  Secretary  of 
the  Young-  Men's  cnristian 
Association,  of  Vermont,  des- 
erves special  notice.  Mr. 
Clark  is  interested  in  a  plan 
for  erecting  a  monument  or 
marker  on  Blockhouse  Point, 
Xorth  Hero  Island,  and  wrote  us 
for  information  regarding  a  block- 
house said  to  have  been  erected  by 
Burgoyne's  army  in  1777,  on  a 
point  of  land  on  the  west  side  of 
Xorth  Hero  Island  in  Take  Cham- 
plain.  We  were  unable  to  obtain 
information  for  Mr.  Clark  and  the 
plan  is  dropped  for  the  present, 
but  will  be  carried  on  next  sum- 
mer. 

Since  writing  the  above  in  refer- 
ence to  our  correspondence  with 
Mr.  Clark,  we  have  received  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  G.  M.  Van  Vliet  of 
Tacolle,  regretting  his  inability 
to  attend  our  meeting  today,  and 
enclosing  a  communication  from 
Mr.  Henry  Harmon  Noble,  who 
has  been  searching  for  information 
concerning  the  blockhouse  on 
North  Hero  Island. 

The  Secretary  would  like  to  sug- 
gest, in  passing,  that  inaccuracies 
of  statement  which  may.  have  oc- 
curred (through  printers'  errors 
or  otherwise)  in  any  of  the  publi- 
cations of  the  Society,  should  be 
corrected  before  the  issue  of  an- 
other report,  so  that  these  correc- 
tions with  any  additional  notes 
which  may  suggest  themselves    to 


the  author  of  published  articles, 
may  appear  in  the  next  annual 
report. 

He  recently  received  a  valuable 
pamphlet  from  Mr.  A.  H.  Holden, 
of  Frelighsburg  entitled,  "Taws 
and  Regulations  of  St.  Armand 
Tibrary  Society,  established  at 
Frelighsburg,  County  of  Bedford, 
Tower  Canada,  Nov.  24,  1814." 
Several  interesting  facts  may  be 
gleaned  even  from  the  title  of  this 
catalogue,  to  say  nothing  of  its 
contents.  I  might  mention,  how- 
ever, that  in  the  list  of  books, 
works  of  fiction  are  rare,  and  au- 
thors of  the  type  of  Bertha  M. 
Clay  are  absent  altogether. 

We  are  also  indebted  to  Mayor 
D'Artois  for  the  last  annual  re- 
port of  the  Town  of  Farnham,  a 
pamphlet  which  will  prove  valu- 
able for  reference.  We  wish  to  ex- 
press to  Mr.  Holden  and  Mayor 
D'Artois  the  thanks  of  the  Soci- 
ety for  these  donations. 

As  Secretary  of  this  Society  I 
suppose  that  my  report  should  be 
confined  strictly  to  a  record  of 
the  business  of  the  past  year.  I 
shall  venture,  however,  toi  express 
a  thought  in  regard  to  the  atti- 
tude of  our  Society  toward  the 
younger  generation  of  this  county 
— men  who  are  making  the  history 
of  the  future.  Can  we  not,  by 
words  of  encouragement,  by  ap- 
plication of  our  environments  and 
by  a  hopeful  outloo'k,  use  our  in- 
fluence toward  making  the  future 
of  these  townships  even  more  glor- 
ious than  the  past.  Our  great- 
grandparents  strode  for  a  mere 
foothold  in  the  wilderness,  lumber- 
ing the  greater  part  of  the  year, 
and  growing  a  few  crops  among 
the  stumps  and  stones  which  sur- 
rounded their  log  houses.  The 
next  generation  extended  and  im- 
proved the  clearings,  building  bet- 
ter houses  and  barns,  roads  and 
bridges.  Gradually  conditions 
have  improved  until  we  find  our- 
selves today  enjoying  most,  if  not 
all,     of  the    luxuries  available    to 
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country  people.  Tins  has  gradual- 
ly come  about  in  spite  of  the  drain 
which  the  cities — especially  those 
to  the  South — have  made  upon  our 
population,  and  in  spite  of  the  de- 
pressing ellect  of  low  prices  of  all 
farm  produce  which  prevailed  for 
many  years  after  the  opening  up 
of  that  vast  fertile  tract  in  the 
United  States  —  the  Mississippi 
Valley — which  poured  upon  the 
markets  of  the  world  a  volume  of 
food  produced  so  cheaply  that 
many  farms  throughout  New  Eng- 
land  and  other  eastern  States 
were  abandoned  in  despair.  Today 
we  are  developing  and  improving 
our  conditions  in  spite  of  the  call 
of  the  West — a  call  wThich  some 
may  do  well  to  follow,  but  which 
to  many  will  prove  the  song  of 
the  siren,  luring  from  a  land  of 
wooded  hill  and  fertile  valley,  a 
land  of  lakes,  rivers  and  springs, 
to  a  "land  of  treeless  plains  and 
unlimited  loneliness.  We  are  chief- 
ly a  community  of  farmers,  so  it 
is  well  to  look  at  these  matters 
from  the  farmers'  standpoint.  The 
agricultural  outlook  today  upon 
this  continent  is  more  hopeful 
than  ever  before.  Population  has 
caught  up  with  production  of  food 
and  general  good  prices  must  pre- 
vail, mis  means  for  the  future 
more  farmers,  and  farmers  better 
equipped  to  develop  the  resources 
of    the  land      so  that    the    people 


may  be  fed.  Our  lands  are  not  ex- 
hausted; far  from  it.  Every  car- 
load oi  mill  products  fed  out  an 
eastern  farms  means  so  much  fer- 
tility taken  from  the  plains  of  the 
West  and  added  to  our  soil.  This 
process  may  seem  slow,  but  its 
effect  is  already  evident.  We  are 
in  touch  with  the  great  markets 
of  the  world,  we  have  a  soil  and 
climate  capable  of  producing  a 
large  variety  of  crops,  and  we 
have  picturesque  and  home-like 
surroundings.  It  is  true  we  have 
stony  ridges  and  wet  hillsides  but 
these  are  not  unsurmountable  ob- 
stacles. The  wet  places  will  some- 
times be  made  dry  and  the  rough 
ways  smooth,  and  even  greater 
prosperity  than  w.e  now  enjoy 
must  prevail. 

May  the  attitude  of  our  Society 
be  one  of  hopefulness  and  encour- 
agement to  the  men  of  today,  so 
that  we  may  not  only  look  back 
to  the  heroic  deeds  of  our  ances- 
tors— whose  lives  to*  themselves  no 
doubt  seemed  commonplace — but 
that  we  may  look  forward  as  well 
to  a  prosperity,  an  intelligence, 
and  a  refinement  which  will  make 
of  these  townships  the  garden  of 
the  Dominion. 

(Signed) 

C.  S.  MOORE, 
Sec.    Treas. 
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Financial  Statement  for  Year  Ending  Aug.  26th,  1910. 


Receipts. 

Expenses. 

Balance  from   1909 

$10.50 

Paid  C.  0.  Jones  on  account, 

Membership  fees  [annual]     - 

76.00 

for  cash  advanced 

$25.50 

1  Life  Member    - 

5.00 

Postage        - 

7.25 

Reports  sold 

26.50 

Stationery 

.60 

9  copies  "Voice  of  River"'  sold 

2.25 

Sundries       -'.-.-,- 
Total  expenses 

*-35 

Total  receipts 

120.25 

$34.7o 

Balance — Cash  on  hand        -         $85-55 
Present  from  Hon.  Justice  Lynch  $   5.00 


$90-55 


Finanoial  Statement  from  Aug.  26th,  1910,  to  July  1st,  1913. 


Receipts. 

19  [O 

Aug.  26 

Cash  on  hand 
Reports  sold  to  date 

$9o.55 

(July  1st,  1913) 

11.50 

!9!3 

1  Life  Membership 

5.00 

Mar.  4 

Sold  7  copies  "Voice 

of   the    River." 

i-75 

Cash  from  Mr.  J.  W.  Saxe   i  .00 

1910 

Check  from    Treasury 

Dec.  16 

Department 

100.00 

Membership  fees 

24.00 

$233-80 


1910 
Sept.  17 


Expenditure. 

Paid   E.    R.    Smith 
Printing  bill      -  $2 

Stamps  used     - 
Framing  picture 
Exchange  on  checks 
To  balance 


3-85 

3-75 

1. 00 

.20 

15.00 


$233-8° 


It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Noyces 
seconded  by  Mr.  Capsey,  that  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  be  adopt- 
ed.   Carried. 


The  President  then  introduced 
the  Hon.  P.  S.  Cx.  MacKenzie, 
Provincial  Treasurer.  In  the  course 
of  his  remarks,  Mr.  MacKenzie 
gave  expression  to  the  gratifica- 
tion it  afforded  him  to  make  his 
first  visit  to  the  flourishing  town 
of  Bedford  on  such  an  auspicious 
occasion.  Then  he  paid  tribute  to 
the  excellent  address  delivered  by 
his  esteemed  friend,  Judge  McCor- 
kill,  although  he  was  impelled  to 
state  that  in  introducing    him    to 


the  meeting,  the  chairman  in  one 
particular  was  inaccurate.  His 
birthplace  was  not  in  Richmond 
County.  Unfortunately  for  him 
or  otherwise,  he  first  saw  the  light 
of  day  in  far  distant  Saskatche- 
wan—now coming  into  so  much 
prominence— and  forty  years  ago, 
when  he  came  east  he  had  to 
travel  1,000  miles  in  an  ox  cart 
to  reach  the  confines  of  civiliza- 
tion. Mr.  MacKenzie  expressed  the 
conviction  that  the  Missisquoi 
Historical  Society  was  admirably 
discharging  an  important  duty, 
and  so  impressed  was  he  with  the 
utility  of  the  association  that  he 
should  endeavor  to  promote  the 
formation  of  a-  similar  organiza- 
tion in  the  County  of    Richmond. 
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He  extolled  the  resolute  character 
of  the  early  self-sacrificing  pion- 
eers of  the  Kastern  Townships, 
who  left  the  United  States  in  or. 
der  to  live  under  the  protecting 
folds  of  the  Union  Jack,  and  who 
were  themselves  descendants  of 
that  noble  band  of  self-sacrificing 
men,  who  had  come  to  America 
years  before  in  that  historic  craft 
the  Mayflower.  Then  in  an  elo- 
quent peroration  he  dwelt  upon 
the  natural  beauty  and  fertility  of 
the  Eastern  Townships —  spoke 
with  feelings  of  pride  of  our  goodly 
heritage,  and  referred  with  much 
satisfaction  to  the  happy  condi- 
tion which  prevails  today,  when 
two  formerly  hostile  races  were 
living  side  by  side  on  terms  of  the 
utmost  amity  and  good  will.  In 
conclusion  he  urged  all  to  be  true 
to  their  traditions  and  make  the 
most  of  the  great  opportunities 
wdiich  were  still  open  to  them.  On 
resuming  his  seat  the  Provincial 
Treasurer  received  an  ovation. 


A.  A.  Aver,  Esq.,  a  leading  pro- 
duce merchant  of  Montreal,  a  na- 
tive of  St.  Armand  East,  followed 
with  an  interesting  address  on 
"The  Good  Old  Times."  He  spoke 
as  follows: 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen:— 
It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  join  my 
fellow  citizens  of  the  good  old  County  of 
Missisquoi  in  the  search  of  interesting 
items  of  its  history.  It  is  a  good  work, 
if  for  no  other  reason,  in  order  that  the 
residents  of  today  may  learn  valuable 
lessons  from  the  events,  and  even  from 
the  mistakes,  of  the  past,  just  as  the 
artisan  learns  to  be  skilful  in  his  trade 
from  long  practice  and  even  from  his 
faulty  work. 

It  was  with  the  utmost  satisfaction 
that  I  listened  to  the  splendid  address 
of  your  President.  It  was  a  treat  to  lis- 
ten to  the  address  of  the  President  of 
the  Ladies'  Society— an  address  of  liter- 
ary merit  and  noble  ideas,  worthy  of  the 
first  lady  of  the  land. 

In  my  family  history  I  look  back  to 
my  greatgrandfather,  who  came  to  this 
country  in  about  the  year  1790,  and 
look  forward  to   my  grandchildren  who,  I 


hope  will  continue  to  retain  an  interest 
in  Missisquoi  County. 

Some  sections  of  Canada  appear  to 
have  been  settled  almost  entirely  by  U. 
E.  Loyalists.  Missisquoi  has  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  settled  by  both  parties, 
and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  those 
that  fought  on  the  U.  S.  side  were  good 
neighbors  and  friends  with  those  who 
were  loyal  to  the  British  Empire. 

I  shall  never  cease  to  love  the  place,  of 
my  birth,  the  dear  old  farm  house.  When 
I  get  weary  and  worried  with  the  cares 
of  a  somewhat  busy  life,  until  I  feel  I 
must  have  a  little  rest,  there  is  no  piace 
like  the  front  verandah  of  the  old  tome, 
where  I  can  see  the  hills  and  the  Pin- 
nacle Mountain  and  the  places  where  I 
had  the  good  times  I  love  to  think  about. 

A   REMINISCENCE. 

Some  twenty  odd  years  ago  I  crossed 
the  Atlantic  with  the  celebrated  Pierpont 
Morgan,  and  afterwards  spent  a  day  to- 
gether with  his  daughter  in  a  railroad 
train  on  the  Continent.  I  met  him  again 
going  to  the  Mediterranean  the  past  win- 
ter. He  is  now  an  old  man,  giving  lit- 
tle attention  to  business,  but  trying  to 
enjoy  life.  To  my  surprise  he  recognised 
me,  and  speaking  of  our  trip  remarked: 
"That  was  in  the  good  old  times." 

The  grey  and  white  haired  boys  (and 
lassies)  assembled  here  today,  remind 
each  of  us  (1st)  of  "the  good  old  times" 
and  (2nd)  that   "time  flies." 

Many  years  have  passed  until  that  old 
phrase  has  become  trite,  and  today  the 
children  actually  see  men  fly— like  butter- 
flies. Does  that  help  us  to  better  under- 
stand that  time  flies  ?  Do  we  yet  rea- 
lize that  we  measure  time  by  a  different 
standard  today  from  that  which  our 
forefathers  used— that  a  day— a  year— a 
lifetime  means  vastly  more  than  in  the 
olden  time  ?    Why  is  it  so  ? 

Marvellous  changes,  discoveries  and 
progress  have  taken  place  in  the  last 
hundred  years— greater  far  than  in  the 
previous  thousand  years.  What  did  peo- 
ple know  about  China,  Japan,  India  and 
Africa,  and  how  almost  impossible  it 
was  to  reach  these  countries  a  hundred 
years  ago. 

One  century  ago  the  world  knew  no- 
thing about  the  use  of  steam  or  steam- 
ships, railroads  and  telegraphing,  nor 
even  about  kerosene  oil.  Fifty  years  ago 
nothing  was  known  of  electricity  in  its 
various  practical  uses,  nor  of  telephones 
or  wireless  messages,  not  to  speak  of 
flying  machines  and  innumerable  inven- 
tions. Wonderful  advances  have  been  made 
in  education,  especially  in  the  sciences, 
medicine,  surgery,  sanitation  and  techni- 
cal matters.  A  revolution  has  taken 
place  in  manufacturing,  transportation, 
construction,  commerce,  administration, 
and  in  heat,   light   and  power,   all  result- 
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ing  in  an  enormous  accumulation  of 
wealth. 

Let  us  turn  for  a  moment's  contrast 
to  the  olden  times. 

I  visited  Madeira  and  Italy  last  win- 
ter. There  one  sees  the  world  as  it  was 
2,000  years  ago.  Men  were  in  no  hurry 
then.  The  streets  of  Madeira  are  paved 
with  stones  not  much  larger  than  pen- 
nies and  placed  on  edge.  It  probably 
took  fifteen  years  to  do  this  work,  which 
in  these  days  would  he  done  in  a  few 
months.  Ox  teams  were  in  use,  drawing 
rudely  made  conveyances  in  the  place  of 
horses.  This  helped  to  make  us  feel  that 
we  were  in  a  land  whose  customs  dated 
back  many  centuries.  In  Rome  the  great 
aqueducts,  Coliseum,  Tombs  and  churches 
took  one  or  two  lifetimes  to  build,  which 
today  would  be  erected  in  twro  or  three 
years. 

Even  in  these  latter  days  our  great 
grandfathers  did  in  six  months  less  than 
we  do  in  a  week.  Our  fathers  were  born 
on  the  edge  of  the  years  when  men  first 
began  to  hurry. 

How  then  shall  we  measure  time,  so  as 
to  realize  what  has  taken  place  during 
the  history  of  this   county  ? 

If  we  go  back  far  enough  to  the  be- 
ginning of  days,  we  find  that  men  had 
little  idea  of  time  or  numbers;  and  so 
we  may  well  ask,  as  we  pinch  ourselves, 
to  see  where  we  are  at,  are  we  really 
old  men  or  only  old  boys  ?  These  com- 
parisons may  help  us  to  realize  how  much 
we  owe  to  our  forefathers,  who  were  men 
of  courage  and  strong  of  arm,  'and  who 
cut  down  the  trees  and  forced  Mother 
Earth  to  give  them  a  living. 

I  suppose  you  know  that  the  bird  man 
must  commence  his  flight  by  struggling 
against  the  wind  and  not  rising  with  it. 
So  our  forefathers  had  the  early  struggle, 
and  we  ought  to  show  our  colors  and  be 
proud  to  hold  the  family  names  that  they 
gave  us. 

I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  the  details 
of  the  hardships  and  struggles  of  the 
first  inhabitants  of  this  County,  but  an 
interesting  paper  could  be  written  solely 
on  that  subject. 

"It  is  great  to  be  out  where  the  fight 
is   strong, 

To  be  where  the  heaviest  troops  be- 
long, 

And    to   fight,  for  man   and   God. 

It    seams     the     face,   and     it    tires    the 

brain, 
It   strains   the,   arm,   till   one's   friend     is 

pain 
In   the  Cighi    for   man   and   God. 

[1    is    great    to    be    here,    where  the  fight 

is  strong, 
To    be    where    the   heaviest   troops  belong 
And  here  to  Kght  for  man  and  God." 


I  would  like,  while,  we  trace  the  events 
of  past  years,  to  use  its  history  to  sti- 
mulate the  residents  of  Missisquoi  County 
to  make  this  the  banner  dairy  county  of 
the  Dominion.  This  is  pre-eminently  a 
farming  county— a  dairy  farming  county. 
The  people  who  first  came  here  and  those 
who  followed  were  among  the  best  who 
came  to  Canada. 

In  the  flight  of  the  past  century,  while 
improvements  in  nearly  everything  have 
taken  place  and  have  been  developed  as 
fast  as  men  were  ready  to  use  them,  the 
agricultural  portion  of  Mother  Earth 
seems  to  have  been  neglected.  Men  seem 
to  have  forgotten  that  the  real  wealth  of 
the  world  is  obtained  from  the  soil  and 
have  sought  to  make  wealth  in  other 
ways.  Indeed,  in  these  Eastern  Town- 
ships, it  has  gone  backward,  until  in 
those  parts  of  the  world,  where  progress 
has  been  made,  crops  per  acre  and  milk 
per  cow  double  ours. 

If  tracing  the  history  of  this  country 
is  to  be  of  practical  benefit,  we  must 
not  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  farms 
in  general  here  will  not  sell  for  as 
much  today  as  they  did  forty  years  ago. 
It  is  well  for  us  to  look  backward,  to 
foster  pleasant  memories,  to  keep  alive 
the  sentiment  of  home,  to  gather  and 
keep  historical  records,  and  to  trace 
with  some  minuteness  the  footprints  of 
the  early  settlers. 

Men  may  come  and  men  may  go,  but 
the  farms  remain,  and  the  history  of  an 
old  farm  is  the  history  of  generations. 
The  Chandler  farm  near  my  old  home- 
stead was  settled  upon  more  than  110 
years  ago.  It  became  one  of  the  best 
160  acre  farms  in  that  township.  Forty 
odd  years  ago  it  was  sold  for  $9,000  and 
passed  out  of  the  family.  About  15 
years  ago,  it  had  so  run  down  that  it 
passed  into  other  hands  for  $3,400,  its 
full  value  then.  The  barn,  50x50  with  an 
L,  constructed  sixty  years  ago,  and  with 
some  changes  in  the  stables,  is  a  fairly 
up-to-date  barn  today.  It  is  only  within 
the  past  few  years  that  the  crops  on 
that  farm  equal  those  produced  45  years 
ago,  and  there  is  room  for  much  im- 
provement yet.  Our  farmers  seem  to 
have  been  working  like  the  crazy  man 
with  the  wheelbarrow,  viz.,  bottom  side 
up— going  through  the  motions  but  carry- 
ing no  effective  load. 

HISTORY   OF    A    DECADENCE. 

What  is  the  history  of  this  decadence 
in  farms  and  the  few  instances  of  recov- 
ery ? 

The  civil  war  of  the  sixties  in  the  U. 
S.  drew  from  these  Eastern  Townships 
many  of  our  young  men.  The  years  of 
prosperity  that  followed  in  the  U.  S. 
were  years  of  very  low  prices  for  our 
dairy   products,     largely     on     account     of 
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the  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound  on  but- 
ter imposed  by  our  U.   S.  neighbors. 

For  years  Boston  had  been  our  prin- 
cipal market.  Then  for  the  first  time 
Montreal  became  our  market  for  butter, 
and  slowly  a  trade  was  built  up  with 
England.  In  many  respects  the  Eastern 
Townships  suffered  more  than  any  other 
part  of  Canada  because  of  the  abroga- 
tion of  the  Reciprocity  treaty  in  1867— 
the  year  when  I  commenced  business  on 
my   own   account    in   Montreal. 

The  result  was  that  many  of  our  young 
men  left  Missisquoi  and  other  counties, 
and  the  decadence  of  farming  commenced. 
It  is  only  in  the  recent  years  that  mod- 
ern systematic  farming  has,  to  a  small 
extent,  been  inaugurated;  though  as  yet 
there  are  few  cows  in  the  country  that 
can  be  called  up-to-date. 

Meanwhile  our  fellow  citizens  of  another 
nationality  and  religion  have  come  among 
us,  bought  or  rented  our  farms  and  are 
fast  outnumbering  the  English-speaking 
people 

My  object  in  mentioning  this  phase  of 
the  history  of  our  fertile  county  is,  that 
whatever  our  prejudices  may  be,  we  are 
up  against  the  fact.  The  only  solution  I 
see  is,  to  work  for  one  common  school 
where  French  and  English  may  be  taught 
and  our  youth  educated  together. 

DIFFICULTIES  OF    EARLY  SETTLERS 

Among  the  many  difficulties',  encounter- 
ed by  the  early  settlers,  not  the  least 
were  the  construction  of  roads  and 
bridges.  The  changes  in  location  of  these 
are  to  me  both  peculiar  and  interesting. 
Mr.  Ayer  then  proceeded  to  describe  and 
further  illustrates  with  a  map  the  first 
zig-zag  road  from  Frelighsburg  to  Dun- 
ham. With  the  exception  of  the  short 
bit  from  the  old  mill  to  the  Catholic 
Church  in  Frelighsburg  not  a  foot  of 
this  original  road  is  used  today. 

The.  site  of  an  old  mill  is  still  visible 
on  the  Lee  farm  where  the  lumber  was 
cut  for  some  of  the  first  houses  in  that 
neighborhood.  Those  built  by  my  great 
grandfather  and  by  Daniel  Chandler,  who 
both  came  to  the  country  in  about  the 
year  1790,  were  burned  some  years  ago; 
but  a  house  built  in  1801  and  occupied 
by  one  of  the  latter's  sons,  Harlow 
Chandler,  is  yet  in  existence  and  is  to- 
day one  of  the  finest  farm  houses  in  St. 
Armand  East.  Our  difficulty  seems  to 
be  to  trace  the  history  from  1743,  when 
the  seigniory  of  St.  Armand  was  set 
apart,  up  to  the  year  '1800;  after  that 
date  the  items  are  much  more  easily 
gathered . 

The  excellent  reports  of  your  Society 
(four  in  number)  contain  much  valuable 
historical  information,  but  as  Mr.  Jones 
said,  '  I  am  afraid  the  true  history  of 
Missisquoi  will  never  be  written." 


DR.    McALEKR'S    CONTRIBUTION. 

Dr.  George  McAloer  has  furnished  us 
with  an  interesting  set  of  data  and  dates, 
but  even  this  needs  some  corrections. 
For  instance,  p.  78— in  report  of  1909— 
referring  to  the  division  of  Bedford 
County  in  1829,  says:  "In  Missisquoi 
County  there  was  a  population  of  7,766, 
3  Episcopal  and  1  Methodist  Church,  5 
villages,    etc." 

The  Baptist  Church  at  Abbotts  Corner 
had  an  organization  in  1809  and  wor- 
shipped in  a  respectable  building  erected 
near  the  corner  of  the  road  then  leading 
to  Frelighsburg.  Mrs.  Ayer's  great 
grandfather  was  the  first  minister  and 
one  of  my  forebears  one  of  the  first  mem- 
bers of  that  church.  The  building  was 
removed  about  the  year  1840,  after  the 
roads  were  changed.  My  mother  often 
said  that  her  earliest  remembrance  was 
attending  that  church  with  her  father. 
There  were  no  convenient  schools  ;  my 
mother  and  her  brothers  were  taught  In 
the  winter  evenings  by  the  light  from  a 
very  large  open  fireplace;  it  was  at  a 
later  date  'when  candles  were  introduced. 

My  grandfather  was  a  lumberman  and 
my  father  commenced  teaming  to  and 
from  Montreal  a  good  many  years  before 
the  first  railroad  was  built  in  Canada. 
That  road  from  St.  Johns  to  Laprairie 
had  wooden  strips  for  rails  with  an  iron 
band  or  top  piece,  and  the  cars  were 
more  like  the  small  street  cars  with 
small  seats   first  used   in  Montreal. 

It  was  necessary  to  go  through  into 
Lachine,  where  the  Hudson  Bay  and  oth- 
er stores  kept  provisions.  The  wagons 
were  put  on  a  ferry  boat,  but  the  horses 
swam  across  the  St.  Lawrence  River, 
from  the  present  Custom  house  to  St. 
Helen's   Island. 

HAPPIER       DAYS. 

My  own  lot  fell  in  those  happier  days 
when  schools  were  plentiful  and  when 
such  splendid  born  teachers  as  Hobart 
Butler  of  Stanbridge  Academy  made  the 
way  easy  for  every  willing  mind. 

It  was  my  good  fortune  for  several  ses- 
sions to  have  the  Hon.  Justice.  Lynch  as 
my  seat  mate.  I  believe  I  was  slightly 
his  senior  in  years,  but  his  seniority  over 
me  was  that  of  a  great  grandfather  in 
languages,  literature  and  all  such  things 
as  have  made  him  the  great  orator,  and 
given  him  that  judicial  mind  which  has 
enabled  htim  to  fill  the  honorable  posi- 
tion which  he  holds  with  the  highest 
respect  of  all  his  fellow  citizens.  To  me 
fell  the  easier  and  more  simple  mathe- 
matical position  of  finding  out  that 
twice  five  makes  ten. 

In  1856  my  father  took  me  to  Mon- 
real.  It  was  the  time  to  market  the 
first  load  of  cheese    for  that    season.  We 
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went  from  Frelighsburg  to  Notre  Dame 
de  Stanbridge  whore  the  old  plank  road 
had  been  built  to  St.  Johns.  From  there 
the  railroad  had  been  diverted  to  St. 
Laambert's  and  we  crossed  the  St.  Law- 
rence River  in  the  terry  boat  called  the 
"Iron   Duke.*' 

( Occasionally  the  sons  of  the  old  set- 
tlers are  coming  back  to  the  farm,  and 
I  hope  to  see  more  of  them,  as  the  best 
system  of  farming  is  adopted,  including 
the  rotation  of  crops,  the  selection  of 
seeds,  and  the  much  needed  improvement 
in  the  herds  of  cows. 

Xo  life  can  be  made  more  enjoyable, 
especially  when  the  best  modern  methods 
of  farming  are  adopted,  and  I  would 
come  back  to  the  old  farm  tomorrow, 
were  it  not  for  the  business,  social  and 
church  associations  that  bind  me  to  Mon- 
treal, where  I  have  lived  for  forty-five 
years. 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  attention, 
and  for  this  opportunity  of  meeting  with 
you. 


Short  speeches  were  delivered  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Plaisted,  rector  of  Dun- 
ham; J  no.  P.  Noyes,  Esq.,  ex- 
President  of  the  Society;  Mr.  Nel- 
son Brown  of  Dunham;  Geo.  Cap- 
sev,  Esq.,  advocate  of  Bedford, 
and  Mr.  C.  O.  Jones  of  Bedford, 
also  ex-President  of  the  Society. 


ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  iNoyes,  sec- 
onded by  Mr.  Jones  that  the  Hon. 
J.  C.  McCorkill  be  re-elected  Pres- 


ident of  the  Society.    Carried    un- 
animously. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes,  sec- 
onded by  Mr.  Aver  that  Messrs. 
E.  E.  Spencer  and  F.  X.  A.  Gir- 
oux  be  re-elected  Vice-Presidents. 
Carried. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Saunders,  second- 
ed by  Mr.  Capsey  that  C.  S. 
Moore,  Esq.,  be  re-elected  Secre- 
tary Treasurer.     Carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  second- 
ed by  Mr.  Noyes,  George  Capsey 
was  re-elected  Auditor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  R.  Smith, 
seconded  by  Mr.  S  Vitus.,  Hon.  W, 
W.  Lynch  and  Messrs.  J  no.  P. 
Noyes  and  C.  O.  Jones  were  re- 
elected Honorary  Presidents  of 
the  Society. 

It  was  also  moved  by  Mr.  Smith 
seconded  by  Mr.  Sheltus  that  the 
President  be  authorized  to  fill  all 
vacant  offices,  select  local  officers 
and  name  Executive  Committees. 

There  being  no  further  business, 
the  meeting  then  adjourned. 

(Signed) 

C.  S.  MOORE, 
Sec.    Treas. 
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Scene  on  Selby  Lake,  Dunham,    Que. 


^Lake  View  House,"  Selby  Lake,  Dunham,  Que. 
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A    Unique    Event. 


PICNIC  MISSISQUOI  HISTORICAL   SOCIETY. 


LARGE   AND  DISTINGUISHED  GATHERING  AT  THE  BEAUTI- 
FUL SELBY  LAKE,    DUNHAM. 


Hon.  Judge  McCorkill  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  his  latest  ac- 
hievement. For  two  years  past  he 
has  been  President  of  the  Missis- 
quoi  Historical  Society  and  by 
his  intelligence  and  assiduity  has 
elevated  the  status  of  the  asso- 
ciation of  which  he  is  chief  execu- 
tive officer.  This  year,  not  con- 
tent with  the  annual  meeting, 
which  is  generally  slimly  attended 
he  conceived  the  idea  of  a  public 
picnic,  to  which  the  friends  of  lo- 
cal historical  research  should  be 
especially  invited.  The  picnic  was 
held  on  Thursday,  August  nth, 
1910,  at  Selbv  Lake,  in  Dunham 
Township,  one  of  the  most  pictur- 
esque spots  in  the  Eastern  Town- 
ships, and  in  spite  of  a  heavy 
downpour  of  rain  during  the  pre- 
ceding twenty-four  hours,  there 
was  a  large  gathering  of  leading 
citizens  from  the  .neighborhood  in- 
terspersed with  a  few  devoted 
friends  from  a  wider  circuit  of 
territory.  Among  those  present, 
the  writer's  vision  came  in  con- 
tact with  the  Hon.  Judge  McCor- 
kill (president)  and  Mrs.  McCor- 
kill. Hon.  Justice  Lynch  (ex-presi- 
dent). Mr.  J.  P.  Noyes  (ex-presi- 
dent;, Mr.  E.  L.  Watson,  Rev.  Hy 
Plaisted,  Mr.  Selby,  Dunham; 
Rev.  Inspector  E.  M.  Taylor, 
Know.lton;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
C.  McCorkill  of  Farnham;  Mrs. 
Moore  and  Air.  Chas.  S.  Moore, 
Secretary;  Registrar  E.  F.  Cur- 
rie  and  Air.  Henry  Connor  of  Bed- 
ford;      Messrs.   Thos.    N.    Shepard, 


E.  E.  Spencer  and  A.  H.  Holden 
of  Frelighsburg;  R.  P.  Duboyce, 
N.P.,  A.  R.  B.  Lockhart,  Princi- 
pal of  Huntingdon  Academy;  N.C. 
Davies,  Principal  of  Hull  Acad- 
emy; Mr.  Chas.  M.  Cotton,  Mon- 
treal; Mr.  Stevens  Baker,  Cowans- 
ville;  Rev.  C.  P.  England,  Dix- 
ville;  Rev.  W.  P.  Lewis,  Cowans- 
ville;  Miss  Muir  and  Miss  Bertha 
Noyes,  Cowansville,  and  a  large 
number  of  others  whose  names  un- 
fortunately we  did  not  learn. 

A  capital  lunch  was  served  at 
about  midday,  which  was  thor- 
oughly enjoyed.  This  important 
feature  of  the  programme  being 
concluded  the  assembly  gathered 
round  the  pavillion  of  the  Lake 
View  House,  and  the  meeting  was 
called  to  order  by  the  President  of 
the  Association. 

president  McCorkill. 

Judge  McCorkill  is  an  exceed- 
ingly pleasing  speaker.  He  rarely 
gives  way  to  aerial  flights  or 
classically  rounded  periods,  but  he 
rivets  attention  by  the  directness 
and  simplicity  of  his  manner,  and 
in  this  particular  is  more  in  touch 
with  the  popular  style  of  Eng- 
land than  that  which  usually  pre- 
vails on  this  continent.  He  spoke 
for  about  20  minutes  and  in  that 
limited  time, reviewed  the  history 
of  the  vSociety,  explained  its.  pres- 
ent status  and  pleaded  with  al- 
most irresistible  force  for  its 
more  generous  and  more  general 
encouragement. 
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Judge  McCorkill  among  other 
things,  claimed  that  Missisquoi 
was  the  most  historical  County  of 
the  Eastern  Townships,  inasmuch 
as  it  bordered  IvaRe  Uhamplain, 
Richelieu  River  and  the  United 
{States,  which  were  conducive  to 
the  recollection  of  scenes  in  his- 
tory that  had  great  and  import- 
ant interest  for  all  residents.  The 
people  early  settled  here,  as  it 
was  the  water-way  from  the 
United  States,  and  not  only 
should  residents  from  Missisquoi, 
but  all  the  people  of  the  District 
of  Bedford,  take  a  profound  inter- 
est in  treasuring  the  history  oi 
this  noble  old  county.  His  Uord- 
ship  urged  everybody  to  rally  and 
support  the  Society.  Ine  Society 
has  published  four  reports,  which 
were  a  credit  alike  to  the  compil- 
ers and  the  publishers.  His  Honor 
also  paid  a  warm  tribute  to  the 
publishers  of  The  News,  for 
the"  cordial  interest  it  had 
always  taken  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Society.  Refer- 
ing  to  the  last  report  published  he 
characterized  it  as  a  valuable 
document  which  one  can  get  (in- 
cluding membership)  for  $1.  Ref- 
erence was  also  made  to  several 
articles  in  the  report.  The  Society 
had  obtained  fronr  the  Govern- 
ment a  grant  for  a  monument, 
which  had  been  erected  at  Eccles 
Hill,  and  unveiled  on  the  2nd  of 
July,  1902.  The  Society  had  suf- 
fered a  severe  blow  in  1904,  when 
its  President,  Dr.  C.  U.  Cotton, 
and  the  Secretary,  Dr.  N.  A. 
Smith  had  died,  but  on  the  call  of 
Judge  Lynch  it  had  been  reorgan- 
ized with  J.  P.  Noyes,  Esq.,  K.C. 
of  Sweetsburg,  as  President,  since 
which  time  it  has  been  very  active 
in  s.pite  of  poor  general  support 
received,  as  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  its  membership  at  the  pres- 
ent time  was  only  113  instead  of 
from  500  to  1,000  as  it  ought  to 
be. 

The  chairman  read  letters  of  re- 
gret from  a    number  of  gentlemen 


from  a  distance  who  were  unable 
to  be  present.  it  seemed  to  us 
that  some  of  those  letters  need  not 
have  been  written — the  response 
should  have  been  111  person. 

JUDGE  LYNCH. 

Judge  Lynch  being  called  upon 
followed  the  President.  As  His 
Lordship  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  M.C.H.S.,  and  as  he  is  an 
honored  son  of  the  soil,  it  would 
be  a  matter  of  much  historical  in- 
terest to  learn,  even  approximate- 
ly, on  howr  many  dilierent  occa- 
sions since  he  graduated  a  gold 
medalist  at  McGill,  he  has  ad- 
dressed public  meetings.  We  do 
not  mean  inclusive  of  his  legal  or 
judicial  public  utterances.  The  in- 
quiry, would  be  positively  hopeless 
with  these  included,  but  aside  al- 
together from  his  distinguished 
professional  career  it  would  be  in- 
teresting to  know  how  many 
times  Judge  Lynch  has  lifted  his 
eloquent  voice  in  public  in  the 
District  of  Bedford  on  philanthro- 
pic, religious,  educational  or  poli- 
tical topics.  The  first  time  the 
writer  recollects  hearing  Judge 
Lynch  speak  wTas  at  Eccles  Hiii 
when  he  was  a  private  member  of 
Col.  Westower's  redoubtable  Home 
Guards.  That  was  in  1870  or 
1871 — sa}7-  40  years  ago.  Since 
that  exciting  epoch  on  how  many 
occasions  has  His  Lordship  ad- 
dressed his  fellow  citizens  and  fel- 
low laborers  in  some  good  cause  i 
A  conservative  estimate  we  should 
say  would  be  fifty  times  a  year, 
or  a  total  of  two  thousand 
speeches  pro  bono  publico,  and  011 
matters  in  which  he  had  no  direct 
personal  interest.  The  record  may 
be  equalled,  possibly  surpassed, 
but  in  any  event  it  is  a  most 
honorable  one. 

But  we  are  wandering  from  our 
report  of  the  historical  picnic, 
vludge  Lynch  spoke  in  his  usual 
heartv,  enthusiastic  manner,  in 
his    clear  and  sonorous  voice  with 
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which  so  many  are  familiar,    and 

without  a  moment's  loss  of  time 
for  an  idea  or  a  word.  He  en- 
dorsed the  aims  and  objects  oi 
the  Society,  applauded  the  men, 
and  the  women  also,  closely  con- 
nected with  it  and  pleaded  elo- 
quently for  its  more  liberal  sup- 
port. He  showed  how  a  thousand 
dollars  had  been  raised  through 
the  initiation  of  Mr.  Geo.  G.  Fos- 
ter, as  a  capital  fund  for  the 
Brome  '  Historical  Society  and 
clearly  demonstrated  that  Missis- 
quoi  County  should  not  do  less 
than  this.  He  also  pleaded  for  the 
rescue  from  oblivion  of  ancient 
deeds  and  other  documents  that 
indirectly  at  least  bore  upon  the 
early  history  of  our  county.  Judge 
Lynch  was  loudly  cheered  when  he 
resumed  his  seat. 

MR.  E.  L.  WATSON. 

Mr.  E.  L.  Watson  of  Dunham,  a 
scholarly  historical  student  of 
more  than  local  reputation,  in 
response  to  a  call  from  the  chair, 
delivered  a  pleasing  address  on 
the  origin  or  derivation  of  the 
names  of  many  places  in  the  coun- 
tv  of  Missisquoi,  which  was  list- 
ened to  writh  every  indication  of 
gratification. 

REV.  E.  M.  TAYLOR. 

The  Rev.E.  M.Taylor  of  Brome, 
the  first  and  only  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  the  sister  historical 
society  of  Brome,  needed  no  in- 
troduction to  a  Missisquoi  audi- 
ence. He  has  for  years  been  a  fa- 
miliar figure  on  tne  public  plat- 
lorm  (A  this  part  of  the  province, 
and  in  addition  to  historical  re- 
search has  established  a  reputa- 
tion for  religious  and  educational 
work  alike  in  country  and  city, 
which  redounds  to  his  credit.  He 
and  Judge  Lynch  were  pioneers  in 
the  work  of  establishing  the 
Brome  Historical  Society  in  1897, 
and   together   with  unflagging  vig- 


or they  have  since  labored,  like 
twin  brothers,  in  the  upbuilding 
of  the  organization,  the  latter  as 
President  and  the  former  as  Sec- 
retary. Mr.  Taylor's  address  was 
mainly  reminiscences  of  incidents 
connected  with  the  Brome  Society, 
but  before  he  concluded  his  re- 
marks he  made  it  clear  that  the 
boundary  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada  had  been  di- 
verted north  of  45,  so  that  the 
Americans  had  appropriated  part 
of  Highgate  and  some  other  land 
now  in  Vermont,  which  should 
have  been  in  Canada.  The  U.  E. 
Loyalists  in  Highgate,  St.  Albans 
and  Alburgh  expected  they  were 
settling  in  Canada,  and  lost  their 
land,  later  on  by  confiscation. 
Stepping  still  further  beyond  the 
confines  of  his  adopted  county  Mr. 
Taylor  showed  that  Vermont  was 
not  one  of  the  rebelling  colonies 
in  1 775-1 781.  Vermont,  which  af- 
filiated with  the  union  at  a  later 
date,  claimed  to  be  one  of  the  in- 
dependent states,  and  sent  Ira  and 
William  Allen  to  England  to  get 
better  terms  and  remain  under  the 
British  flag,  but  Fay  and  Chitten- 
den Allen  secured  better  trade 
with  the  United  States,  sort  of 
preferential  trade  as  it  were,  and 
Mr.  Vermont  became  a    Yankee. 

REV.  RURAL  DEAN  LEWIS. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  warmly  ap- 
plauded at  the  conclusion  of  his 
remarks.  He  was  followed  by  the 
Rev.  Rural  Dean  Lewis,  Rector  of 
Cow.ansville,  in  an  impromptu  ad- 
dress notable  for  its  elegance  of 
diction  and  impressiveness  of  de- 
livery. Mr.  Lewis  cast  his 
thoughts  somewhat  further  afield 
than  the  preceding  speakers.  He 
dealt  with  the  migration  of  the 
sons  of  the  Eastern  Townships  to 
the  provinces  of  the  west  and  de- 
clared unhesitatingly  that  they 
were  leaving  a»  heritage  here  the 
equal  of  which  they  would  find  no- 
where  else.       He  said    that     there 
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were  many  people  in  Western  Ca- 
nada who  wished  themselves  back 
in  Quebec.  Neither  the  C.  P.  K . 
Company,  nor  the  Stock  Exchange 
nor  the  big  markets  told  him  so, 
but  he  knew.it  was  true.  No  peo- 
ple can  be  better  oil  than  the  Eng- 
lish in  the  Province  of  Ouebec.  It 
would  not  be  good  for  the  world 
to  be  filled  with  one  nationality, 
or  one  religion.  Here,  we  have  a 
cosmopolitan  people,  with  broader 
sympathies  than  would  be  the 
case  with  only  one  race  or  one  re- 
ligion. The  day  will  come,  the 
learned  Rector  added  in  conclu- 
sion, when  the  more  permanent 
benefits  of  the  old  eastern  civiliza- 
tion of  Ouebec  will  be  longed  for 
by  those  persons  who  were  leav- 
ing for  the  so-called  golden  wTest. 
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Mr.  Ivewis'  speech  had  the    desired 
effect.    It  set  people  a  thinking. 

MR.  C.  M.  Lui'iON. 

Mr.  C.  M.  Cotton,  advocate  of 
Montreal,  commenced  what  prom- 
ised to  be  a  gifted  speech,  but  a 
heavv  shower  suddenly  sprung  up 
and  the  people  hurriedly  made  for 
cover,  and  thus  rne  formal  pro- 
ceedings w.ere  abruptly  terminated 
However,  word  was  passed  around 
that  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society  would  be  held  at  Bedford 
on  Saturday,  the  27th  inst,  when 
a  large  attendance  of  all  interest- 
ed is  earnestly  desired.  The  an- 
nual membership  fee  is  only  $1, 
which  includes  a  copy  of  the  an- 
nual report.— (Bedford  News  and 
Advocate,  Aug.  13,  1910.) 
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The  Seigniories  of  Missisquoi 


The  feudal  or  seigniorial  system 
of  land  tenure,  which  -xisted  in 
France,  was  introduced  into  Can- 
ada in  the  sixteenth  century,  when 
it  was  a  colony  of  uie  J£ing(lom 
of  France. 

Missisquoi  has  the  distinction,  1 
believe,  of  being  the  only  •  ounty 
of  the  Eastern  Xowaships,  in 
which  land  was  held  unctei  tlr.& 
system,   during  the  French  regime 

Although  this  article  Joes  not 
aim  at  an  exposition  of  this  com- 
plex system  of  land  tenure  gener- 
ally, vet'  a  few  historical  11  >tes  ol 
the  various  attempts  to  encour- 
age colonization  under  it,  i>nd  the 
plans  resorted  to  by  the  King  to 
accomplish  this  end,  with  txoian- 
ations  of  its  principal  features,  as 
it  existed  at  the  time  it  took  root 
in  what  is  now  the  County  of 
Missisquoi,   seem  necessary. 


In  1598,  the  Marquis  de  la 
Roche,  a  nobleman  of  Britany, 
was  appointed  to  the  post  of  Lieu- 
tenant-general and  Governor  of 
Canada. 

He  was  invested  witn  most  ex- 
tensive powers.  Parkman,  in  his 
"Pioneers  of  France  in  the  JNew 
World,"  says  his  commission  gave 

him  power  "to  grant  lands 

"in  the  form  of  fiefs,  seigniories, 
"chatellenies,  countships,  vice- 
"countships,  baronets,  and  otner 
"dignities,  to  be  held  in  suchman- 
"ner  as  he  shall  cteem  in  keeping 
"with  their  services,  and  on  sucli 
"terms  and  conditions  as  shall 
"conduce  to  the  defence  of  the 
"said  countries." 

De  La  Roche's  attempt  at  colo- 
nization was  a  most  complete 
failure.  Other  attempts  were 
made  by  ambitious  and  ad  ven- 
turous spirits,  including  the  great 


Champlain  himself,  who  founded 
Quebec  in  1608,  and  acted  as 
Lieutenant-General  of  the  colony, 
until  he  was  appointed  Governor 
in    1629. 

Up  to  1626,  only  three  seig- 
niorial grants  had  been  made;  all 
within  easy  distance  01  Quebec. 
The  first  grant  was  to  Louis  He- 
bert,  who  is  termed  the  first 
farmer  of  New  France;  he  was 
granted  the  seigniory,  of  Sault  au 
Matelot,   near  Quebec. 

On  May  6th,  1628,  the  King 
signed  the  charter  incorpor- 
ating "The  Company  of  the  Hun- 
dred Associates,"  with  the  hope 
of  putting  new  life  x^loi  the  work 
of  colonization. 

By  the  terms  of  its  charter,  this 
company  received  all  the  terri- 
tories, claimed  by  France  in  North 
America,  "in  full  property,  juris- 
diction and  seigniory,  suDject  to 
"the  conditions  of  feaity  and  ho- 
"mage,  and  the  payment  to  the 
"King  of  a  gold  crown  weighing 
"eight  marks. 

Champlain  was  appointed  uov- 
ernor  of  the  colony,  oy  'cms  com- 
pany, 16th  of  March,  1629,  and 
was  granted  extensive  military, 
administrative  and  jua^^a! 

powers. 

The  first  seigniorial  grant  under 
these  new  Lords  of  the  colony  was 
made  on  the  15th  of  January, 
1634,  of  the  seigniory  of  Beauport, 
below.  Ouebec  City,  to  Robert  Gii- 
fard. 

During  its  existence  this  com- 
panv  made  about  sixty  seigniorial 
grants.   (Moore    25,  note    5). 

Owing  to  the  liquor  traffic  in 
which  it  embarked,  it  was  violent- 
ly attacked  by  the  .  esuit  mis- 
sionaries,  who  complained  to  the 
home      government    and      broug.- 
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about  the  surrender  of  its  eharter 
on  the  24th  01  February,  1663, 
about  33  rears  hitler  its  incorpor- 
ation. 

The  officers  of  tue  crown  ad- 
ministered the  a  Hairs  of  the  col- 
ony  until  the  organization  of  a 
new  company,  May,  1664,  known 
as  "The  Company  oif  the  West  In- 
dies (  La  Compagne  des  Indes  Oc- 
cidentales)  which,  we  are  told,  was 
specially  organized  with  the  hope 
and  expectation  ol  gaining  far 
France,  a  share  of  the  growing 
commerce,  which  other  European 
nations  were  developing  with  the 
West  Indies. 

Although  this  company  was  giv- 
en absolute  jurisdiction  over  the 
whole  territory.,  with  the  right  to 
make  seigniorial  grants  to  colon- 
ists, history  records  that  the 
King,  bv  the  Governor  and  Inten- 
dant,  really  exercised  all  adminis- 
trative rights  in  the  colony,  (re- 
covering with  one  hand  what  he 
granted  with  the  other,  as  one 
historian  characterizes  it).  Thus 
although  the  power  was  granted 
to  the  company,  to  make  conces- 
sions of  land,  they  were  actually 
made  by  the  Governor  and  Intend- 
ant,  as  officers  of  the  King. 

This  condition  of  affairs  lasted 
from  1664  to  1674,  when  the 
King  summarily  revoKed  me  com- 
pany's charLer  and  granted  xree- 
dom  of  trade  to  all  his  colonial 
subjects. 

In  1676  a  royal  enactment  de- 
clared that,  for  tiie  future,  all 
land  grants,  in  the  colony  should 
be  made  by  the  Governor  and  In- 
tendant,  jointly,  subject,  however 
on  pain  of  nullity,  to  the  approval 
of  the  King,  within  one  year. 

The  ordinance  issue.-  lo  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Inlendanl,  dated  the 
15th  of  April,     1676,  is  as  follows: 

'Louis,  by  the  Grace  of  God, 
'King  of  France  and  iNavarre. 

"To  our  beloved  the  bieurs 
"Count  de  Frontenac,  our  Lieu- 
"  tenant-Governor  in  Canada,  or 
"New   France,  and  Duchesneau,  in- 


"tendant  of  Justice,  police  and 
"finance  in  the  said  country, 
"greeting. 

lllt  being  necessary  to  provide 
"for  the  concession  of  wild  lands 
"to  the  inhabitants  actuallv  liv- 
"ing  in  the  said  country,  or  to 
"those  which  mav  be  sent  there- 
"to  by  us  for  the  purpose  of  set- 
"tling,  we  have  given  and  do  here- 
by give  you,  jointly,  our  power, 
"signed  with  our  hand,  to  grant 
"concessions  of  lands,  as  well  to 
"the  old  inhabitants  as  to  those 
"who  will  come  to  the  countrv, 
"for  the  purpose  of  set  clement, 
"provided,  however,  that  the 
"deeds  of  such  concessions  be  sub- 
"mitted  for  approval,  within  one 
"year  from  the  day  of  their  ex- 
ecution, in  default  of  which  the 
"same  are  declared  null  and  void. 
"And  it  is  our  will,  that  the  said 
"concessions  be  onlv  given  upon 
"the  condition  of  clearing  the 
"lands,  and  of  bringing  them  into 
"value  within  six  immediate  and 
"consecutive  years,  otherwise  the 
"said  concessions  to  be  null;  and 
"provided  that  all  such  grants 
"shall  be  made  contiguous  to  one 
"another.  And  to  uus  effect  we 
"hereby  specially  authorize  and 
"command  you;  and  in  order  to 
"give  authenticity  to  these  pres- 
ents for  ever,  we  have  caused  our 
"seal  to  be  hereunto  annexed. 

"Made   at   the   camp   of  Huertu- 
"bise  near  Valenciennes,  the    20th 
"day     of  May,     1674,     and  in    the 
"34th  year  of  our  reign." 
(Signed) 

LOUIS. 

"Registered,  to  be  executed  ac- 
cording to  a  decree  of  this  day, 
"at  Quebec,  the  nineteenth  day  of 
"October,  one  thousand  six  hun- 
"dred  and  seventy-six." 

Although  many  enactments  were 
passed  between  1676  and  171 1,  in 
the  interest  of  and  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  colony,  they  require 
no  special  attention  here. 

On  the     8th  of  ouly,     1711,   two 
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most  important  enactments,  af- 
fecting the  colonial  land  tenure 
system,  were  passed,  known  as 
,lThe  Arrets  (decrees)  of  Marley," 
this  being  the  name  of  uie  place 
where  the  King  allixed  his  signa- 
ture thereto. 

The  first  of  these  decrees  relates 
to  seigniories,  and  to  the  obliga- 
tion of  the  seigniors  to  sub-grant 
their  lands.  The  ouject  was.  to 
compel  the  seigniors  uo  settle  tiieir 
seigniories,  by  the  granting  of 
lands  to  settlers,  within  a  limited 
delav.  The  time  j.ixed  was  one 
year,  and  the  penalty  of  failure, 
was  the  forfeiture  of  the  grant. 

Another  provision  forbade  tne 
exacting,  by  the  seigniors,  from 
the  settlers,  of  anything  more 
than  the  customary  dues  and  ser- 
vices provided  by  the  custom  of 
Paris,"  that  is,  of  one  sou  (cent; 
for  each  "arpent"  of  frontage,  by 
forty  "arpents"  in  depth,  ana 
that  this  charge  should  be  uniform 
throughout  the  colony. 

The  second  decree  required  that 
upon  pain  of  foritiaire  the  seig- 
niors and  inhabitants  should  cul- 
tivate and  live  upon  their  hold- 
ings "tenir  feu  et  lieu"  within  one 
year  from  the  date  of  being  put  in 
possession,  on  tne  order  of  tne 
Governor  and  Intendant.  (There 
was  to  be  no  more  absentee  land- 
lordism). 

The  following  is  a  translanon 
of  the  decrees  of  Marley: 

"From  the  King,  commanding 
"that  conceded  lands  be  fortnwith 
"put  in  cultivation  and  occupied 
"with  inhabitants. 

"WHEREAS,  it  hath  been  made 
"known  to  His  Majesty  the  King 
"that,  of  the  lands  which  His  Ma- 
"jesty  hath  been  pleased  to  grant 
"in  seigniory  to  His  Majesty's 
"subjects  in  New  France,  there 
"are  parts  as  yet  but  partially 
"inhabited,  and  otners  altogether 
"uninhabited,  and  whereon  even 
"those  to  whom  they  have  been 
"granted,  have  not  yet  made  any 


'clearance  in  furtherance  of  their 
'establishment. 

"And  whereas,  it  is  made 
'known  to  His  Majesty  that  there 
'are  seigniors  who  refuse,  for 
'various  pretences,  to  grant  their 
'lands  to  such  as  ask  them,  re- 
' serving  to  themselves  the  sale 
'thereof,  and  imposing  on  such 
'inhabitants  the  same  rental  dues 
'as  are  imposed  on  those  already 
'settled,  violating  His  Majesty's 
'will,  and  the  conditions  ol  the 
'deeds,  by  which  they  can  merely 
'grant  the  said  lands  tla  titre  de 
'redevance,"  and  also  to  the 
'great  prejudice  of  tne  new  in- 
' habitants,  by  withholding  from 
'them  such  lands  as  are  best  sit- 
'uated  for  trade.  Against  which 
'providing — His  Majesty  in  Coun- 
'cil  hath  declared,  that  within  one 
'year  from  the  publication  of  this 
'decree,  and  not  after,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  New  France,  to  whom 
'His  Majesty  hath  granted  lands 
'in  seigniory,  shall  be  held  to  put 
'the  same  in  cui^vanon  and  set- 
'tled  with  inhabitants,  in  default 
'of  which,  the  said  time  being  ex- 
'pired,  His  Majesty  ordains  tha 
'such  seigniories  be  rejoined  to 
'His  "Demesnes"  at  the  suit  ol 
'the  Attorney-General  of  tne 
'Superior  Council  of  Quebec,  upon 
'the  ordinances  of  His  Majesty's 
'Governor,  Lieutenant-General 

'and  Intendant  of  the  said  coun- 
'try  of  New  France. 

"His  Majesty  further  decrees, 
'that  all  seigniors  of  said  New 
'France  shall  grant  the  lands  of 
'their  seigniories  to  such  of  the 
'inhabitants,  as  shall  ask  them  "a 
'titre  de  redevance,"  (an 
'annual  quit  rent)  and  failing  to 
'do  so,  the  said  inhabitants  are 
'authorized  to  ask  the  said  lands 
'by  simple  summons,  to  which 
'refusing,  the  said  inhabitants 
'are  directed  to  apply  to  the 
'Governor,  lyieutenant-General 

'and  Intendant  of  the  said  coun- 
'try  of  New  France,  to  whom  it 
'is  His     Majesty's  commands    tG 
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"grant  the  lands  asked  lor  in  the 
"said  seigniories,  by  the  inhabi- 
tants aforesaid,  at  the  same  rate 
"of  dues  as-  are  imposed  on  ether 
"lands  granted  within  such  seig- 
niories, such  dues  to  be  paid  into 
"the  hands  of  the  receiver  of  His 
"Majesty's  "demesnes"  at  the  city 
"of  Quebec,  which  said  seigniors 
"shall  have  no  power  over  such 
"lands  whatever. 

"And  this  decree  shall  be  en- 
rolled at  the  office  of  the  Super- 
ior Council  of  Ouebec,  and  read 
"and  published  wherever  neces- 
"sarv. 

"Given  before  His  Majesty  in 
"His  Council  of  otate  at  Marley, 
"the  sixth  of  July,     171 1." 

The  seigniors  were  thereby  rend- 
ered mere  trustees  of  tne  Crown, 
with  respect  to  their  holdings. 
(Doutre  &  Lareau,  Droit  Civil  Ca- 
nadien,     page     244.) 

From  1711  to  1727,  only  five 
seigniories  wTere  conceded;  in  fact, 
none  at  all  were  made  from  17 17 
to  1727,  as  the  officers  of  the 
Crown  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  granting  of  so  many 
seigniories  had  been  prejudicial  to 
the  settlement  of  the  colony. 

The  granting  of  seigniories  was 
resumed  in  1727,  but  to  a  limited 
extent  only.  It  was  about  'this 
period  that  Sieurs  Foucault  and 
Xovan  made  application  for  vSeig- 
niories  on  the  Richelieu  River,  as 
will  appear  hereafter. 


It  will  have  been  observed  that 
grants  of  land  to  seigniors  were 
made,  at  this  time,  "a  titre  de 
redevances,"  that  is,  subject  to 
the  condition  that  they  were  to 
be  regranted,  at  an  annual  rental, 
called  "cens  et  rentes,"  to  ten- 
ant proprietors,  called  "censit- 
aires"— the  rental  not  to  exceed 
one  or  two  "sous"  or  "sols"  (one 
or  two  cents)  per  annum,  for  each 
superficial  arpent. 

This  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  an  excessive 

charge,      and       yet,        when        one 


considers  the  time  at  which  the 
grants  were  made,  and  the  diffi- 
culties which  the  settlers  had  to 
contend  with,  it  was  more  or  less 
of  a  burden  upon  them.  But  the 
seigniors  are  said  to  have  found 
ways,  and  means  of  violating  the 
terms  of  their  grants,  ana  01  im- 
posing other  and  more  onerous 
charges  upon  their  tenants. 

One  of  the  heaviest  ana  most  op- 
pressive legal  charges  upon  the 
"eensitaire"  was  the  'Tods  et 
ventes,"  a  monev  tax,  payable  to 
the  seignior,  or  one-twelfth  of  the 
price  of  everv  sale  of  land  made  by 
him.  As  this  tax  covered  du....- 
ings  as  well  as  land,  it  will  be 
understood  that  it  greatlv  hind- 
ered improvements. 

If  the  seignior  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve the  price  of  sale,  mentioned 
in  the  contract,  was  less  than  that 
actually  agreed  upon  between  the 
parties,  he  had  the  right  to  redeem 
the  property,  himself,  under  wrhat 
is-  known  as  the  "droit  de  re- 
traite,"  (right  to  withdraw), 
within  fortv  days  of  the  date  of 
the  sale,  upon  payment  to  the  "cen- 
sitaire" of  the  price  mentioned  in 
the  deed. 

Among  the  obligations  which  the 
seignior  was  held  to  by  the  Crown 
was  the  erection  of  a  grist-mill 
on  his  property  (decree  oi  1686). 
For  his  protection,  the  tenants  or 
"eonsitaires"  were  obliged  to 
have  all  their  grain  ground  in 
their  seignior's,  mill,  and  to  pay 
him  a  tell  of  one  fourteenth  of 
the  grain  sent  to  be  ground.  This 
was  known  as  the  banality,  "le 
driot  de  banalite,"  known  in  the 
Kn^lish  law  as  "doing  suit  to  the 
mill." 

The  seignior  owed  fealty  and 
homage,  (foi  et  honnmage)  to  the 
Crown.  Within  a  reasonable  time 
after  receiving  his  grant,  whether 
directly  from  the  Crown,  by  pur- 
chase, or  by  succession,  he  must 
appear  at  the  Chateau  of  St. 
Louis,  in  Quebec  and  there,  with 
uncovered     head    and     on    bended 
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knee,  render  his  fealty  and  homage 
before  the  representatives  of  the 
King.  This  must  have  been  re- 
newed with  the  ascendency  of  each 
new  Sovereign . 

This  obligation  was  continued 
in  force  after  the  country  had 
passed  over  to  the  British.  It  will 
be  seen  that  after  the  seigniory  of 
Foucault  had  been  acquired  by 
John  Donega'ni,  he  rendered  fealty 
and  homage  to  the  British  King. 

The  last  act  of  fealty  and  hom- 
age in  the  province,  was  perform- 
ed by  the  late  Judge  Wftirtele,  on 
the  3rd  of  February,  1854,  short- 
ly before  the  abolition  of  seignior- 
ial tenure. 

Another  obligation  of  seigniors 
towards  the  Crown,  was  the  pay- 
ment to  it  of  the  "quint,"  a  tax 
upon  each  mutation  or  change  of 
ownership  of  the  seigniory,  wheth- 
er by  sale,  gift,  exchange,  inheri- 
tance, except  in  the  direct  line  of 
succession,  and  fixed  by  the  "Cus- 
tom of  Paris,"  at  one-fifth  of  the 
mutation  value  of  the  seigniory. 
The  practice  in  New  France,  how- 
ever, was  to  make  a  rebate  of  one 
third  of  the  amount  paid. 

Among  the  honorary  privileges 
of  the  seignior  was  the  right  to 
exact  and  receive  the  fealty  a1 
homage  of  each  of  his  "cen- 
sitaires"  or  tenants.  The  cere- 
tncmy  took  place  at  the  "Manor 
House,"  and  was  performed  in 
somewhat  the  saine  submissive 
manner,  as  that  of  his  seignior  to- 
wards the  King's  representatives, 
but  with  less  ceremony. 

All  these  respective  rights  and 
obligations  of  the  seignior  and  his 
"censitaires"     continued  in  active 


operation  after  the  colony  was 
ceded  to  Great  Britain— until  the 
system  was  finally  abolis^-  as 
hereinafter  explained. 

It  was  not  expressly  exacted,  as 
a  condition  for  land  grants,  that 
military  duty  was  to  be  rendered 
by  the  seigniors  and  their  "cen- 
sitaires," as  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  of  the  seigniorial  docu- 
ments contain  any  mention  01 
military  service.  It  was  well  un- 
derstood in  the  colony,  however, 
that  the  ^ing  counted  on,  and  ex- 
pected, every  colonist,  w.ho  was 
physically  able,  whether  seignioir 
or  not,  to  assist  in  the  defence  of 
the  colony.  The  part  the  colonists 
took  in  the  various  wars  of  the 
colony  shows  he  did  not  count  in 
vain . 

This  was  in  marked  contrast 
with  the  law  and  custom  of  the 
parent  country.  There  the  seig- 
niors and  their  dependents  were, 
by  lawr,  held  for  such  service. 
Louis  XIV,  by  an  edict  of  1674, 
made  it  obligatory  that  persons, 
nobles,  barons,  etc.,  and  their 
vassals,  holding  lands  in  "fief"  or 
"arriere-fief,"  should  be  present 
on  days  and  places  fixed,  in  arms, 
mounted  and  equipped  and  ready 
for  service. 

These  explanations  of  this  anci- 
ent system  of  land  tenure  in  our 
province  will,  I  trust,  be  sufficient 
for  the  purposes  of  this  article. 
Any  one  who  may  become  inter- 
ested in  obtaining  fuller  know- 
ledge of  the  system,  has  only  to 
consult  the  wTorks  of  Parkman, 
.Xingsford,  Munro,  or  other  of  the 
numerous  writers  on  the  subject. 
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SEIGNIORY  OF  FOUCAULT. 


After  tlie  year  1727,  the  King 
of  France  empowered  the  Govern- 
or and  Intendant,  jointly,  to 
make  concessions  to  inhabitants, 
ol  the  comury  and  to  those  com- 
ing into  it,  for  the  purpose  of  set- 
tlement. 

Sienr  Foucanlt,  a  member  01 
the  Superior  Council  of  Quebec, 
and  special  scrivener  of  the  marine 
in  New  France,  petitioned  the 
King  for  a  grant  ol  land  "meas- 
"uring  two  leagues  in  wridth,  on 
"the  Chambly  river — now  the 
"Richelieu  River — and  extending 
"back  to  Missisquoi  Bay." 

On  the  3rd  of  April,  1733,  a 
concession  was  made  to  him,  by 
the  Marquis  de  Beauharnois,  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, and  Intendant 
Gilles  Hocquart,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is,  in  part  a  copy  (trans- 
lated): 

"3rd  April,  1733.  Concession  to 
"the  Sieur  Foucault  of  two  leagues 
"on  the  River  Chambly. 

"CHARLES  MARQUIS  DE  BEAUHAR- 
"NOIS,    &c. 


GILLES    HOCQUART,    &c. 

"On  the  petition  presented  to  us 
"by  the  Sieur  Foucault 

"We,  in  virtue  of  the  power 
"jointly    entrusted      to  us  by  His 

"Majesty, do  give,   grant 

"and  concede  unto  the  said  sieur 
"Foucault,  the  said  extent  of  two 
"leagues  of  land  in  front  by  the 
"depth  prayed  for,  ....  bounded 
"011  the  north  side  by  the  seignio- 
"rv.  recently  granted  to  the  Sieur 
"de  Noyan,  and  om  the  same  line, 
"and  on  the  south  side  iby  a  paral- 
lel line  drawn  east  and  west,  in 
"front  by  the  River  Chambly 
"(now  the  Richelieu),  and  in  rear 
"by  the  Bay  of  Missiskouy  ;  to 
"have  and  to  hold  the  same  unto 
"him,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for 
"ever,  in  fief  and  seigniory,  with 
"the  right  of  Superior,  mean    and 


'inferior  jurisdiction,  and  that  oi 
'hunting,  fishing  and  trading  with 
'the  Indians,  throughout  the 
'whole  extent  of  the  said  conces- 
'sion  ;  subject  to  the  performance 
'of  fealty  and  homage  (foi  et 
'hommage)  at  the  Castle  of  St. 
'Ivouis  in  Quebec,  of  which  he 
'shall  hold  under  the  customary 
'rights  and  dues  agreeably  to  the 
'Custom  of  Paris,  followed  in 
'this  country  ;  on  condition  that 
'he  shall  preserve  and  cause  to  ht 
'preserved  by  his  tenants  the  oaK 
'timber  fit  for  the  building  of  the 
'King's  ships  ;  that  he  shall  give 
'notice  to  His  Majesty  or  to  us 
'and  our  successors,  of  the  mines, 
'ores  and  minerals  wdiich  may  be 
'found  within  the  extent  of  the 
'said  concession  ;  that  the  appeals 
'from  the  decision  of  the  judge 
'wdio  may  be  established  at  the 
'said  place,  shall  lie  before  the 
'royal  jurisdiction  of  Montreal  ; 
'that  he  shall  keep  houise  and 
'home  (feu  et  lieu)  thereon,  and 
'cause  the  same  to  be  kept  by  his 
'tenants,  in  default  of  which  it 
'shall  be  reunited  to  His  Majes- 
ty's domain  ;  that  he  shall  im- 
'mediately  clear  and  cause  the 
'said  land  to  be  cleared;  that 
'he  shall  leave  on  said  con- 
'  cession,  the  King's  highways 
'and  other  roads,  which  shall 
'be  judged  necessary  for  pub- 
'licuse,and  cause  the  same  con- 
ditions to  be  inserted  in  the  con- 
'  cessions  which  he  may  grant  to 
'his  tenants,  subject  to  the  cus- 
'tomary  "cens  et  rentes"  and 
'dues,  for  every  arpent  of  land  in 
'front,  by  40  arpent s  in  depth  ; 
'that  he  shall  allow  the  beaches 
'to  be  free  to  all  fishermen,  with 
'the  exception  of  tiiose  which  he 
'may  want  for  his  own  fishery  ; 
'and  should  His  Ma  jest  v  hereafter 
'require  any  portion  of  the  said 
'lands  to  build  iorts,  batteries, 
'arsenals-,      magazines    and  public 
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"warks,  His  Majesty  shall  have 
"the  right  of  taking  it,  as  well  as 
"the  timber  necessary  for  the  said 
"works,  and  the  firewood  for  the 
"garrisons,  of  the  said  forts,  with- 
"omt  being  held- to  pay  any  indem- 
"nity  ;  the  whole  under  the  will 
"and  pleasure  of  His  Majesty,  by 
"whom  he  shall  be  held  to  have 
"these  presents  confirmed  witnm 
"one  year, 

"In  witness  whereof  we  have 
"signed  these  presents  and  caused 
"the  same  to  be  sealed  with  our 
"seals  at  arms,  and  countersigned 
"by  our  secretaries. 

"Given  at  Quebec,  the  third  day 
"of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
"dred  and  thirty-three." 

This  grant  was  ratified  by  His 
Miajesty  the  King,  on  the  6th  of 
April,  1734. 

Several  seigniories  were  survey- 
ed and  granted  on  the  Richelieu 
River  and  on  Lake  ChamplaLi,  be- 
sides those  of  Missisquoi.  Little, 
if  anything,  was  done  in  uiie  way 
of  settling  them  with  tenants. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  1741,  t Mere- 
fore,  a  decree  issued,  declaring 
that  several  of  the  grants  ctf  land 
on  Lake  Champlain,  including  that 
to  Sieur  Foucault,  had  become  and 
were  thereby  declared  forfeited, 
because  the  grantees  had  failed  to 
fulfill  the  conditions  upon  wnich 
the  grants  were  made. 

These  forfeitures,  however,  were 
subject  to  reconsideration,  and  the 
regranting  of  the  concessions,  pro- 
vided the  grantees,  within  one 
year  from  the  date  of  forfeiture, 
fulfilled  the  conditions  under 
which  the  original  grants  were 
made. 

In  the  meantime,  Janvrin  Du- 
fresne,  a  sworn  land  surveyor,  of 
Montreal,  had  been  commissioned 
to  survey  several  seigniories  along 
the  Chambly  River  and  on  Missis- 
quoi p-v  ^ri4  T  -ke  Champlain. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  1737,  Du- 
fresne  made  his  "proces-verbal"  of 
survey, 'of  the  seigniory  which  had 
been    granted    to  and  forfeited  by 


Foucault. 

Although  Foucault  had  forfeited 
the  grant  of  his  seigniory,  he  pre- 
pared himself  for  a  renewal  appli- 
cation for  the  same  seigniory,  by 
fulfilling  certain  of  the  conditions 
under  which  it  had  been  first 
granted. 

Fie  expended  a  certain  amount 
of  money  in  improvements  upon 
the  seigniory,  and  settled  six  in- 
habitants thereon,  in  a  settle- 
ment which  he  called  "Missiskouy 
Village,"  viz:  Francois  Laporte, 
alias  Labonte,  to  whom  a  lot  of 
land  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty 
arpents  in  depth,  otf  which  between 
8  and  9  arpents  had  qeen  cleared, 
had  been  granted,  and  who  built 
thereon  a  house,  barn  and  stable 
and  possessed  4  cows,  2  oxen  and 
a  horse;  he  had  raised,  on  his 
said  land,  20  to  25  bushels  of  In- 
dian corn,  3%  bushels  of  peas,  be- 
sides beans  and  other  vegetables. 
He  had  three  sons  living  with  him 
to  each  of  whom  land  had  been 
granted  on  which  clearings  ready 
for  seeding  had  been  made; 

Christophe  de  St.  Christophe, 
alias  Lajoie,  who  was  granted  a 
concession  of  similar  size,  had 
erected  a  house  and  other  build- 
ings, upon  a  clearing  of  about 
the  same  extent; 

Thomas  Keret,  a  concession  of 
like  size,  upon  which,  however,  he 
had  only  cleared  one  and  a  half 
arpents;i 

David  Corbin,  a  master  carpen- 
ter, who  resided  with  Laporte,  to- 
gether with  other  carpenters  and 
workmen,  who  came  from  Fort 
St.  Frederick,  afterwards  named 
"Crown  Point,"  in  the  spring  of 
the  year    1741. 

Moreover,  Joseph  St.  Onge,  of 
the  King's  schooner,  navigating 
on  Lake  Champlain,  had  applied 
to  the  prospective  seignior  for  two 
pieces  of  land  for  his  two  sons, 
whom  he  wished  to  locate  in  the 
seigniory  of  Foucault. 

Pierre  Marmette  and  Michel  St. 
Julien  of  Ouebec,  in  the  month    of 
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January,  1741,  went  to  the  seig- 
niory and  staked  out  two  pieees  of 
land,  which  they  intended  to  oc- 
cupy in  the  spring,  after  the  open- 
ing of  navigation, 

Sr.  Foueault  then  made  his  ap- 
plication 10  tiie  Governor  for  a 
renewal  grant.  This  time,  how- 
ever,  he  applied  for  a  grant  of 
three  leagues  in  width  on  the 
Chambly  River,  extending  back 
within  parallel  boundaries  to*  Mis- 
sisqtioi  Bay,  that  is,  for  his  old 
grant  and  an  additional  league  in 
width,  adjoining  it  on  the  south. 

Foueault1  s  application  wTas  ac- 
companied by  a  plan  of  the  pro- 
posed concession,  which  he  had 
caused  to  be  made,  in  tne  montn 
of  March,  1739,  by  Jean  Pladeau. 
alias  St.  Jean,  land  surveyor  af 
Montreal. 

The  application  was  granted  on 
the  1st  of  May,  1743,  and  in  part 
declares: 

"Seeing  the  letters  and  plan 
"above  mentioned,  and  Our  said 
"ordinance,  of  the  10th  of  May, 
"1741,  and  having  regard  to  the 
"premises,  and  in  consideration 
"of  the  expenses  which  the  said 
"vSieur  Foueault  has  incurred,  for 
"the  settlement  of  said  concession 
"and  that  he  is  on  the  point  of 
"removing  to  it,  with  several  in- 
habitants, to  form  new  settle- 
"ments; 

"We,  in  virtue  of  the  po.ver 
"jointly  entrusted   to  us     by    His 

"Majesty by  these  presents 

"do  give,  grant  and  concede  "de 
"novo,"  unto  the  Sieur  Foueault, 
"the  said  extent  of  land,  two 
"leagues  in  front,  on  the  said 
"Chambly  River,  by  the  depth 
"which  may  be  found,  going  as 
"far  as  the  Bay  of  Missiskouy...;... 
"and  moreover,  one  league  in 
"front  of  augmentation,  by  the 
"same  depth,  to  be  taken  at  the 
"end  oi  the  said  two  leagues  as- 
cending the  said  river  Chambly; 
"which  said  three  leagues  of  land 
"should  be  bounded  on  the  north 
"side  by  the  boundary  which   was 


"set  according  to  the  "proces-ver- 
"bal"  of  Janvrin,  swrorn  land 
"surveyor,  dated  the  14th  o»f  June 
"1737,  and  signed  by  us  with  our 
"sign  manual,  in  front  by  the 
"said  river  Chambly  going  to- 
"wards  the  south,  in  rear  by  two 
"parallel  lines  running  east  and 
"west,  as  far  as  the  Bay  of  Mis- 
"siskouy,  the  said  two  lines  join- 
"ing  a  tract  of  land  reunited  and 
"unconceded." 

This  grant  was  ratified  by  the 
King's  warrant,  on  the  25th  of 
March,     1745. 

The  King  and  his  advisers  ap- 
pear to  have  been  very  anxious  for 
the  establishment  of  a  settlement 
in  this  seigniory,  for  other,  as 
well  as  for  purposes  of  coloniza- 
tion. 

The  Abenaki  Indians,  originally 
from  New  Brunswick,  came  to 
New  France  and  settled  on  the  St. 
Francis  Kiver,  not  far  from  the 
present  town  of  Sore.L 

A  considerable  band  of  these  In- 
dians, as  well  as  a  band  of  the 
"Loup"  tribe,  pitched  their  wig- 
wams, within  the  seigniory  of  Fou- 
eault. 

The  King  of  France  was  anxious 
that  the  sympathies  and  support 
of  these  Indians  shotald  be  secured, 
against  the  British  colonists  to 
the  south.  A  mission  was,  there- 
fore, established  at  the  village  of 
Missiskouy,  under  the  charge  of 
Rev.  Father  Lauverjat,  of  the 
Jesuit  Order. 

I  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  posi- 
tively locating  this  village  of  Mis- 
siskouy. I  am  inclined  to  think, 
however,  that,  from  the  fact  that 
a  stone  wind-mill  existed  on  a 
point  of  land,  on  the  Richelieu 
side  of  the  seigniory,  called  by 
the  British  colonists  to  the  south, 
"Wind-Mill-Point,"  that  it  was 
located  at  "Pointe  a  l'Algonguin" 
in  the  ma])  prepared  by  Mr.  Auger, 
the  King's  surveyor,  in  connection 
with  his  survey  "of  the  region  of 
Lake  Champlain  in  1732,  (repro- 
duced     in    this      volume),      which 
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is  located  to  the  vsouth  of  the 
boundary  line,  in  the  town  of  Al- 
burgh. 

Among  the  kingly  despatches 
sent  to  the  faithful  and  zealous 
Governor  Beauharnois  and  Intencl- 
ant  Hocquart,  in  1744,  was  the 
following  (in  part): 

"The  settlement  of  the  Mission 
''at  Missiskouy  may,  also,  con- 
1 'conduce  to  this  end,  by  means  of 
"the  spiritual  aids  which  the  new 
"settlers  may  derive  from  the  said 
"Mission.  The  other  advantages 
"offered  by  this  settlement,  how- 
ever, most  of  all,  the  possibility 
"it  may  ailord  of  detaching  the 
"Ivoups  and  Abenaki  Indians, 
"dwelling  in  that  region,  from  the 
"English,  will  prove  of  no  less 
"importance;  nor  must  the  Sieurs 
"de  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart 
"fail,  in  any  way,  to  further  the 
"efforts  of  Father  Lauverjat  to- 
"wards  this  end.  There  are,  how- 
"ever,  two  matters  to  wThich  His 
"Majesty  desires  them  to  pay 
"special  attention.  The  first  is 
"to  niake  only  such  outlays,  in 
"this  matter,  as  ma}'  be  unavoid- 
ably necessary;  and  the  second, 
"to  keep  a  careful  watch  on  the 
"conduct  of  the  Indians  of  the 
"said  Mission,  in  order  to  anti- 
cipate the  results  of  any  connec- 
tions they  may  have  kept  up 
"with  the  English,  in  order  to  fur- 
"ther  foreign  trade.  The  officer 
"commanding  at  Fort  St.  Fred- 
erick will,  probably,  be  in  a 
"position  to  take  the  necessary 
"measures  in  this  case,  and  it  is 
lPHis  Majesty' s  wish,  that  he 
"should  be  specially  instructed  to 
"report  on  the  conduct  of  the 
"Indians  in  this  respect,  in  addi- 
tion to  any  other  measures 
"which  the  Sieurs  de  Beauharnois 
"and  Hocquart  may  deem  it  ad- 
visable to  take  in  order  to  pro- 
"vide  effectually  to  the  same 
"end.'1 

On    the     28th     of     April,     1745, 
the  King  wrote  to  the  Governor: 
"His  Majesty  was  pleased  to  hear 


"of  the  progress  made  by  the 
"Village  of  Missiskouy"  and  the 
"disposition  displayed  by  the  In- 
"dians.  And  he  is  convinced  that 
"the  vSr.  Marquis  de  Beauharnois 
"will  not  fail  to  take  advantage 
"of  that  disposition  and  engage 
"those  Indians,  to  make  raids 
"against   the   English. 

"He  must  indeed  realize  that  it 
"is  the  most  efficient  means  of 
"severing  entirelv  the  connections, 
"that  some  of  them  might  have 
"kept  up  with  the  English,  and 
"might  also  determine  those  of 
"the  Indians,  "Loups,"  who  ap- 
peared willing  to  withdraw,  from 
"that  mission,   to  take  that  step. 

"And  as  one  oi  the  objects  of 
"the  establishment  of  that  mis- 
"sion  must  be  to  draw  together 
"that  tribe,  so  as  to  separate  it 
"entirely  from  the  English,  it  is 
"necessary  that  the  Sieurs  Beau- 
"harnois  and  Hocquart  should 
"take  advantage  of  all  the  cir- 
"cumstances  to  attain  it." 

For  the  purpose  of  assisting  in 
the  maintenance  of  the  Mission, 
the  King,  on  the  12th  of  May, 
1745,  sent  a  letter  oif  instruc- 
tion, to  the  Bishop  of  Quebec,  to 
appropriate  for  that  purpose,  the 
sum  of  400  "livres"  per  annum, 
from  the  funds,  for  disabled 
"cures." 

Sieur  Foucault's  ambition  as  a 
land  owner  was  not  satisfied  with 
even  three  leagues  of  territory, 
along  the  Richelieu  River,  for  we 
find  that,  in  1744,  he  again ,  peti- 
tioned the  Governor  and  Intend- 
ant  for  an  additional  piece  of  land 
iinmediatelv  adjoining  his  three 
leagues,  on  the  south,  which  is 
described  as  follows: 

"A  neck  of  land  or  peninsula  of 
"about  two  leagues  in  front,  join- 
"ing  the  concession  granted  to 
"him  on  the  said  first  dav  of  May 

"1743." 

The  reasons  advanced  by  him  in 
support  of  this  application  were  : 
1st.  he  had  caused,  during  the 
year  of  his  application,     1744,      a 
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stone-wind  mill  to  be  erected^  at  a 

cost  of  nearly  4000  "livres"  (the 
value  of  the  "livre"  varied  at  dif- 
ferent times  and  in  different  lo- 
calities, hut  generally  it  was 
worth  a  little  less  than  twenty 
cents);  2nd.  he  had  already  estab- 
lished eight  inhabitants  and  had 
three  more  to  establish;  3rd.  he 
declared  his  intention  of  establish- 
ing a  domain  for  himself,  and  he 
had  already  cleared  from  10  to 
12  arpents  of  land,  and  built  a 
log-house;  4th.  he  had.  moreover, 
granted  a  notarial  donation  to 
the  Bishop  of  Quebec,  of  a  piece  of 
land  measuring  two  arpents  by 
forty  arpents  as  a  site  fo»r  a  pro- 
jected church,  of  20  feet  front, 
by    40  feet  in  depth. 

His  representations  seem  to 
have  impressed  the  Governor  and 
Intendant  favorably,  for  they 
granted  him  this  neck  of  land  or 
peninsula,  on  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber of  the  same  year  (1744.) 

Twoi  days  after  the  date  Sieur 
Foucault  was  granted  his  first 
concession  of  two  leagues,  that  is, 
on  the  5th  of  April,  1733,  Sieur 
de  la  Fontaine  de  Bellecourt  was 
granted  a  concession  oif  one  and 
one  quarter  leagues  in  width,  on 
the  River  Chambly,  to  the  south 
of,  and  adjoining,  the  concession 
made  to»  Sieur  Foucault. 

This  left  a  point  of  land  extend- 
ing south  from  Iya  Fontaine's 
seigniory,  between  the  Richelieu 
on  the  west,  and  Tvake  Champlain 
on  the  east,  which  was  not  then 
granted. 

The  land  which  had  been  grant- 
ed to  Tva  Fontaine,  became  again 
a  part  of  the  King's  domain,  un- 
der the  decree  of  J74r,  for  non- 
settlement. 

Foucault  by  his  three  grants  of 
1743  and  1744,  became  the  pro- 
prietor, not  only  of  the  original 
grants  to  himself  and  to  Sieur 
La  Fontaine  de  Bellecourt,  but  of 
the  point  or  neck  of  land  above  re- 


ferred to,  which  had  never  been,  as 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn, 
theretofore,  conceded. 

There  is  no  doubt,  of  course, 
that  Sieur  Foucault  subscribed  to 
and  performed  the  act  of  faith 
and  homage  to  His  Most  Chris- 
tian Majesty,  the  King,  but  no 
record  of  it  is  to  be  fo'und  in  the 
archives  of  Quebec  or  Ottawa. 

I  may  add,  that  this  is  so  also 
of  the  original  grantees  of  Noyan 
and  St.  Armand. 

There  is  not  a.  doubt  that  Sieur 
Foucault,  according  to  his  means 
and  opportunities,  made  a  valiant 
and  "bona  fide"  ellort  to  become 
a  "seigneur"  of  New  France.  The 
fates  were   against  him,  however 

When  Great  Britain  and  France 
were  at  war  their  North  American 
colonies  were  so  also.  One  >  of  the 
most  frequented  highways  of  the 
contending  forces,  both  civilized 
and  savage,  was  the  river  Riche- 
lieu and  Lake  Champlain. 

It  can  readily  be  understood 
that  the  small  village  of  Missis- 
kouy,  in  the  seigniory  1  of  Foucault 
was  too  dangerously  near  the 
Richelieu  for  the  comfort  of  its 
inhabitants.  It,  therefore,  was  en- 
tirely deserted  about  1747.  from 
which  time,  until  after  the  revo- 
lutionary war  in  the  British  col- 
ony to  the  south,  no  concerted  at- 
tempt at  settlement  wras  made. 

In  a  letter  from  the  King  to 
the  Bishop  of  Quebec,  of  date  13th 
of  March,  1747,  His  Majesty  ap- 
proved the  decision,  arrived  at  by 
the  Bishop  and  Intendant,  to  defer 
the  establishment  of  a  parish  in 
the  seigniory  of  Foucault,  until 
after  the  war. 

After  the  battle  of  the  plains, 
Sieur  Foueaulti  being  then  Prem- 
ier Councillor  of  the  Sovereign 
Council  of  Quebec,  transferred  its- 
business  and  sessions  to  Montreal, 
where  the  first  session  was  held 
aboait  the  24th  of  November, 
1759. 
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UNDER  BRITISH  RULE. 

By  the  treaty  of  Paris,  signed 
on  the  ioth  of  February,  1763, 
Canada  was  ceded  to  Great  Brit- 
ain. 

The  French  inhabitants  were 
given  the  option  of  returning  to 
France,  bv  the  following  clause  of 
article    IV  of  the  treaty: 

"His  Britannick  Majesty  further 
"agrees,  that  the  French  inhabit- 
"ants,  or  others  who  had  been 
"subjects  of  the  Most  Christian 
"King,  in  Canada,  may  retire  with 
"all  safety  and  freedom  wherever 
"they  shall  think  proper,  and  may 
"sell  their  estates,  provided  it  be 
"to  the  subjects  of  His  Britannick 
"Majesty,  and  bring  away  their 
"ellects  as  well  as  their  persons, 
"without  being  restrained  in  their 
"emigration  under  any  pretence 
"whatsoever,  except  that  of  debt 
"and  of  criminal  prosecution.  The 
"term  limited  for  this  emigration 
"shall  be  fixed  to  the  space  of 
"eighteen  months,  to  be  computed 
"from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of 
"the  ratification  of  the  present 
"treaty." 

Most  of  the  old  colonists,  in- 
cluding many  of  the  French  nobil- 
ity, remained  in  Canada.  Among 
those  who  left  New  France,  was 
the  seignior  Foucanlt. 

Although  we  are  not  specially 
concerned  about  him  after  his 
withdrawal  from  the  country,  it 
may  be  interesting  to>  know  that 
his  public  activities  were  transfer- 
red to  the  French  colony  of  Louis- 
iana, now  the  state  of  Louisiana. 

The  first  owner  of  Foucault,  un- 
der British  rule,  was  General 
James  Murray,  who  took  such  an 
important  part  in  the  conquest  of 
the  country, ,.  and  subsequently  be- 
came its  first  British  governor. 

It  is  recorded  of  Murray  that,  as 
soon  as  it  became  known  to  him, 
that  Canada  had  been  ceded  to 
Great  Britain,  he  evinced  an  ac- 
tive and  practical  ambition  to  spe- 
culate in  Canadian  real  estate.  He 


began  purchasing  seigniories  in 
1764.  In  1765,  he  purchased  the 
seigniory  of  Foucault  and  other 
seigniories.  I  have  been  unable  to 
obtain,  from  the  archives,  the  ex- 
act date  and  particulars  of  the 
purchase  of  Foucault. 

Many  of  the  officers  of  the  Bri- 
tish army,  who  remained  in  the 
country,  after  the  disbanding  of 
their  regiments,  wished  to  become 
landed  proprietors,  on  a  more  or 
less  extensive  scale  ;  they  petition- 
ed the  Crown  for  grants  of  land, 
in  various  parts  of  the  Province, 
as  a  reward  for  military  services  ; 
some  purchased  seigniories  from 
retiring  seigniors. 

The  Quebec  Gazette,  of  date  3rd 
of  July,  1766,  announces  that  Gen- 
eral Murray  ,left  Canada,  on  board 
the  vessel  called  "Le  Petit  Guil- 
laume,"  commanded  by  Captain 
Jean  Grant,  on  the  26th  of  June, 
1766.  He  appointed  his  nephew, 
Richard  Murray,  his  agent,  to  ad- 
minister the  property  he  had  ac- 
quired, here. 

About  the  7th  of  April,  1774, 
Colonel,  the  Hon.  Henry  Caldwell, 
leased  the  seigniory  of  Foucault 
and  oither  properties,  including  the 
seigniory  of  Lauzon,  from  General 
Murray,  for  the  term  of  99  years. 

General  Murray,  who  had  been 
elected  to  the  British  House  of 
Commons,  for  Perthshire,  Scot- 
land, died  on  the  19th  of  March, 
1794,  and  his  estates  parsed  to  the 
Duke  of  Athol. 

On  the  28th  ol  Febraary,  1801, 
Colonel  Caldwell  purchased  the 
lands,  which  he  had  held  under  his 
lease  of  99  years. 

He  had  no  doubt  considered  him- 
self, for  all  practical  purposes,  the 
proprietor  of  Foucault,  under  his 
long  lease,  for,  in  the  year  1788, 
he  unsuccessfully  petitioned  the 
British  Government  for  compensa- 
tion, for  the  loss  of  about  20,000 
acres  of  land,  of  the  seigniory  of 
Foucault,  which  had  been  cut  off 
his  domain,  by  the  boundary  line, 
between    the    State    of  New  York 
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and  Canada,  as  established  b):  a 
survey  which  had  recently  been 
made. 

By  sections  2  and  3  of  the  treaty 
entered  into  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  and  signed 
at  Paris,  on  the  3rd  o»f  September, 
17S3,  known  also  as  the  "Treaty 
of  Paris."  the  boundary  between 
Canada  and  the  United  States  was 
set  forth,  in  part,  as  follows  : — 

"Section  2  :  And  that  all  dis- 
putes which  might  arise  in  fu- 
ture 011  the  subject  of  the  boun- 
1 'claries  of  the  said  United  States 
"may  be  prevented,  it  is  hereby 
"agreed  and  declared  that  the  fol- 
lowing are  and  shall  be  their 
"boundaries,  viz  :  from  the  North- 
"West  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  viz  : 
"that  angle  which  is  formed  by  a 
"line  drawn  due  north  from  the 
"the  source  of  St.  Croix  River  to 
"Highlands,  along  the  said  High- 
lands which  divide  those  rivers 
"that  empty  themselves  into  the 
"River  St.  Lawrence  from  those 
"which  fall  into  the  Atlantic 
"Ocean,  to  the  north-wTestermost 
"head  of  Connecticut  River;  thence 
"down  along  the  middle  of  that 
"river  ta  the  45th  degree  of  north 
"latitude;  from  thence  by  aline 
"due  west  on  said  latitude,  until 
"it  strikes  the  River  Iroquois  or 
"Cataraquy  (the  early  names  of 
"the  St.  Lawrence  from  Lake  On- 
tario to  its  junction  with  the 
"Ottawa  River);  thence  along  the 
"middle  of  the  said  river  into 
"Lake  Ontario,  etc." 

The  portion  of  this  boundary  es- 
tablished on  the  45th  degree  of 
latitude,  was  based  upon  the 
boundary  established,  after  the 
conquest  of  Canada,  by  Great  Bri- 
ain,  herself. 

By  King's  proclamation,  of  the 
7th "of  October,  1 763,  (see  Consti- 
tutional Documents,  page  1 19), 
the  following  is  given  as  the  boun- 
dary of  Quebec •: 

"The  Government  of  Quebec 
"bounded  cm  the  Labrador  Coast, 
"by  the  River  St.  John,  and  from 


"thence  by  a  line  drawn  from  the 
"head  of  that  river  through  the 
"Lake  St.  John,  to  the  south  end 
"of  Lake  Napissim;  from  whence 
"the  said  line,  crossing  the  river 
"St.  Lawrence  and  the  Lake 
"Champlain  in  45th  degrees  of 
"north  latitude,  passes  along  the 
"Highlands  which  divide  the  riv- 
"ers  that  empty  themselves  into 
"the  said  river  St.  Lawrence  from 
"those  which  fall  into  the  sea, 
"etc." 

It  is  said  that,  for  a  time,  selg- 
nioral  dues  were  collected  upon 
lands  which,  after  the  boundary 
had  been  established,  were  actual- 
ly south  of  the  boundary  line.  Re- 
sistance to  payment  having  been 
made  by  some  of  the  land  owners, 
a  test  case  was  brought  before  the 
Court  of  Vermont,  which  held  that 
such  dues  were  not  payable  upon 
lands  south  of  the  boundary  line 

Caldwell  had  held  the  rank  of 
Captain  in  Colville's  Regiment  In 
Wolfe's  army,  at  the  siege  of  Que- 
bec. He  was  a  fine  man,  physi- 
cally, and  a  very  capable  officer. 
At  the  age  of  24  years,  he  occupi- 
ed the  position  of  deputy  quarter- 
master-general, during  part  of  the 
operations  against  Quebec.  He 
also  took  a  very  prominent  part 
and  rendered  very  valuable  ser- 
vices in  the  defence  of  Quebec, 
against  the  invasion  from  the 
United  States  in  1775,  as  com- 
manding officer  of  the  British  mil- 
itia in  Canada. 

On  the  25th  of  July,  i?84,  he. 
was  appointed  to  the  very  respon- 
sible position  of  receiver  general  of 
Canada.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
energy  and  ambition,  and  was 
very  progressive  in  commercial 
and  agricultural  affairs,  but  of  no 
actual  business  capa'city,  as  the 
result  of  his  financial  administra- 
tion showed.  He  at  once  built 
grist  mills  and  saw  mills,  roads, 
bridges  and  other  improvements 
in  his  seigniory  at  Lauzon. 

To  meet  the  enormous  expense 
of  these  improvements,  he  borrow- 
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ed,  without  leave,  of  the  public 
funds  which  he  had  collected,  and 
of  which,  as  receiver  general,  he 
was  the  trusted  public  custodian, 
and  eventually  got  into  difficulties 
with  the  Crown. 

Colonel  Caldwell  did  not,  in  the 
meantime,  entirely  neglect  his 
seigniory  of  Foucault.  He  visited 
it  and  built  a  manor  house, 
which  is  said  to  have  been 
afterwards  known  as        the 

"McCummins  Place."  It  was  des- 
troyed by  fire  in  1875.  The  prop- 
erty is  now  owned  by  Hislop 
Bros.  After  the  building  of  the 
manor,  the  seigniory  was  called, 
indifferently  "Foucault"  or  "Cald- 
well manor."  Hei  also  built  a 
"banal"  mill,  on  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Merritt  Filer  pro- 
perty, cadastral  lot  No.  48,  which 
did  service  for  a  time,  but 
has  long  since  been  destroved.  He 
or  his  son,  John,  also  partly  built, 
on  the  same  lot,  a  building  in- 
tended for  a  steam  mill,  subse- 
quently purchased  by  the  father 
of  Mr.  Merritt  Filer,  who  com- 
pleted it  for  a  dwelling,  now  oc- 
cupied by  Mr.  Merritt  Filer.  The 
old  "banal"  mill  is  said  to  have 
been  built  cm  what  is  now  used  as 
Mr.  Filer's  garden.  The  "Quebec 
Gazette"  of  the  time  contains  an 
advertisement  offering  the  lands  of 
this  seigniory  for  sale. 

Colonel  Caldwell  died  at  his 
manor  house,  "Belmont,"  situat- 
ed about  three  miles  from  the  City 
of  Quebec,  on  the  St.  Foye  Road, 
overlooking  the  beautiful  valley 
of  the  St.  Charles  River,  on  the 
28th  of  May,  1 8 10.  He  had  been 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil from  1784  under  Governor 
Haldimand;  of  the  Legislative 
Council  under  Governor  Sir  Guy 
Carle  ton,  and  under  the  Constitu- 
tional Act,  from  the  5th  of  Feb- 
ruary,  1793,  until  the  date  of  his 
death. 

His  son,  John,  afterwards  Sir 
John,  succeeded  t©  his  property, 
including    Foucault,    and  assumed 


his  liabilities,  amounting  to  over 
#150,000.  He  had  already  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  office  of  receiver- 
general,  upon  the  condition  that 
lie  assumed  his  father's  liability 
to  the  Crown.  He  was  appointed 
to  the  Legislative  Council  on  the 
15th  of  December,  1810,  and  con- 
tinued to  sit  as  Legislative  Coun- 
cillor until  the  28th  of  March, 
1838,  when  the  Council  ceased  to 
exist,  owing  to  the  suspension  of 
the  constitution,  due  to  the  trou- 
bles in  the  1  Province. 

His  financial  management  of 
the  estates  which  he  had  inherited, 
was  as  disastrous  as  was  that  of 
his  father.  When  he  was  removed 
from-  office,  on  the  23rd  of  No- 
vember, 1822,  he  was,  to  all  ap- 
pearances, hopelessly  involved, 
financially. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  1825. 
His  Majesty  the  King  obtained  a 
judgment  against  him  for  the  sum 
of  ,£106,797,  currency  of  the  Pro- 
vince, equal  to    #427,188. 

It  mav  be  stated  however,  that 
this  enormous  debt  was,  eventual- 
ly, fully  paid,  bv  the  liquidation  of 
the  numerous  and  (some)  valuable 
properties  belonging  to  him. 

His  seigniory  of  Foucault, 
which  was  then  in  the  district  of 
Montreal,  was  sold,  at  sheriff's 
sale,  in  the  city  cf  Montreal,  un- 
der a  writ  of  "venditioni  expon- 
as," issued  out  of  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  district  of  Quebec, 
for  the  sum  of  ,£2,700,  currency. 
in  a  case  of  the  King  vs.  John 
Caldwell,  on  the  21st  of  August, 
1829. 

The  purchaser  was  John  Done- 
gani,  of  the  city  of  Montreal,  who 
subscribed  to  and  performed  the 
act  of  faith  and  homage  to  the 
King,  a5s  seignior  of  Foucault,  be- 
fore Sir  James  Kempt,  lieutenant 
governor  of  the  provinces  of  Ca- 
nada, Nova  Scotia  and  New. 
Brunswick,  on  the  16th  of  No- 
vember, following. 

In  this  act  of  faith  and  homage, 
the  seigniory  of  Foucault  is    also 
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vailed   "Caldwell  Manor." 

The  document  is  too  long  for 
insertion  in  full.  The  folio  wing- 
translated  extract  will  be  inter- 
esting and  instructive: 

'•John  Donegani,  Esquire,  seig- 
"nior  and  proprietor  of  the  fief 
"and  seigniory  of  Foucault,  coni- 
"moiily  called  Caldwell  Manor, 
"situate  in  the  district  of  Mont- 
real, in  the  Province  of  Lower 
"Canada,  hereinafter  described, 
who,  personally  appearing,  has 
•told  us  that  he  has  come  before 
"us,  at  the  Chateau  of  St.  Louis, 
"at  Quebec,  to  perform  faith  and 
"homage  to  His  Most  Gracious 
'Majesty,  King  George  the 
"Fourth,  on  account  otf  the  said 
"fief  and  seigniory,  and  has  pres- 
ented to  us,  as  his  titles  of  own- 
ership:" 

(Then  follows  a  summary  of 
the  titles  of  the  seigniory,  froun 
the  original  grant  to  Sieur  Fou- 
cault, on  the  3rd  of  April,  1733. 
to  the  sheriff's  sale,  nereinabove 
referred  to,  of  the  21st  of  August, 
1829,  and  the  acquittance  of  the 
Honorable  John  Hale,  receiver 
general,  for  the  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred and  five  pounds,  currency  for 
"quint"  dues  (droit  de  quint), 
upon  his  said  acquisition.) 

And  proceeding:  "Which  are  all 
"the  titles  which  the  said  appear- 
"er  declared  he  had  toi  present  to 
"us,  praying  that  it  may  be  our 
''good  pleasure  to  receive  fealty 
"and  homage  from  him,  for  the 
"said      seigniory    of  Foucault     or 

"Caldwell  Manor, And,     there- 

"upon,   having  put  himself  in  the 
"attitude     of     a  vassal,     his  head 
uncovered,      without      sword    or 
spurs,     and      one    knee      on      the 
"ground,    has    declared,  in  audible 
"and   intelligible      voice,   that      he 
"performed     faith      and      homage, 
unto    His   Most    Excellent   Majes- 
"ty,   King  George  the  Fourth,     at 
"the   Chateau    St.    Louis,    at     Que- 
"bec,   on  accf/nnt  of  the  said  seig- 
niory    of  Foucault      or  Caldwell 
"Manor,    which    faith    and  homage 


"we  have  received,  and  do  receive 
"by  these  presents,  without  pre- 
judice to  the  rights  of  the  King 

" And  the  said   appearer  has 

"made  oath,  before  us,  to  truly 
"and  faithfully  serve  His  Majes- 
"ty,  and  to  inform  us  and  our 
"successors,  should  he  learn  that 
"anything  transpires  against  His 
"said  service;  and  has  bound  him- 
"self  to  furnish  a  statement  and 
"rentroll  of  his  property  within 
"one  year  from  the  day  and  date 
"of  these  presents;  it  having  been 
"our  good  pleasure  to  grant  to 
"the  said  appearer  the  said  delay 
"so  to  do.  And  he  having  de-v 
"manded  from  us  an  act  as  to 
"all  of  the  above,  we  have  grant- 
"ed  same,  and  he  has  signed  with 
"us." 

Donegani  neglected  to  apply  to 
the  Crown  for  letters-patent  of 
his  seigniory,  until  he  had  bar- 
gained to  sell  it. 

On  the  3rd  of  February,  1841, 
he  petitioned  the  governor,  Lord 
Sydenham,  for  letters-patent,  of 
which  the  following  is,  ,in  part,  a 
translation: 

"The  humble  petition  of  John 
"Donegani,  seignior  of  the  seig- 
"niory  of  Foucault,  repre- 
sents: 

"That  he  is  the  proprietor  and 
"possessor  of  the  seigniory  of 
"Foucault,   

"That  he  derives  various  bene- 
"fits  ("heritages")  from  said 
"seigniory  of  Foucault,  both 
"noble  and  common,  due  to  him 
"as  "droits  de  fief  et  de  censive," 
"the  said  John  Donegani,  there- 
"fore,  requires  letters-patent  "de 
"terrier,"  to  determine  the 
"amount,  and  to  facilitate  the 
"collection,   thereof. 

"Wherefore,  your  petitioner 
"humbly  prays  Your  Kxcellency 
"to  grant  letters-patent  "de  ter- 
"rier"  of  His  Majesty,  for  the 
"said  seigniory  of  Foucault,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Honourable  Judges 
"of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
"for  the  district  of  Montreal,     so 
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"that  the  same  may  be  judicially 
"ratified,  ("enterinees"),  and 
"may  be  proceeded  upon  as  to 
"him  may  appertain." 

On  the  22nd  day  of  November, 
1842,  Donegani  sold  Foncault  to 
Joseph  Frederic  Allard,  of  Cham- 
bly,  who  applied  for  letters-patent 
of  the  seigniory,  by  petition,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  transla- 
tion: 

"Petition  of  J.  F.  Allard,  of  the 
"12th  of  December,  1842,  to  Sir 
"Charles  Bagot,  G.C.B.,  Govern- 
"or-General,  which  humbly  shew- 
"eth:"  (Here  follows  particulars 
of  the  sale).  "In  proof  whereof 
"your  petitioner  submits  here- 
"with  an  authentic  copy  of  the 
"said  deed; 

"That  previous  to  the  said  sale, 
"to  wit,  on  or  about  the  nth 
"day  of  May,  184 1,  the  said  John 
"Donegani  had  applied  for  and  ob- 
"tained  Her  Majesty's  letters-pat- 
"ent  de  terrier"  (the  roll  in 
"which  are  mentioned  the  persons 
"holding  the  land  "en  censive" 
"(rentroll)  in  the  usual  form,  but 


"that  the  same  are  vacated  by 
"reason  of  the  sale  and  transfer, 
"aforesaid;  and  that  your  petit- 
ioner is  desirous  that  letters-pat- 
ent to  the  same  effect  do  nov, 
"issue,  in  the  name  and  for  the 
"benefit  of  your  said  petitioner, 
"the  present  proprietor,  to  enable 
"him  to  claim,  exact  and  receive 
"from  all  and  every,  the  holders 
"of  land  "en  censive,"  within  the 
"said  seigniory,  so  belonging  to 
"your  petitioner,  the  several  dec- 
larations, rights  and  dues  which 
"to  him,  in  his  said  quality  of 
1 'proprietor,  and  to  law  and  jus- 
"tice,  may  appertain. 

"Wherefore  your  petitioner 
"humbly  prays  that  letters-patent 
"de  terrier"  do  accordingly  pass 
"the  Great  Seal  of  the  Province, 
"and  issue  in  the  name,  and  for 
"the  use  and  benefit,  of  your  pet- 
itioner." 

The  ownership  of  the  seigniory 
passed  from  seignior  Allard  to  his 
heirs.,  who  still  owned  it  at  the 
time  of  the  abolition  of  seignior- 
ial tenures 


SEIGNIORY     OF     NOYAN. 


Pierre  Jacques  de  Payan,  sieur 
de  Noyan,  Chevalier  of  St.  Louis 
of  France,  was  a  Captain  of 
Marines,  in  Canada. 

He  was  twice  married:  firstly, 
to  Catherine  Lemoine  de  Lon- 
guenil,  and  secondly,  to  Louise 
Catherine  D'Aillebout  de  Mantet. 
Both  marriages  were  celebrated  at 
the  Chateau  de  Longueuil,  in  the 
seigniory  of  that  name. 

Sieur  Noyan  distinguished  him- 
self at  the  defence  of  Fort  Fred- 
eric, called  Crown  Point  by  the 
British,  on  Lake  Champlain, 
against  the  British,  under  Gener- 
al Bradstreet.  He  was  subse- 
quently promoted  to  the  position 
of     King's.      Lieutenant  at    Three 


Rivers,   and  died  there  on  the  26th 
of  February,     1757. 

He  had  petitioned  for  a  grant  of 
land  on  the  Richelieu  River — then 
the  Chambly  River — and,  on  the 
2nd  of  April,  1733,  Governor 
Beauharnois,  and  Intendant  Hoc- 
quart,  conceded  to  him,  a  grant 
"measuring  two  leagues  in  front, 
"by  three  leagues  in  depth,  bound- 
"ed  on  the  north  side,  at  one 
"quarter  of  a  league  to  the  north 
"of  the  little  river  Du  Sud  (South 
"River),  on  the  south  side,  as- 
cending, one  league  and  three 
"quarters,  from  the  river  Du  Sud, 
"so  that  the  front  shall  be  of  two 
"leagues  on  the  river  Chambly,  by 
"three  leagues    in    depth,    joining 
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"the  ungranted  lands  running  east 
and  west,   together  with  the    lie 

"  mux  Testes  (Ash  Island),  being  in 
"the  river  Chambly,  and  the  is- 
;  lands  and  islets  which  may  be 
"found  opposite  the  front  of  said 
"concession." 

This  grant  was  made  subject  to 
the  usual  conditions  of  settlement. 
See  seigniory  of  Foucault). 

Nothing  having  been  done  in 
that  direction,  the  grant  was,  by 
the  ordinance  of  1741,  referred  to 
in  the  account  of  the  Foucault 
seigniory,  reunited  to  the  Crown 
domain,  or  in  other  words,  auto- 
maticallv  cancelled. 

Upon  a  renewal  application,  a 
new  concession  of  the  same  seig- 
niory was  made  to  Sieur  Noyan, 
on  the  8th  of  July,  1743,  by  the 
same  Governor  and  Intendant, 
which  w.as  ratified  by  the  King's 
warrant,    of     the     25th  of    March, 

1745- 

I  have  been  unable  to  obtain 
any  information  of  the  settlement 
of  Noyan,  except  a  declaration 
made  bv  the  Intendant  Hocquart, 
befcre  the  renewal  grant  of  the 
seigniory  was  made  to  Sieur 
Noyan. 

Moreover,  the  King  would  never 
have  ratified  the  grant,  if  he  had 
not  had  assurance  from  his  offic- 
ers,  that  a  "bona  fide"  attempt 
at  permanent  settlement  had  been 
made. 

For  the  same  reason  that  the 
seigniory  of  Foucault  was  aban- 
doned, the  seigniory  of  Noyan  and 
all  other  seigniories,  near  Lake 
Champlain,  were  abandoned, 
about    1747. 

I  have  not  given  extracts  from 
the  applications  for,  and  the 
grants  made  of  this  seigniory,  for 
the  formal  wording  of  these  docu- 
ments, setting  forth  the  conditions 
pf  the  grants,  is  practically  the 
same,  as  those  for  the  seigniory  of 
Foucault. 

Children  had  been  born  of  both 
of  Sieur  Noyau's  marriages.  His 
two   sons   were  known  in  the  his- 


torical records  ol  New  France,  as 
Chavoye  de  Noyan,  the  elder,  and 
Chavoye    de  INoyan,     the  younger. 

The  former  was  born  on  the  7th 
of  April,  173 1,  and  was  appoint- 
ed major  of  Montreal,  on  the  7th 
of  January,     1754. 

The  survivors  of  the  family  re- 
turned to  France,  after  the  can- 
quest.  They  were  all  ardent  mon- 
archists, and  during  the  French 
revolution,  (1798),  the  ex-ma  J  or 
of  Montreal,  suffered  death  by  the 
guillotine,  by  order  of  Robespiere. 

As  has  been  mentioned  in  the 
sketch  of  the  seigniory  of  Fou- 
cault, the  French  seigniors  had 
the  right  of  disposing  of  their 
seigniories,  instead  of  abandoning 
them  to  the  Crown. 

On  the  27  th  of  March,  1764, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  Noyan,  the  then 
owners  of  the  seigniory,  said  it 
to  Major  General  Gabriel  Christie 
and  Captain  John  Campbell,  each 
becoming  the  owner  of  one  undiv- 
ided half- 

On  the  25th  of  May,  1790,  Gen- 
eral Christie  was  still  the  owner 
of  one  half.  (It  had  probably  been 
divided  between  the  above  purchas- 
ers.) He  made  a  return  of  the  inha- 
habitants  living  in  his  part  of  the 
seigniory,  on  that  date,  consisting 
of  Abraham  Fryot,  George  Linton, 
Captain  Duncan  Cameron,  James 
Struthers,  Garret  Barron,  Abner 
Stillman,  Walter  Scott,  Sr.,  Wal- 
ter Scott,  Jr.,  Thomas  Scott, 
John  Ward,  William  Leech,  Dud- 
ley, Allen  and  Dunham,  Simon 
Stone,  Solomon  Dunham,  Adam 
Clapper,  Adam         Schoolcraft, 

Schoolcraft  and  sons.        (Archives 
Ottawa). 

In  1796,  when  General  Christie 
died,  he  was  the  owner  of  the 
whole  seigniory  of  Noyan,  as  well 
as  of  other  seigniories  in  the  vic- 
inity. 

His  son,  Napier  Christie  Burton 
(I  have  not  found  why  the  name 
Burton  was  assumed),  became  the 
owner  of  the  seigniory,  by  the 
last  will  and  testament  ctf  Gener- 
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al  Christie,  and  owned  it  until  the 
1st  of  January,  1835,  when  he 
died  in  England,  leaving  a  last 
will  and  testament  and  codicil, 
whereby,  his  son,  William  Plender- 
leath  Christie,   became  the  owner. 

On  the  20th  of  August,  1875, 
the  executors  of  the  last  named 
owner,  William  MacGmnis  and 
Dame  Amelia  Martha  Booman 
(Mrs.  William  P.  Christie),  sold 
the  seigniory  to  Robert  Wright, 
price  >r3o,375-°°,  who,  on  the 
same  date,  sold  it  to  the  late 
George  Whitfield,  price  #33,000.00, 
who  owned  it  during  his  lifetime. 

Since  his  death,  the  seigniory 
has  been  sold  to  the  Credit  Fon- 
eier  Franco-Canadien,  Montreal, 
which  is  the  owner. 

This  seigniory  was  also  known 
as  "Christie  Manor,"  called  so 
after  General  Gabriel  Christie, 
and  "He  aux  Noix,"  after  the  is- 
land in  the  Richelieu. 


PARISHES. 

The    seigniories    of  Foueault  and 
Novan     were    divided      into      civil 


parishes  by  proclamations,  of  the 
loth  of  May,  1822,  amended  by 
proclamations,  of  the  18th  oi 
June,     1845. 

The  division  line  between  tin 
parishes  of  St.  George  de  Clar- 
enceville  and  St.  Thomas  de  Fou- 
eault, the  names  given  to  the 
parishes,  under  the  proclamation 
of  1845,  i-s  the  line  dividing  the 
4th.  and  5th.  concessions  oif  the 
seigniorv  of  Foueault,  from  the 
province  line  to  its  northerly 
boundary;  thence  easterly  to  the 
point  dividing  the  3rd.  and  4th. 
concessions  of  the  seigniory  of 
Noyan;  thence  northerly  ending  at 
the  Richelieu,  the  easterly  part 
being  called  St.  George  de  Clar- 
enceville  and  the  westerly  part, 
St.  Thomas  de  Foueault.  These 
two  parishes  are  commonly  spok- 
en of  as  the  Hast  and  West 
parishes. 

Parts  of  the  seigniory  of  Noyan 
were  detached,  to  foirm  parts  of 
the  jmrishes  of  Notre  Dame  des 
Anges  de  Stanbridge,  by  procla- 
mation of  the  4th.  of  April,  1846, 
and  of  St.  George  de  Noyan  de 
Henrvville,  by  proclamation  of 
18th  June,     1845. 
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Memorandum 


OF  THE  FIRST    SETTLEMENT    OF    CLARENCEVILLE  VIL- 
LAGE AND  VICINITY. 

(By     the     Rev.      Mr.      Townsena,   March     30,     1850;    taken    from 
the  lips  of  George    Sails,     one.  of  the  first  settlers.) 


In  the  year  1 781  Isaac  Sails,  ot 
Long  Island,  being  a  Loyalist, 
was  forced  to  leave  his  home, 
when  his  farm  and  all  his  prop- 
erty which  he  conld  not  carry 
with  him,  was  confiscated  by  the 
American  authorities,  to  seek  the 
protection  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, and  set  his  face  towards  the 
British  province  of  i/ower  Canada. 
He  was  accompanied  by  his  wife, 
and  his  son  Jacob  and  wife,  who 
had  one  daughter,  Phebe  (after- 
wards married  to  Uamalist  Lit- 
tle) and  one  son,  George  Field 
Sails  (who  was  born  on  uie  jour- 
ney), the  present  narrator.  For 
the  purpose  of  aiding  him  in  clear- 
ing land  in  the  wilderness,  he 
brought  with  him  uiree  men  as 
laborers,  named  Amasa  Curtis, 
David  Wilcox  and  Stephen  Wilcox. 
The  party  ascended  the  Hudson  to 
Albany  and  thence  to  Skenes- 
borough  (now  Whitehall)  at  the 
head  of  Lake  Champlain.  Here  they 
found  the  British  sloop  of  war, 
the  Maria,  commanded  by  Com- 
modore Steel,  on  board  of  which 
they  all  embarked  and  on  the  first 
of  June  1782  they  landed  at  Ash 
Island  (in  the  River  Richelieu).  At 
this  time  the  lands  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river  were  owned,  in 
seigniory,  by  the  French  officers 
named  Foncanlt  and  Noyan  to 
whom,  or  to  their  lamilies,  they 
had  been  granted  by  the  govern- 
ment of  France  previous  to  its 
conquest  by  England,  and  whose 
names,  they  still  bear.  Fearing  to 
be  disturbed  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  by  the  war  which  continued 
between  England    and  the    United 


States,  the  said  Isaac  Sails  plac- 
ed the  party  under  me  guidance  of 
a  party  of  Indians,  who  conducted 
them  five  miles  into  the  interior, 
to  tneir  own  encampment  at  the 
spot  where  now  is  tne  village  of 
Clarence  ville. 

About  a  year  after,  1783,  ua~ 
vid  Tryon  and  Josephus  Vaughan 
were  added  to  we  settlement, 
which  was  partly  on  eacn  seig- 
niory. Isaac  Sails'  residence  was 
on  the  spot  occupied  now  by 
Clark's  Hotel.  His  son,  Jacob's 
residence  was  on  tne  farm  now 
owned  by  G.  W.  Jonnson.  David 
Tryon' s  farm  was  the  one  now 
owned  in  part  by  L-  Simpson. 
Josephus  Vaughan 's  farm  was 
that  owned  by  Enoch  Curtis. 
About  one  year  afterwaras,  viz., 
1784,  twro  other  sons  of  the 
said  Isaac  Sails,  namely,  Hix 
and  Abraham,  who  had  been 
settled  and  married  from  Al- 
bany, came  with  their  families  to 
join  the  infant  settlement.  Hix 
Sails  took  the  farm  ino.  14,  isoy- 
an,  and  built  the  house  now  own- 
ed by  E.  Johnson  Sim  en,  and  Ab- 
raham Sails  took  the  farm  No.  17 
5th  Con.  Foucault,  now  owned  by 
Jasper  Schutt.  About  this  time 
settlements  were  formed  on  tne 
banks  of  the  river  by  H.  Rioter, 
on  the  Cutting  farm,  Major  D. 
Cameron  (on  the  Mayo  farm),  A. 
Friot,  John  Dewar  (on  the  McCal- 
lum  farm),  E.  Filer,  John  Griggs 
(on  the  Steel  farm).  After  this 
vear  the,  settlement  increased  more 
rapidly  and  generally. 

(Note  by  Wm.  Mead  Pattison, 
Clarenceville.  —  The    original  his- 
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lorical  relic  for  which  we  are  in- 
debted to  a  niece  of  the  late 
John  Hunter,  Esq.,  one  of  the  ex- 
ecutors of  the  estate  of  Hie  late 
Reverend  Canon  Townsend,  she 
discovered  in  some  old  papers  of 
the  estate  and  kindly  loaned  to 
the  writer.  The  Rev.  Canon 
Townsend,  the  first  rector  of  these 
parishes,  after  a  life  of  great  use- 
fulness,  died  Jan.     II,     T871,     and 


his  remains  rest  alongside  of  the 
Church  edifice  with  a  handsome 
memorial  to  mark  the  spot. 
Clark's  Hotel  mentioned  was  on 
the  site  now  otccupieu  by  the  spa- 
cious and  beautiful  store  of  Gil- 
bert L'Ecuyer.  Descendants  ol 
the  Sails  and  Johnson  families  are 
still  amongst  our  honored  inhabi- 
tants, and  a  son  of  nvnoch  Curtis 
is  still  on  the  original  homestead. 
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Seigniory  of  St.  Armand. 


Nicholas  Rene  Levasseur  was  a 
builder  of  ships  for  the    King     of 

France,  in  New    France. 

He  petitioned  for  a  grant  of 
and  on  Lake  Champlain. 

On  the  23rd  of  September,  1748, 
Governor  La  Galissonniere  and 
Intendant  Bigot  granted  him:  "a 
•"tract  of  land  six  leagues  in  iront, 
"along  the  River  Missiskouv  in 
"Lake  Champlain,  by  three 
"leagues  in  depth,  on  both  sides 
"of  the  same,  the  said  six  leagues 
"in  front  to  be  taken  at  a  distance 
"of  eight  arpents  below  me  first 
''fall,  situate  three  leagues  up  the 
"said  river,  ascending  the  said 
"river  Missiskouv;"  the  whole  in 
fief  and  seigniory  and  subject  to 
the  same  rights,  privileges  and  ob- 
ligations, as  the  grants  made  to 
the  seigniors  of  Foucault  and 
Noyan.  (Official  translation— none 
too  intelligible). 

This  grant  was  ratified  by  the 
King's  warrant,  of  date,  the  30th 
of  April,     1749. 

I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain 
whether  any  settlement  wras  made 
in  this  seigniory,  during  the 
French  regime  ;  probably  not, 
as  the  other  seigniories  in  the  vic- 
inity had  been  abandoned  in  1747. 

After  the  conquest,  the  Levas- 
s»eur  familv  returned  to  France 
(1763).  They,  however,  retained 
ownership  of  the  seigniory,  and, 
on  the  17th  of  November,  1763, 
Rene  Nicholas  Levasseur,  the  then 
seignior  of  St.  Armand,  sold  the 
seigniory  to  Henry  Guinard,  of 
London,  Kngland,  for  ten  thous- 
and "livres  tomrnois"  (a  little  less 
than    52,ooo.oo). 

On  the  23rd  of  May,  1766, 
Gninard  sold  the  seigniory  to  Wil- 
liam MacKeir/.ie,  Benjamin  Price, 
James  Moore  and  George  Fulton, 
lor     JA5(>  sterling. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  1786, 
James  Moore  purchased  from    the 


representatives  of  said  William 
MacKenzie,  and  Benjamin  Price 
(then  deceased),  their  respective 
shares  in  the  seigniory,  for  the 
sum  of  thirty  pounds  sterling, 
each  share,  thereby  becoming  pro- 
prietor of  three-fourths  of  the 
whole  territory. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  1786, 
Moore  sold  his  three-quarter  share 
of  the  seigniory,  for  three  hundred 
pounds  sterling,  to  the  late  Hon- 
orable Thomas  Dunn,  who,  on  the 
1 2th  of  December,  1787,  purchased 
the  remaining  undivided  quarter 
of  the  seigniory,  from  the  legatee 
of  the  said  George  Fulton,  Helene 
Fulton  and  her  husband,  Peter 
Geddes,  sergeant  of  artillery,  for 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds 
sterling.     (Archives  Ottawa). 

Thomas  Dunn,  therefore,  became 
the  proprietor  of  the  whole  seig- 
niory, and  performed  the  act  of 
faith  and  homage,  in    1789. 

The  establishment  of  the  boun- 
dary between  Vermont  and  Missis- 
quoi  had  the  effect  of  detaching  a 
large  part  of  the  land  which  had 
been  granted  by  the  King  of 
France,  leaving  only  a  strip  of 
land  four  miles  in  width,  along 
the  boundary  line. 

After  M'r.  Dunn  became  proprie- 
tor, he  petitioned  to  the  Governor 
and  his  Council,  for  compensation 
for  his  loss. 

Being  a  man  of  influence,  and  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Council, 
he  was  granted  a  block  of  land  of 
fomr  miles  square,  at  the  rear  or 
east  end  of  his  seigniory,  by  let- 
ters-patent of  Lower  Canada,  un- 
der the  British  system  af  tenure, 
which  was  in  no  way  subject  to 
the  obligations  of  the  seigniory 
proper.  To  distinguish  it  from 
the  seigniory,  it  was  called 
"Dunn's  patent,"  the  lots  being 
numbered  from  1  to  44  E.  It  was 
conceded,  however,  under  the  same 
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terms  and  conditions  as  seignior- 
ial lands,  proper. 

This  Thomas  Dunn  was  the 
leader  of  the  associates,  to  whom 
a  grant  of  40,825  acres  of  land 
was  made  in  the  township  of  Dun- 
ham, by.  the  Government  of  Can- 
ada, on  the  2nd  of  February, 
1796.  (vSee  4th  report,  p.  54.) 

He  played  a  very  conspicuous 
part  in  the  history  of  the  prov- 
vince,  immediately  after  it  became 
a  British  possession. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  1766, 
Governor,  Sir  Guy  Carleton  ap- 
pointed him  a  member  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council,  which  position  he 
held  until  1774,  when  the  same 
Governor  appointed  him  a  member 
of  the  Legislative  Council. 

Before  leaving  Canada,  Sir  Guy 
Carleton  selected  live  members  of 
the  Legisltive  Council,  as  Privy 
Councillors  of  the  province,  one 
of  whom  was  Hon.  Thomas  Dunn. 

He  continued  in  oilice  until 
1784,  when  he  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Council, 
by  Governor  Haldimand.  After 
the  constitutional  act  of  1791 
came  into  force,  he  was  appointed 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil, and  continued  to  occupy  that 
oilice  until  the  date  of  his  death, 
the  15th  of  April,  1818. 

After  he  had  become  proprietor 
of  this  seigniory  he  petitioned  His 
Excellency,  Lord  Dorchester  (for- 
merly Sir  Guy  Carleton)  22nd 
May,  1788,  for  relief  from  the  pay- 
ment of  the  arrears  of  quint  due 
by  the  Seigniory.  After  setting 
forth  the  titles  under  which  he  be- 
came the  owner,  the  petition  pro- 
ceeds:—   " and  as  the    former 

"proprietors  have  neglected  to  pay 
"the  "droit  de  quint"  or  muta- 
"tion  fine  to  His  Majesty  on  their 
"respective  purchases,  which  may 
"reasonably  be  supposed  to  have 
"happened  from  their  ignorance  of 
"^uch  fine  being  due,  and  of  the 
"usages  and  custom  of  this  Pro- 
vince, and  your  memoralist,  con- 
ceiving himself  by  the  strict  let- 


"ter  of  the  law,  to  be  liable  for 
"the  payment  thereof,  which  lie 
"humbly  conceives  would  be  a 
"great  hardship  upon  him,  more 
"especially  as  he  does  not  recol- 
"lect  that  His  Majesty's  rights  in 
"this  respect  were  ever  published, 
"even  in  this  province,  prior  to 
"His  Excellency's  proclamation, 
"dated     the    28th  day  of  August, 

"1777  ; 

"Wherefore  your  memoralist 
"humbly  prays  that  Your  Excel- 
lency will  be  pleased,  on  the  be- 
"half  of  His  Majesty,  to  limit  the 
"said  "droit  de  quint"  or  muta- 
"tion  fine,  on  all  the  purchases  of 
"the  said  "seigneurie"  of  St.  Ar- 
"mand  preceding  that  of  your  me- 
"morialist,  and  that  His  Majes- 
"ty's  receiver-general  be  directed 
"to  seizin  the  deed  of  sale  and 
"conveyance  to  him,  on  payment 
"of  the  "droit  de  quint"  or  muta- 
"tion  fine,  in  the  customary  man- 
"ner,  on  that  sale  only." 

The  seigniory  of  St.  Armandhas 
always  been  treated  as  a  seigniory 
by  the  governmental  departments 
of  the  Province  ;  it  was  subject  to 
Crown  charges  and  dues,  until 
their  abolition  under  the  act  of 
1854  ;  a-  schedule  of  the  hold- 
ings of  the  seigniory  was 
made  under  this  act,  irrespective 
of  the  quit-rent  contracts  made 
between  the  seignior  and  his  free- 
holders, hereinafter  referred  to. 

Bouvier,  law  dictionary,  defines 
"quit-rent"  : — "A  rent  paid  by  the 
"tenants  of  the  freehold,  by  which 
"he  goes  quit  and  free — that  is, 
"discharged,  from  any  other 
"rent." 

The  Honorable  Thomas  Dunn 
never  treated  the  inhabitants 
of  St.  Armand  proper  as  ten- 
ants or  "censitaires,"  although, 
from  a  legal  and  constitu- 
tional point  of  view,  they  were 
so.  He  sold  blocks  of  land  out- 
right, to  the  various  purchasers, 
for  a  price  in  money,  renouncing 
to  all  seigniorial  dues  and  privi- 
leges,    except    an  annual  quit-rent 
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of  one  shilling-  per  one  hundred 
acres.  They  were  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  freeholders,  therefore. 

The  first  sale,  registered  in  the 
registry  office  of  the  county,  from 
Thomas  Dunn,  was  to  Jonathan 
Stickney,  on  the  14th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1798,  registered  on  the  2is<t 
of  July,  1830,  under  No.  37,  of  a 
piece  of  land  containing  91  acres, 
3  roods,  for  ^29-8-9,  and  a  quit- 
rent  of  one  shilling,  per  annum. 
The  purchaser  was  thus,  discharged 
from  all  further  dues  to  his 
seignior. 

The  legalitv  of  such  transfers 
was  tested  and  upheld  before  the 
court  of  King's  Bench,  Montreal, 
on  the  1 8th  of  February,   1831. 

On  the  31st  of  September,  1796, 
(  Chaboillez,  notary),  the  late  Tho- 
mas Dunn  sold  to  Brewer  Dodge,  a 
concession  of  land,  of  St.  Armand, 
in  standing  wood,  for  the  price  of 
£p.o  currency,  payable  on  the  1st 
of  March.  1804,  with  interest,  and 
an  annual  rent  of  one  shilling  (24 
sols.)  The  deed  contains  a  renun- 
ciation, on  the  part  of  the  seignior. 
of  all  seigniorial  rights. 

John  Jones,  having  become  pro- 
prietor, action  was  taKen  against 
him  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
Montreal,  by  the  representatives 
of  Thomas  Dunn,  in  the  case  of 
Henriette  Guichaud  et  al  vs.  John 
Jones,  for  the  payment  of  the  ^20 
and  interest,  from  the  1st  of  May 
1799,  and  the  arrears  of  rent  of 
one  shilling  per  annum,  accrued 
since  the  same  date.  l 

Jones  contested  the  action  on  the 
ground  that  the  land  "in  stand- 
ing wood,  "in  this  seigniory,  as  in 
pill  seigniories,  could  only  be  con- 
ceded  at  an  annual  rent  or  rent 
charge,  non-commutable  into  a 
capital  sum  of  money;  that  the 
law  expresslv  prohibited  any  such 
sales,  under  the  penalty  of  absol- 
ute nullity  of  the  contract,  the 
restitution  of  the  price,  and  of  the 
reunion  of  the  land  to  the  Crown 
domain. 


The  case  was  heard  before  Chief 
Justice  Reid  and  J  ustices  Pyke 
and  Rolland.  Judgment  was  rend- 
ered on  the  1 8th  of  February, 
1831.  (I.  Iv.  C.  R.  123,  Seignior- 
ial tenure). 

The  following  is  the  concluding 
part  of  the  remarks  of  Chief  Jus- 
tice Reid,  who  spoke  far  the 
Court: 

"The  only  question  is  as  to  the 
"construction  to  be  put  upon  the 
"deed  in  question.  If  it  is  to  be 
"considered  as  a  sale  of  land  "en 
"bois  debout,"  (standing  timber), 
"it  is  illegal  and  void,  according 
"to  the  laws  of  the  country;  but 
"if,  on  the  contrary,  this  sum  of 
"^20  stipulated  to  be  paid,  was 
"the  consideration  for  which  Mr. 
"Dunn  consented  to  give  up  his 
"right  to  the  "lods  et  ventes" 
"(the  mutation  fines)  and  "ban- 
"alitie"  (the  grinding  of  grain), 
"it  will  be  legal  and  valid,  as  he 
"could  abstain  from  demanding 
"any  of  his  rights  as  seignior, 
"from  his  "censit aires,"  upon  a 
"sufficient  consideration.  And  the 
"Court  thinks  that  the  latter  ccm- 
"struction  ought  to  prevail,  not 
"merely  because  this  contract,  like 
"every  other,  should  be  so  constru- 
ed that  it  may  rather  stand  than 
"fall,  but  because  they  are  of  op- 
"inion,  that  the  expressions  in  the 
"deed,  seem  to  imply,  that  this 
"was  the  consideration  for  which 
"the  money  was  to  be  paid.  The 
"Court  cannot  here  take  up  the 
"question  as  to  the  future  liabili- 
ty of  the  tenant,  to  be  troubled 
"by  another  seignior,  and  the  con- 
sequent rights  of  the  tenants 
"thereon,  as  the  question  has  not 
"been  raised  by  the  pleadings,  and 
"cannot  now  be  determined." 

All  traces  of  the  seigniorial  sys- 
tem, even  the  reservation  of  the 
quit-rent,  of  one  shilling  per  100 
acres,  have  been  dropped  from  the 
transfers  of  property  in  this  seig- 
niory. 
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By  proclamation,  of  the  18th  of 
June,  1845,  the  seigniory  was 
divided  into   the  parishes     of     St. 


Annan  d  East  and  St.  Armand 
West,  under  which  names  it  is 
now  more  familiarly  known. 


SEIGNIORIES  OF   DAINE   LUSIGNAN. 


Besides  the  seigniories  above  re- 
ferred to,  seigniorial  grants  of 
portions  of  the  townships  of  Dun- 
ham and  Stanbridge  were  made 
during  the  French  regime. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  1733,  the 
following  concession  was  made  to 
Sieur  Daine,  chief  clerk  of  the 
Supreme  Council  of  New  France, 
upon  petition:  "Of  a  tract  of  land 
"of  one  league  in  front,  on  the 
"Bay  of  Mlissiskouy,  in  Lake 
"Champlain,  by  three  leagues  in 
"depth,  bounded  on  one  side  by 
"the  mouth  of  Pyke  River 
"(Riviere  du  Brochet).  running 
"towards  the  line  which  bounds 
"the  depth  of  the  seigniory  lately 
"conceded  to  the  Sieur  de  Noyan, 
"on  the  other  side  at  the  distance 
"of  one  league  and  a  half,  from 
"the  said  mouth,  towards  the  east, 
"by  a  line  drawn  north-east  and 
"south-west,  in  front  by  the  said 
"Bay,  and  in  rear  at  a  distance 
"of  three  leagues,  joining  the  un- 
" granted  lands." 

This  concession  was  made  sub- 
ject to  the  usual  conditions. 

This  will  be  recognized  as  com- 
prising a  part  of  the  present 
township  of  Stanbridge. 

On  the  1 6th  of  April,  1733,  up- 
on petition,  a  concession  was 
made  to  Sieur  de  Lnsignan,  an  of-1 
ficer  of  the  troops,    of  the  detach- 


ment of  marines  in  the  country, 
at  one  time  commander  of  the 
fort  vSt.  Frederic  (Crown  Point): 
"of  a  tract  of  land  of  two  leagues 
"or  thereabouts  in  front,  by  three 
"leagues  in  depth,  bounded  on  the 
"north  side  by  the  boundary  ot 
"the  seignior}-  lately  granted  to 
"the  Sieur  Daine,  which  is  a  line 
"drawn  north-east  and  south-west, 
"and  on  the  south  by  a  line 
"drawn  east  and  west  at  one 
"quarter  of  a  league  from  the 
"mouth  of  the  River  Du  Rocher, 
"in  front  by  the  Bay  of  Missis- 
"kouy,  in  Lake  Champlain,  and 
"in  rear,  at  a  distance  of  three 
"leagues,  joining  the  ungranted 
"lands." 

This  seigniory  included  the  pres- 
ent seigniory  of  St.  Armand,  with 
part  of  Dunham. 

These  seigniories  were  forfeited 
to  the  Crown,  under  the  ordinance 
of  1 74 1,  hereinbefore  referred  to, 
because  the  seigniors  had  failed  to 
carry  out  the  conditions  of  con- 
cession, by  permanently  settling 
"censitaires"   thereon. 

The  portions  of  the  seigniories 
which  are  now  included  in  the 
townships  of  Stanbridge  and  Dun- 
ham were  never  again  conceded  to 
any  one,  before  the  cession  of  the 
colonv  to  Great  Britain. 


52 


MISSISQUOI    COUNTY     HISTORICAL    SOCIETY 


The  Abolition  of  the  Seigniorial  System 


Great  dissatisfaction,  with  this 
system  of  land  tenure,  had  exist- 
ed, among  land  owners  of  British 
origin,  from  the  earliest  British 
settlement.  Each  succeeding  Gov- 
ernor was  memorialized  by  peti- 
tions, denouncing  it,  and  praying 
that  the  tenure  of  free  and  com- 
mon soccage  be  substituted  in  its 
place,  or  that  other  relief  be 
granted  to  the  petitioners. 

The  following  petition  from  the 
"censitaires"  of  Foucault  and 
Xovan  is  a    fair  sample: 

"To  His     Excellency    the    Right 

"Honorable         Charles        Poulett 

'Thomson,     Governor-General     of 

"British  North  America,   etc.,  etc. 

"The  humble  memorial  and  peti- 
tion of  the  undersigned  "censit- 
( 'aires,"  of  the  seigniories  of  Noy- 
"an  and  Foucault,  in  the  County 
"of  Rouville,  Tower  Canada,  res- 
"pectfully  sheweth: 

"That  your  memorialists  deem 
"it  a  peculiar  honor,  happiness 
"and  privilege,  that  Providence 
"has  made  them  subjects  of  the 
"British  Empire,  whose  throne 
"they  venerate,  whose  institn- 
"tions  they  love,  and  whose  integ- 
rity they  are  deeply  pledged  to 
"sustain;  and  while  they  cling 
"with  instinctive  loyalty  around 
"the  standard  of  their  beloved 
"Sovereign,  to  defend  (as  they 
"have  done,  and  will  still  do 
"again  if  necessary),  the  royal 
"prerogative  in  these  noble  appen- 
"dages  of  Her  realm,  they  feel 
"that  they  also  have  rights  dear 
"to  themselves  and  families, 
"which  the  spirit  of  British  free 
"nun  prompts  them  to  assert  and 
1 'respectfully  to  claim  at  the  hands 
"of  the  Government. 

"While  your  memorialists  grate- 
"fully  acknowledge  the  many 
"blessings    which    flow    from    the 


"paternal  sway  of  British  rule, 
"they  are  forced,  by  a  sense  oi 
"duty  to  themselves  and  the  com- 
"munity,  to  call  Your  Excellen- 
cy's attention,  as  the  representa- 
tive of  Her  Majesty,  in  these 
"noble  colonies,  to  the  existence 
"of  a  foul  anomaly,  in  the  insti- 
tutions of  a  British  Colony  — 
"The  Feudal  Tenure. 

"The  glory  and  boast  of  Brit- 
"ons,  in  every  part  of  the  woirict, 
"is  FREEDOM;  the  feudal  im- 
positions of  Eower  Canada  have 
"made  them  vassals,  and,  by  the 
"unavoidable  humiliation  of  this 
"serf-like"  tenure,  have  bowed 
"down  their  lofty  independence — 
"their  native  birth-right,  to  ab- 
"ject  servitude.  Industry  is  par- 
"alized  by  its  exactions — enter- 
prise is  crushed  by  its  restric- 
tions—the investment  of  capital 
"in  permanent  improvements  is 
"discouraged,  by  an  enormous  and 
'iniquitous  tax  on  such  capital 
"of  one  twelfth  part  of  both  its 
"original  and  its  enhanced  value 
"at  everv  sale,  imposed  in 
"form    of    a    "  fine    of    alienation 


or 


lods 


et       ventes 


and 


"the  evil  is  still  further  ag- 
gravated, by  the  mystery  and 
"uncertainty  of  titles  connected 
"with  the  feudal  system,  of  secret 
"conveyancing,  without  public 
"registry. 

"Your  memorialists  further  rep- 
resent, that  however  degrading 
"to  the  moral  feeling  of  independ- 
ent freemen  the  "principles"  of 
"the  feudal  tenure  are,  even  in  its 
"mildest  form,  and  with  the 
"comparatively  light  condition 
"imposed  by  the  original  chart- 
ers from  the  French  Crown,  in- 
justice and  oppression  have  since 
"been  added  by  many  of  the  seig- 
"niors      by      a    violation     of    the 
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'terms  of  their  eliarters. 

"1st.  By  not  furnishing  banal 
'mills  for  grinding  the  grain  of 
'the  "censitaires,"  nor  permit- 
'ting  them  to  erect  any  on  these 
'seigniories  .for  their  use;  thus 
'obliging  all  their  tenantry  to 
'carry  their  grain  to  a  great  dis- 
'tance — from  ten  to  twenty  miles 
' — for  grinding,  incurring  thereby 
'an  annual  expense  equal  to  the 
'rent  of  their  lands. 

"2nd.  By  not  furnishing,  seed 
'animals  of  good  breed  for  the 
'benefit  of  an  improved  husband- 
"3rd. By  the  "sale  of  unconced- 
'ed  lands"  contrar}^.  to  the  royal 
'decree.     (Arrets   ol  Marley). 

"4th.  By  exacting  the  payment 
'of  a  greater  amount  of  annual 
'rent  than  the  terms  of  their 
'charters  warrant,  or  man  is 
'stipulated  in  the  charters  of 
'earlier  date,  to  the  usages  of 
'which  these  more  recent  patents 
'are  referred  for  the  amount  of 
'their  claims. 

"Your  memorialists  respectfully 
'beg  your  Excellency's  attention 
'to  the  accompanying  documents 
'which  they  adduce  in  evidence,  of 
'the  truth  of  their  allegations, 
'and  in  proof  of  the  injustice  and 
'oppression  which  tney  suffer  at 
'the  hands  of  their  seigniors;  and 
'also  to  some  of  the  more  ancient 
'charters,  and  such  other  docu- 
'ments  as  your  Excellency  may 
'command,  from  all  which,  they 
'doubt  not,  your  Excellency  will 
'arrive  at  the  conclusion,  tliat 
'such  gross  violations  of  law  and 
'humanity  involve  tlie  forfeiture 
'of  their  charters  to  the  Crown. 

"Having  repeatedly,  but  in 
'vain,  prayed  for  relief  from  the 
'Provincial  Parliament,  which 
'was  not  a  disinterested  tribunal, 
'and  borne  for  many  years  un- 
resistingly this  oppressive  incu- 
'bus,  under  which  industry  and 
'enterprise  can  never  prosper, 
'your  memorialists  turn  to  Your 
'Excellency  with  anxious  hope  for 


"relief,   and  respectfully  pray: 

"That  Your  Excellency  win  be 
"pleased,  by  such  means  as  shall 
"be  deemed  most  expedient,  to  in- 
"duce  the  proprietors  of  these 
"seigniories,  William  Plender- 
"leath  Christie,  Esq.,  and  John 
"Donegani,  Esq.,  to  extinguish 
"the  odious  burdens  of  servitude 
"and  tribute  by  a  "commutation 
"of  tenure"  on  their  respective 
"seigniories,  from  the  present  de- 
basing "feudal,"  to  a  "free  and 
"common  soccage"  tenure,  a  fair 
"and  equitable  sum  to  be  paiu  by 
"the  censitaires  to  the  seignior 
"for  the  extinction  of  his  claims, 
"to  be  estimated  on  the  "legal 
"amount"  assured  to  him  by  his 
"charter.  Or,  if  such  commuta- 
"tion  of  tenure  cannot  be  effected, 
"your  memorialists  further  pray 
"the  interposition  of  the  execu- 
tive power  to  compel,  on  pain  of 
"forfeiture,  the  said  seigniors  to 
"reduce  the  amount  of  "cens  et 
"rentes"  and  other  seigniorial 
"claims  to  the  amount  establish- 
ed by  His  Most  Christian  Ma- 
"jestv  prior  and  up  to  the  vear 
"1711. 

"And  your  petitioner,  as  in  duty 
"bound,  shall  ever  pray,  etc. 
"Noyan,  15th  ^pril,  1840." 
Two  hundred  and  seventy-five 
signatures  were  attached  to  this 
petition,  of  which  tlie  following 
are  some  of  the  familiar  sur- 
names: 

Derrick,  Young,  Keet,  Rowe, 
Johnson,  Longeway,  Townsend, 
Beerwort,  Colton,  Fadden,  Bush, 
Beach,  Hawlev,  Curtis,  bears, 
Nutt,  Macfie,  *  Miller,  Asseltine, 
Schoolcraft,  Drew,  Gibson,  Wheel- 
er, Chilton,  Lake,  Sails,  Camp- 
bell, McCallum,  Filer,  Hislop, 
Jameson,  Hunter,  Crothers, 
Greene,  Tipping,  Mandigo,  Lewis, 
Deal,  Morgan,  Hogle,  Minkler, 
Vosburg,  Collins,  Emrick,  Darby. 
The  annual  rent  paid  by  the 
"censitaires"  of  Foucanlt,  was 
four  pence  per  arpent,  about  $8 
per  one  hundred  arpents;    a  consid- 
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able  increase  since  the  original 
grant. 

The  annual  rent  paid  by  the 
"censitaires"  of  Noyan,  was  four 
and  a  half  pence  per  arpent,  or 
about    §9  per  one  hundred  arpents. 

The  abolition  of  this  system  is, 
or  was,  so  great  and  important  a 
subject,  that  tne  fringe  of  it  only 
can  be  touched,   in  this  article. 

The  first  practical  effort  to- 
wards abolition,  was  an  act 
known  as  "The  Canada  Trade  Act 
of  1822,"  (3  George  I\  ,  chapter 
119,  sections  31,  32),  which  pro- 
vides: "If  an}-  person  or  persons 
"holding  any      lands     in    the  said 

"province in  fief  and  seigniory, 

"and  having  legal  power  and  ati- 
'-Lnority  to  alienate  the  same, 
"shall,  at  any  time  from  and  af- 
"ter  the  commencement  of  tins 
"Act,     surrender     the    same    into 

"the  hands  of  His  Majesty and 

"shall,     by     petition set     forth 

''that  he is  desirous  of  holding 

"the  same  in  free  and  common 
"soceage,     the    Governor    of    said 

"Province shall   cause     a    fresh 

"grant  to  be  made  to  such 
"person  or  persons  of  such 
"lands      to      be      holden      in    free 

'•and      common      soceage  

"subject    nevertheless    to  payment 

" of      such     sum  or  sums     of 

"money    as    and  for    a    commuta- 

"tion      for      the dues      which 

"would  have  been  payable  to  His 
::  Majesty,  under  the  original  ten- 
"ure." 

This  act  made  no  provision  for 
the  relief  of  the  "censitaires," 
who  were  the  real  complainants 
and  agitators. 

By  the  Act  6  George  1  v  ,  chap- 
ter 59,  (1825),  "The  Canada 
Trades  and  Tenures  Act"  was 
passed,  as  a  supplement  to  the 
previous  legislation,  and  provided 
that  "when  a  seignior  obtained  a 
"commutation  of  the  tenure  of  his 
"seigniory,  from  the  Crown,  he 
"should  be  bound  to  award 
"his    tenants    an     opportunity    to 


"secure     a    like     commutation     of 
"their  holdings." 

As  an  encouragement  to  the 
seigniors  to  take  advantage  of 
this  legislation,  the  Crown  offered 
to  commute  its  rights  upon  the 
seigniories,  upon  a  basis  of  five 
per  cent.,  of  the  actual  value  of 
the  seigniory. 

The  seigniors  refrained  from 
taking  advantage  of  this  liberal 
offer,  for  fear  that  tneir  tenants 
would  demand  the  commutation 
of  their  dues,  upon  tne  same  low 
basis,  of  five  per  cent. 

After  the  union  of  the  Provinces 
the  new  Parliament  of  Canada 
passed  legislation,  under  which  a 
commission,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Alexander  Buchanan,  K.C.,  father 
of  the  late  Mr.  Justice  G.  C.  V. 
Buchanan  of  Sweetsburg;  J.  A. 
Taschereau  and  James  Smitn,  was 
named,  to  study  the  seigniorial 
question  and  to  report  to  the  leg- 
islature the  result  of  their  delib- 
erations. They  did  so  on  the  29th 
of  March,  1843.  The  report  was 
laid  before  the  legislature  on  the 
4th  of  October  of  the  same  year. 
(See  sketch  of  life  of  Hon.  Mr. 
Justice  Smith,   this  report). 

It  appears  from  tne  report  of  this 
commission  that  the  Rev.  Canon 
Townsend  rendered  valuable  ser- 
vices, in  preparing  the  case  af  his 
parishioners,  and  of  laying  it  be- 
fore the  commission. 

The  report  says:  "The  second 
"general  scheme,  to  which  we  now 
"refer,  is  that  proposed  by  «-ae 
"censitaires"  of  the  seigniories  of 
"De  Lery,  Foucault  and  Iyacolle 
"as  vset  forth  in  tne  answers  of 
"the       Rev.       Canon      Townsend, 

"transmitted  to  us This  scheme 

"is  recommended  by  the  "censit- 
"  aires"  of  Foucault  and  INoyan, 
"and  they  expressly  deny  the 
"right  of  their  seignior  to  any 
"indemnity  for  the  "banalite," 
"because  no  "banal"  mill  has 
"been  built  in  those  seigniories, 
"with  the  exception  of  an  old  mill 
"in  Foucault,  erected  long  ago  by 
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"Mr.  Caldwell,  but  which  is  al- 
together insufficient,  whereby 
"the  "censit aires"  are  compelled 
"to  go  a  distance  of  ten,  twenty 
"and  thirty  miles,  to  get  their 
"corn  ground." 

The  portion  of  the  report  deal- 
ing with  the  case  for  Foucault  and 
Noyan,  cover  a  page  and  a  hall  of 
the  first  volume  of  Titles  and  Do- 
cuments relative  to  seigniorial  te- 
nure. 

Munro,  at  page  21,  says  of  this 
report  : — "Of  all  the  anathemas 
"passed  upon  the  feudal  system  in 
"Canada,  from  its  first  establish- 
"ment  to  its  abolition,  whether  by 
"investigating  officials,  commis- 
"sions  or  legislative  bodies,  none 
"surpassed  the  foregoing  (a  quo- 
"tation  from  the  report),  in  vigor 
"and  virulence.  The  Commission 
"recommended  complete  extinc- 
tion of  seigniorial  tenure." 

The  sequel  of  this  report  was  the 
passing  of  an  act,  8  Vict.  Chapter 
42,  (1845),  intituled  "An  act  the 
"better  to  facilitate  optional  com- 
"mutation  of  the  tenure  of  lands 
"en  "roture"  in  the  seigniories, 
"and  fiefs  of  Lower  Canada,  into 
"that  of  franc  aleu  roturier." 

This  act  was  supplemented  by  12 
Vict,  chapter  49,   (1849.) 

Under  these  acts,  the  censitaire 
might  contract  with  his  seignior, 
for  the  commutation  of  his  seig- 
niorial dues,  for  a  price  agreed 
upon. 

Little  benefit  followed  this  legis- 
lation, because  the  seigniors  and 
their  "censitaires"  could  rarely 
agree  as  to  what  seigniorial  dues 
could  be  legally  claimed  by  the 
seigniors. 

Owing  to  the  futility  of  all  le- 
gislation which  had  been  passed, 
for  the  relief  of  the  tenants,  the 
leaders  of  political  thought  in  the 
country,  became  impressed  with 
the  belief  that  nothing  short  of 
compulsory  commutation,  for 
both  seigniors  and  tenants,  would 
give  relief  to  the  situation. 

The      legislature,      therefore,     in 


1851,  appointed  a  special  commit- 
tee, consisting  of  Hon.  Lewis  T. 
Drummond,  attorney-general  and 
member  for  Shetlord,  chairman, 
David  M.  Armstrong,  member  for 
Berthier,  Hon.  William  Badgley, 
solicitor-general  and  member  for 
Missisquoi  ;  Thomas  Boutillier, 
member  for  St.  Hyacinthe  ;  Hon. 
Marc  Pascal  de  Salle  Laterriere, 
member  for  Saguenay  ;  Francois 
Lemieux,  member  for  Dorchester, 
for  the  preparation  of  a  plan  and 
the  drafting  of  a  bill  for  the  com- 
mutation of  seigniorial  dues. 

It  made  its  report,  and  submit- 
ted a  draft  bill,  but  owing  to  a 
change  of  government,  on  the  28th 
of  October,  same  year  (1851), 
nothing  practical  was  done  upon 
this  report. 

On  the  i8th  of  December,  1854, 
"An  act  for  the  abolition  of  feu- 
"dal  rights  and  duties  in  Lower 
"Canada"  (18  Vict.  Cap.  Ill)  was 
passed.  It  repealed  the  acts  of 
1845  and  1849,  and  provided  fo«r 
the  appointment  of  commissioners 
to  value  the  several  rights  men- 
tioned in  the  act  (section  5),  with 
respect  to  each  seigniory  assigned 
to  him,  and  to  draw  up,  in  tabu- 
lar form,  in  triplicate,  a  schedule 
showing  :  the  total  value  of  the 
seigniory — the  value  of  the  rights 
of  the  Crown  therein  (droit  de 
quint,  etc.) — the  yearly  value  of 
the  seigniorial  rights  of  each  lot 
— the  extent  of  such  lot  and  whe- 
ther used  for  agricultural  or  resi- 
sential  purposes,   etc. 

Before  beginning  work  in  any 
seigniory,  public  notice  was  to  be 
given  therein,  to  all  interested 
parties,  of  the  place,  day  and  hour 
at  which  they  would  begin  their 
inquiry,  by  affixing  placards  and 
notices,  in  Knglish  and  French,  at 
the  door  of  every  parish  church  in 
the  seigniory,  during  four  conse- 
cutive Sundays,  or  by  placing  pla- 
cards, during  four  consecutive 
weeks,  in  the  most  frequented 
place  in  any  seigniory  in  which 
there  was  no  church. 
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For  the  revision  of  any  schedule 
thus  prepared,  uie  governor  was 
empowered  (section  12),  to  select 
four  of  said  commissioners,  the 
decision  of  any  two  of  whom 
should  be  final. 

As  soon  as  the  schedule  was  com- 
pleted, the  commissioner  was  re- 
quired to  send  a  triplicate  thereof, 
to  the  receiver  general  of  the  Pro- 
vince, another  triplicate  to  the  of- 
fice of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
district  in  which  the  seigniory,  was 
situated,  and  retain  the  remaining 
triplicate,  and  give  public  notice, 
111  both  languages,  in  the  "Official 
Gazette"  of  the  Province,  and  in 
at  least  one  newspaper  published 
in  the  district. 

Section  14  provides  that,  upon 
the  publication  of  a  notice  of  de- 
posit of  the  schedule  of  a  seignio- 
ry, all  lands  therein  would,  there- 
after, be  held  in  "franc  aleti  ro- 
turier,  free  and  clear  of  all  "cens, 
lods  et  ventes,  droit  de  banalite, 
droit  de  retraite,"  and  all  other 
feudal  and  seigniorial  duties  and 
charges,  whatever,  except  the 
"rente  constituee,"  (constituted 
rent),  of  six  per  cent,  upon  the 
capital  value  of  each  holding,  as 
fixed  in  the  "cadastre,"  or  sched- 
ule which  would  be  substituted  for 
such  seigniorial  duties  and 
charges. 

The  seignior  on  his  part  would 
be  compensated  for  his  loss,  out 
of  the  public  funds  of  Canada,  and 
he  would  be  freed  from  all' 'quint, 
relief  or  other  feudal  dues  or  du- 
ties, payable  to  the  crown  or  to 
any  "seigneur  dominant,"  of 
which  his  fief  or  seigniory  was 
then  held.  lie  would  also  be 
ireed  from  all  onerous  obligations 
towards  his  "censitaires,"  and  be 
deprived  of  his  honorary  privilege 
oi  fealty  and  homage. 

These  provisions  were  subject  to 
certain  slight  reservations,  which 
need  not  be  referred  to  here. 

Sections  17  and  t8  made  pro- 
vision for  the  raising  of  money 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the 


objects  of  the  act,  which  should  be 
paid  into  the  Consolidated  Reve- 
nue Fund,  including  a  loan  upon 
debentures,  to  be  issued  on  the 
credit  of  the  Province,  the  whole 
not  to  exceed    ^150,000. 

Section  19  provided  that  out  of 
this  fund,  the  general  expenses  of 
carrying  out  the  act  to  a  success- 
ful conclusion,  were  to  be  first 
paid,  after  which  an  appropriation 
was  to  be  made  "in  aid  of  the 
"censitaires"  in  the  several  seig- 
"niories;"  the  balance  to  the  seig- 
niors. 

The  differences  of  opinion  be- 
tween the  Crown,  the  seigniors 
and  their  "censitaires,"  as  to 
what  w.as  respectively  due  to  or 
by  them,  was  to  be  settled  by  a 
specially  constituted  court,  to 
consist  of  the  judges  of  the  Court 
of  Queen's  Bench  and  of  the  Supe- 
rior Court  of  Lower  Canada,  by 
answers  to  a  series  of  questions, 
to'  be  submitted  by  the  attorney- 
general  for  Lower  Canada,  and 
counter  questions  by  any  seignior 
or  the  "censitaires"  of  any  seigni- 
ory, represented  by  counsel,  who 
were  entitled  to  be  heard  upon 
all  the  questions  and  counter 
questions.  The  number  of  counsel 
for  all  the  "censitaires  '  was  lim- 
ited to  rive. 

Subsection  7  of  section  6  de- 
clared that  the  court  should  sit 
"as  if  an  appeal  wTere  pending  and 
"inscribed  and  readv  for  hearing, 
"in  which  the  said  questions  had 
"arisen  for  decision  ....  No 
"technical  objection  of  procedure 
"shall  be  entertained,  and  the  jud- 
"ges  have  power  to  make  an  order 
"instanter,  upon  all  questions  of 
"procedure,  not  specially  provided 
"for." 

The  decision  of  this  special  court, 
and  the  opinions  of  the  judges 
thereof,  were  to  be  delivered,  as  in 
a  judgment  in  a  case  in  appeal, 
with  "motive,"  "but  without  any 
"further  sentence  in  favor  of  the 
"Crown,  the  seigniors  or  the  "cen- 
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"sitaires,'   whether  as   to  costs  o»r 
'  lotlierwise.n 

The  decision  was  to  he  a  guide 
to  the  commissioners  and  attor- 
ney-general, as  a  final  judgment, 
•'en  dernier  ressort,"  upon  the 
point  decided  by  a  like  question, 
the  right  being  reserved  to  each 
judge  to  render  a  separate  deci- 
sion, upon  any  particular  question 
or  questions. 

The  sessions  of  the  said  court 
were  to  he  held  in  Quebec  and 
Montreal,  to  commence  on  a  day 
to  be  fixed  by  proclamation,  with 
power  of  adjournment,  wdien  ne- 
cessary, for  the  convenience  of  the 
general  administration  of  justice 
in  the  Province,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  rendering  judgment  only. 

Nine  of  the  judges  were  necess- 
ary for  a  quorum. 

The  Chief  Justice  of  the  Queen's 
Bench  and,  in  his  absence,  the 
Chief  vTustice  of  the  Superior 
Court,  was  to  preside  over  the  ses- 
sions of  this  special  court. 

For  the  convenience  of  said  spe- 
cial court,  and  of  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  the  Governor  was 
given  power  to  name  assistant 
judges  of  the  Queen's  Bench  and  of 
the  Superior  Court,  from  among 
Circuit  Court  judges,  and  barris- 
ters, of  at  least  ten  years  standing 
at  the  Bar  of  Lower  Canada. 

Writing  of  this  special  court, 
Munro,  at  page  248,  says  : — 

"The  tribunal  was  in  manv 
"ways  an  extraordinary  one.  It 
''was  an  assemblage  of  judges,  yet 
"the  subject  in  hand  was  not  a. 
"strictly  judicial  one  ;  the  judges- 
"were  to  express  opinions,  rather 
"than  to  give  judgments.  There 
"was  a  court,  bnt  no  suitors,  no 
'issue,  no  evidence,  no  record  and 
"no  sentence.  The  judges  were 
"simply  to  examine  the  questions, 
"as  students  of  legal  history,  and 
"and  to  express  their  opinions.  In 
"the  event  of  disagreement.,  a  ma- 
jority  was  to  prevail." 

The    lirst    session    of   the     court 


was  held  on  the  4H1  of  September, 
1855  at  Quebec. 

The  presiding  Judge  was  Sir 
Louis  II.  Lafontaine,  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  Queen's  Bench,  assisted  by 
Mr.  Justice  Edward  Bowen, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior 
Court;  Justices  Avlwin,  Duval 
and  Car  on,  puisne  judges  of 
the  Queen's  Bench;  J  ustices 
Day,  Smith,  Van  Felson,  Monde- 
let",  Meredith,  Short,  Morin,  Badg- 
lev,  puisne  judges  of  the  Superior 
Court. 

The  Hon.  Judge  D.  Mondelet,  a 
seignior,   abstained  from   sic^ng. 

The  Hon.  Lewis  T.  Drummond, 
attorney-general  East  ;  Messrs.  F. 
Real  Angers,  T.  a  .  J.  Loranger 
and  E.  Barnard,  appeared  on  be- 
half of  the  Crown. 

Christopher  Dunkin,  Robert 
Mackav,  C.  S.  Cherrier  and  T.  R. 
Ramsay  appeared  on  behalf  of  the 
seigniors  and  others. 

All  of  these  counsel  were  after- 
wards appointed  judges,  except 
Messrs..   Barnard  and  Cherrier. 

Forty-six  questions  were  sub- 
mitted by  the  attorney-general, 
'i  nirtv  counter  questions  on  be- 
half of  the  seigniors  generally. 

The  Hon.  Christopher  Dunkm 
afterwards  judge  of  the  Superior 
Court,  district  of  Bedford,  repre- 
sented 35  seigniors,  before  this 
court,  including  Joseph  Frederic 
Allard,  seignior  of  Foucault,  and 
Mary  Christie  Burton,  wife  ofCoi. 
Christie  Burton,  Seignior  of  Noy- 
au. 

Munro,  commenting  on  his  ad- 
dress to  the  Court,  says  : — 

"His  argument,  which  w^as 
"lengthy,  comprehensive  and  a 
"model  of  close  legal  reasoning, 
"stands  as  perhaps  the  most 
"scholarly  and  the  ablest  plea 
"ever  made  before  any  Canadian 
"judicial  body." 

Judgment  was  rendered  in  the 
form  of  a  majority  opinion,  upon 
each  of  the  questions  and  counter 
questions,    concluding  with  a   con- 
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cise  summary  of  the  Court's  opin- 
ion on  the  points  in  dispute. 

Each  of  the  judges  submitted  ex- 
haustive nates,  in  justification  oi 
his  concurrence  in,  or  dissent  from 
the  finding  of  the  majority. 

The  outcome    of  the  legislation, 


and  of  the  proceedings  had  there- 
under, was  in  general,  so  satisfact- 
ory to  the  contending  parties, 
that  what  had,  theretoiore,  been  a 
burning  question,  in  the  public  lile 
of  the  province,  disappeared  from 
public  discussion." 


Schedules. 


CADASTRES  ABREGES, 


Henry  Judah,  King's  Counsel, 
of  Montreal,  was  appointed  com- 
missioner, under  section  5  of  the 
Seigniorial  Act  of  1854,  to  value 
the  lands,  and  the  respective 
rights  of  the  seigniors  and  tenants 
(censitaires)  of  the  seigniories  of 
Foucault,  Noyan  and  St.  Armand, 
and  to  draw  up  reports  or  sched- 
ules (cadastres  abreges)  of  the  re- 
sult of  his  operations. 

He  made  his  report  for  the  sei- 
gniory of  St.  Armand,  dated,  Phil- 
ipsburg,  1 2th  of  August,  1856,  from 
which  a  schedule  in  triplicate, 
was  prepared,  and  certified  to  at 
Montreal,  1st  of  December,  i860  ; 
and  for  the  seigniories  of  Foucault 
and  Noyan,  dated  Clarence ville, 
10th  of  December,  1856,  and  Hen- 
ry ville,  26th  March,  1857,  respect- 
ively, and  certified  to  at  Montreal 
24th  of  January,   1861. 

A  number  is  given  to  each  pro- 
perty owned  in  the  seigniory,  for 
reference,  with  the  names  of  the 
respective  proprietors  ;  the  super- 
ficial measurement,  in  arpenus,  of 
each  holding  in  the  seigniory  ;  the 
constituted  rent  payable  by  each 
owner,  in  pounds,  shillings  and 
pence. 

One,  familiar  with  the  topogra- 
phy of  the  three  seigniories,  is  puz- 
zled, at  first,  by  the  great  differ- 
ence between  the  amount  of  con- 
stituted rent  payable  in  the  seigni- 
ory of  St.   Armand  and  the  other 


two  seigniories.  In  St.  Armand  it 
is  ^0-1-0  per  too  acres  ;  in  the  sei- 
gniory of  Foucault,  it  is  ^1-13-4 
per  100  acres  ;  in  ^e  seigniory  of 
Noyan,  it  is  ;£l-l8  per    100  acre*. 

This  is  explained  by  the  fact 
that  the  first  British  seignior  of 
vSt.  Armanci,  the  late  Hpn.  Tho- 
mas Dunn,  and  his  representatives, 
practically  sold  the  land  outright 
to  the  individual  purchasers  ;  or, 
as  was  held  in  a  test  case  reported 
in  this  article,  on  this  seigniory, 
they  renounced  to  all  seigniorial 
dues  and  privileges,  for  a  consid- 
eration price,  reserving  only  a 
quit-rent  of  /'o-i-o  per  100  acres. 
(See  article  on  seigniory  of  CDt. 
Armand). 

For  the  seigniory  of  Foucault 
the  total  amount  of  constituted 
rents  due  to  the  seignior,  as  certi- 
fied by  the  commissioner,  was 
^274-8-34  ;  the  value  of  the  "cens 
et  rentes  (seigniorial  dues)  :  (a) 
on  building  lots  and  other  lands, 
not  used  for  agricultural  purposes 
^1220 — (b)  on  agricultural  lands, 
$18,293.54;  value  of  tllods  et  ven- 
tes"   (mutation  fines),  #7,984.16. 

For  the  seigniory  of  Noyan,  the 
total  amount  of  constituted  rents 
was  $766-3-9%  ;  value  of  seigniori- 
al dues  $51,079.29;  value  of  muta- 
tion fines,  $25,393-33- 

For  tne  seigniory  of  St.  Armand 
the  total  amount  of  constituted 
rents    payable    by  the    freeholders 
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was  £23-13-9  ;  the  value  of  seigni- 
orial dues.  S1579.17  ;  no  mutation 

lines  were  due. 

Articles  891a  to  891  j  of  the  Mu- 
nicipal Code,  as  enacted  by  1 
rge  V,  chapter  45,  provide  a 
means  of  raising  money,  on  easy 
terms,  for  the  commutation  of  the 
constituted  rents  and  the  final  set- 
tlement of  the  last  remnant  of  sei- 
gniorial  tenure  in  the  province. 

J.   C.   McCORKIEL. 


(Xote.  —  My  thanks  for  valu- 
able assistance  are  due  to 
George  F.  O'Halloran,    Esq.,  B.A. 


K.C.,      Deputy      Minister     of    Ag- 
riculture,        Ottawa  ;  xx.         D. 
Doughty,     Esq.,      CMC,    LL-D., 
Deputy  Minister     of  the   Archives, 
Ottawa  ;     David  W.   Parker,   Esq., 
M.A.,    Archives   Department,       0tJ 
tawa;   Major  C.   B.  Jameson,   Bed- 
ford,   (for    information    re  :   Cald- 
well,    Manor    and   Caldwell  Banal 
Mill;     O.  13.    'Aeinp,    Esq.,    Water- 
loo,   (information  re  St.   Armand, 
particularly     the      grant     of     four 
miles     square      at  the  east  end    of 
seigniory     proper)  ;   E.   F.   Currie, 
Esq.,   Registrar,     Bedford;  Merritt 
Filer,    Esq.,    Foucault  ,    Mr.     Jean 
Bouflard,   of  the  Crown   Iyands  De- 
partment, Quebec) 

J.  C.   McC. 
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Hon.  L.  T.  Drummond,  K.C.,  Ex-M.P. 


The  Hod.  Lewis  Thomas  Drummond, 
K.C.,  M.P.,  was  born  in  Londonberry, 
Ereland,  in  the  Year  1813.     He  came  to 


his  profession  in  Montreal  and  quickly 

rose  to  great  prominence  at  the  Bar,  by 
his   masterly   defence   of   some   of   those 


Hon.   Ltwis  T.  Drummond,  Ex-M.P. 


Canada  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  (1825) 
and  entered  Nieolet  College,  Nieolet 
County.  He  afterwards  studied  law 
and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Lower 
Canada  in  the  year  1836,  and  to  the  Bar 
of  Upper  Canada  in  1860.    He  practiced 


who  had  been  arrested  for  participation 
in  the  troubles  of  1887.  During  his 
whole  professional  career,  he  was  regard- 
ed as  one  of  the  leading  criminal  law- 
yers of  the  Province.  He  was  created  a 
Q.    C.    in    1848.      He    married    Melle. 
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Elmire,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Hon. 
P.  I).  De  Bartzeh.  who  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Executive  Council  from  the 
22nd  of  August,  1887.  to  the  10th  of 
February  1841. 

He  was  first  elected  to  the  old  par- 
liament of  Canada,  for  the  comity  of 
Portneuf,  on  the  12th  of  November, 
1844.  and  sat  for  that  comity  until  the 
6th  of  December.  1847.  He  next  repres- 
ented the  old  comity  of  Shefford,  when 
it  included  the  Townships  of  Farnham 
and  Brome,  from  the  24th  of  January, 
1S48.  until  the  23rd  of  June,  1854; 
Shefford,  under  its  new  boundaries,  from 
the  19th  of  July.  1854,  to  the  2nd  of 
August,  1858;  Lotbiniere  from  the  2nd 
of  October,  1858,  until  the  10th  cf  June, 
1861 ;  Rouville  from  the  11th  of  June. 
1861.  until  the  16th  of  May,  1863.  He 
again  presented  himself  for  election  for 
Rouville  on  the  18th  of  June,  1863,  but 
was  defeated  by  Joseph  Napoleon  Pou- 
lin. 

He  was  solicitor-general  in  the  Lafon- 
taine-Baldwin  Government  from  the  7th 
of  June,  1848,  to  the  27th  of  October, 
1851;  attorney-general  in  the  Hincks 
Morin  Government  from  the  26th  of 
October.  1851.  to  the  10th  of  September, 
1854;  attorney-general  in  the  MacNab- 
Morin  Government  from  the  11th  of 
September,  1854,  to  the  26th  of  January 
1855;  attorney-general  in  the  MacNal 
Tache  Government  from  the  27th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1855,  to  the  23rd  of  May,  1856; 
attorney-general    in   the   Brown-Dorion 


Government  from  the  2nd  of  August, 
1858,  to  the  5th  of  August,  1858 ;  min- 
ister of  public  wrorks  in  the  Mac  Donald 
(J.  S.)-Dorion  Government  from  the 
28th  of  May,  1863,  to  the  23rd  of 
July,  1863.  (Desjardin's  Parliamentary 
Guide.) 

He  was  appointed  a  k' puisne"  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  on  the 
5th  of  March,  1864,  and  retired  on  a 
pension  of  $3,333.24  per  annum,  on  the 
27th  of  October,  1873. 

Whether  he  was  in  or  out  of  office, 
Mr.  Drummond  played  a  most  conspic- 
uous part  in  the  politics  of  the  pro- 
vince, almost  from  the  time  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar.  Owing  to  his  bril- 
liant attainments  as  an  orator,  his  fine 
presence  and  his  great  success,  he  was 
in  great  demand  at  political  assemblies 
of  the  electors. 

He  performed  an  enduring  service 
to  the  Province  of  his  adoption,  by 
the  leading  part  which  he  took  in  the 
legislation  which  finally  brought  about 
the  abolition  of  seigniorial  tenure,  and 
by  the  preparation,  on  behalf  of  the 
Crown,  of  the  questions,  which  were 
to  be  submitted  to  the  special  tribunal 
of  judges,  which  was  to  decide,  and 
which  did  finally  decide,  the  financial 
differences  and  disputes  between  the 
Crown,  the  seigniors  and  the  '*censi- 
taires"  or  land  owners.  He  acted  as 
principal  counsel  for  the  Crown  before 
this  special  tribunal  at  all  its  sittings. 

J.  C.  McC. 
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Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Christopher  Dunkin, 
ex-M.P.P.,  Drummond  and  Arthabaska, 
8th  of  January,  1858,  to  10th  of  June,  [861; 
Brome  17th  of  March,  1862,  to  1st  of  July, 


the  case  of  his  clients. 

On  the  26th  of  August,  1867,  he  was  also 
elected  member  of  the  House  of  Commons 
for  Brome.      It  was  permissible,   under   the 


Hon.   Mr.  Justice  Christopher  Dunkin,  ex-M. P.  and  ex- ALL. A. 


1867,  and  from  26th  of  August,  1867,  to 
25th  of  October,  187 1,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed a  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
the  Province,  and  specially  assigned  to  the 
District  of  Bedford,  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence at  Knowlton,  where  he  died.  He 
was  counsel  for  thirty-five  seigniors,  includ- 
ing the  seigniors  of  Foucault  and  Noyan, 
before  the  special  abolition  court,  in  1855, 
and  distinguished  himself  by  the  masterly 
manner  in  which  he  pleaded  and  presented 


constitution  of  that  time,  for  the  same  per- 
son to  represent  a  csnstituency  both  in  the 
Provincial  Legislature  and  the  House  of 
Commons.  He  was  treasurer  of  the  Pro- 
vince, in  the  Chauveau  administration, 
from  the  15th  of  July,  1867,  to  the  25th  of 
October,  1*369,  and  minister  of  agriculture, 
in  Sir  John  A.  MacDonald's  administration, 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  from  the  16th 
of  November,  1869,  until  his  appointed 
as  a  Judge. 
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Ralph  Taylor,  Ex-M.P.P. 


Alexander  Taylor,  son  of  John  Tay- 
lor and  Jeannette  Haldane,  Avas  horn 
in  La  Croft.  Perthshire,  Scotland,  about 
the  year  YT5K.  He  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  about  1773  or  1774,  and 
settled  in  or  near  Saratoga,  New  York. 
He  married  Jane  Brisbane,  of  Saratoga 
County,  New  York,  widow,  by  her  first 
marriage,    of    one    McCarthy,    of    the 


buried  at  Frelighsburg ;  Marguerite, 
1790,  died  9th  of  November,  1862,  un- 
married ;  Ralph  Taylor  (the  subject  of 
this  sketch),  29th  of  March,  1793,  mar- 
ried Maria  Lester,  exact  date  unknown. 

The  children  born  of  this  Ralph  Taylor's 
marriage  were  : 

Reuben,  Miles,  Whitney,  born  22nd 
January   1817,   died   June   15th,   1869; 


Ralph   Taylor,  ex-M  P.P. 


British 
nor  1 1 1  f 
place    i  i 


■irmy.     Neither  the  year  when, 

place  where  the  marriage  took 

known — probably    at    Sara- 


toga,  possibly  at   St.  .John's,  P.Q. 
After  the   revolutionary   war,   bein 

'ill  •ili/l/.lii  W  I  f  »  1  r  »1    l  1C1  +  Vl  £1         T'Om(l\7(J 


denl  U.  E.  loyalist,  he  removed 
St.  John's,  thence  to  Philipsburg, 
ere   he   resided    (See,   3rd    report   p. 

intil     his    death,    January 

Mrs.  Taylor  predeceased 

on    the    10th    of    May, 


in 
t< 

w 

102,    103), 
29th,   1826. 
her    husband 
1797. 


Kivr 

riase  : 


children  were  bcrn  of  this  mar- 
Alexander 


jr.,  about  1785,  died 
September  17th,  1812;  James,  about 
1786,  died  March  22nd,  1854;  Jane, 
1788,   married   George  Cook,  died  and 


he  married  Fanny  Thomson,  of  New  Or- 
leans, one  of  whose  sons,  Win,  W.  Tay- 
lor, is  a  successful  manufacturer  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  furnished  the 
plates  of  his  grandfather,  the  loving 
cup  and  inscription,  which  appear  at 
the  head  of  this  article;  Ralph,  jr., 
born  8th  of  August,  1819,  married  El- 
sie Humphrey,  died  16th  of  December, 
1886;  S.  Lester,  born  12th  of  February, 
1823,  married  Louise  Ellicot,  died  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  the  6th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1893.  His  daughter,  Mrs. 
George  Dominick,  granddaughter  of 
Ralph  Taylor,  possesses  the  loving  cup 
in  question. 

Ralph   Taylor  was  prominent  in  the 
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business  and  social  life  of  Philipsburg 
and  vicinity.  He  was  appointed  a 
school  visitor  of  Missisquoi  16th  of 
June,  1831.  He  was  one  of  the  two 
first  members  elected  for  Missisquoi, 
after  it  had  been  carved  out  of  the 
old  county  of  Bedford,  at  the  election 
of  the  4th  of  December,  1829 ;  he  was 
re-elected  at  the  general  elections  held 
on  the  26th  of  October,  1830,  and  con- 
tinued to  represent  the  county,  until 
the   end  of  that  parliament    (the    14th 


Mr.  Taylor  was  an  active,  public 
spirited  citizen,  with  strong  convic- 
tions, and  the  courage  to  express  them, 
on  occasion. 

He  achieved  both  notoriety  and  popu- 
larity, by  championing  the  cause  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  Eastern  Townships,  at 
a  time  in  our  history  when,  unfortun- 
ately, race  sentiment  was  at  high  ten- 
sion, and  under  circumstances  which 
brought  him  into  the  limelight  of  pub- 
lic affairs. 


Ralph    Taylor  s  Residence,  Philipsbur 


parliament  under  the  constitutional  act 
of  1791),  9th  of  October,  1834.  His 
associate  member,  from  the  4th  of  De- 
cember 1829  to  the  2nd  of  September 
1830,  was  the  late  Richard  V.  V.  Frei- 
ligh,  and  from  the  26th  of  October  1830 
to  the  9th  of  October  1894,  it  was  the 
late  Colonel  Stevens  Baker,  whose  por- 
trait appears  in  this  report.  (Mr  Frei- 
ligh's  portrait  and  a  short  sketch  of 
his  life,  have  not  been  available,  to 
date,  for  publication.) 


The  British-American  Land  Com- 
pany was  incorporated  by  Imperial 
statute  4  and  5  William  IV.,  chapter 
xv.  (1833),  and  was  granted  850,000 
acres  of  land,  in  the  Eastern  Town- 
ships, for  emigration  and  settlement 
purposes.  The  grant  was  popular  with 
the  new  settlers  of  British  origin,  but 
very  unpopular,  and  was  most  stren- 
eously  opposed  by,  the  old  inhabitants 
of  French  origin,  as  a  whole. 

The  matter  received  the  attention  of 
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the  Legislature :  a  special  committee 
was  formed  to  study  and  report  to  the 
House. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the 
journals  of  the  House,  of  the  8th  of 
March,  1833,  which  was  a  Friday: — 

"Mr.  Morin  (member  for  Belle- 
"ehasse),  from  the  special  committee 
•'to  whom  was  referred  the  question 
"of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county 
"of  Two  Mountains  and  "other  refer- 
ences,'" with  power  to  report  from 
•'time  to  time,  presented  to  the  House# 
"'the  second  report  of  the  said  Com- 
"mittee.  which  was  again  read  at  the 
"Clerk's  table,  as  follows: — 

"Your  Committee,  in  conformity  to 
"the  order  of  reference  of  the  7th  in- 
"stant,  have  prepared  the  draft  of  an 
"humble  address  to  His  Majesty, 
"founded  on  the  resolutions  »f  Your 
"Honorable  House,  relating  to  the 
"waste  lands,  in  this  Province,  which 
"they  have  now  the  honor  to  report  to 
"the  House. 

"To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Ma- 
jesty. 

"May  it  please  Your  Majesty. 

"We,  Your  Majesty's  dutiful  and 
"loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  Lower 
"Canada,  the  Provincial  Parliament 
"assembled,  being  fully  persuaded  of 
'Your  Majesty's  solicitude,  to  prevent 
"any  attempt  to  deprive  your  faithful 
"Canadian  subjects,  of  the  advantages 
"which  are  happily  ensured  to  them, 
"most  humbly  approach  Your  Royal 
"Person,  respectfully  to  expose: — 

"That  the  inhabitants  of  this  pro- 
vince have  seen  with  alarm,  the  pro- 
posed formation  of  a  company  of  in- 
dividuals of  the  United  Kingdom, 
"whose  object  would  be  to  speculate 
''in  the  purchase  of  waste  lands  in  this 
"Province,  so  as  to  deprive  Your  Ma- 
jesty's Canadian  subjects  of  a  free 
"access  thereto,  by  encouraging  stock- 
" jobbing  and  monopoly,  and  increas- 
ing the  difficulties  hitherto  presented 
"to   their   settlement    thereon; 

"'I'h at  all  sales  or  grants  of  waste 
"lands  in  this  Province,  made  by  Your 
"Majesty's  Government  to  any  such 
"company,  and  all  privileges  to  them 
"granted, would 


"be  calculated  to  aggravate  those  dif- 
"  Acuities,  and  to  deprive  the  inhabit- 
ants of  this  Province  of  the  lawful 
kfchope,  founded  upon  the  ancient  laws 
"of  the  country,  of  obtaining,  on  easy 
"and  definite  conditions,  lots  of  waste 
"lands,  for  cultivation  and  settle- 
"ment. 

"That  the  operations  of  the  said 
"company  would  be  of  a  nature  to 
"create  in  this  Province,  a  system  of 
"absenteeism,  which  would  occasion  a 
"continual  draining  of  its  capital, 
' '  without  an  equivalent  in  return  ; 

"WHEREFORE,  we  beg  most  hum- 
"bly  to  entreat  Your  Majesty  that 
"none  of  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown 
"in  this  Province,  or  any  charter  or 
"privilege,  whatever,  be  granted  to 
"said  company;  and  also  that  Your 
"Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  protect  in 
"the  premises  the  rights  and  interests 
"of  your  Canadian  subjects,  in  such 
"manner  as  Your  Majesty  shall  deem 
1 '  most  expedient ; 

"And  as  well  by  inclination  as  in 
"duty  bound,  we  shall  ever  pray  for 
"Your  Majesty's  royal  person.'7 

"Ordered,  that  the  question  of  con- 
"currence  be  now  separately  put,  upon 
"each  paragraph  of  said  address." 

When  these  resolutions  were  up  for 
consideration,  Mr.  Speaker  L.  J.  Papi- 
neau,  according  to  the  custom  which 
then  prevailed,  left  the  chair,  and  made 
an  impassioned  address,  from  the  floor 
of  the  House,  in  support  of  the  resolu- 
tions and. against  the  granting  of  waste 
lands  to  this  proposed  company,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  made  some  rather 
pointed  reflections  upon  those  pioneers, 
who  had  already  settled  in  the  Eastern 
Townships. 

Although  Mr.  Taylor  was  in  his  seat 
at  the  time  the  speech  was  made,  he 
did  not  understand  french  well  enough 
to  fully  comprehend  the  reflections 
which  were  being  made  upon  his  fel- 
low citizens  of  the  Townships.  Pull 
explanations  having  been  given  to  him, 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  House, 
he  wrote  a  letter,  which  was  published 
in  the  next  issue  of  the  Quebec  "Mer- 
cury" (9th  of  March,  1833,  a  Satur- 
day), which  was  as  follows: — 
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"Sir, — T  was  present  in  my  place 
'last  night  when  Mr.  Papineau  de- 
'livered  his  speech  upon  the  resolu- 
tions, in  relation  to  the  formation  of 
'the  Lower  Canadian  Land  Company. 
'Although  I  have  frequently  had  oc- 
casion to  regret  my  inability  to  un- 
derstand the  french  language,  I  was 
'never  more  so  than  on  that  occasion — 
'for  I  have  since  been  informed  that 
'among  many  other  calumnious  state- 
ments he  took  occasion  to  say:     "The 


"they  individually  and  collectively 
"despise"  him  and  his  principles  and 
"his  politics,  as  heartily  and  sincerely 
"as  he  can  possibly  those  of  the  in- 
"  habitants  of  the  townships. 

"Wishing  you  a  happy  New  Year, 
"etc." 

This  letter  only  fanned  the  flame. 

On  the  11th  of  March,  following  : — 

"Mr.  Bourdage  (member  for  Nico- 
"let),  rose  in  his  place  and  complained 
"to  the  House,  of  a  letter  contained  in 


James   Taylor's  Residence,  Philipsburi, 


'inhabitants  of  the  townships  have  for- 
'saken  the  country  of  their  birth,  and 
'were  now  ready  to  sell  that  of  their 
'adoption."  I  throw  back  the  base 
'imputation.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
'townships  require  no  champion  to 
'proclaim  their  loyalty  and  patriotism 
' — they  are  known  and  appreciated. 
'And  I  here  beg  leave  to  assure  Mr. 
'Speaker  Papineau  that  "personally" 
'there  is  a  perfect  reciprocity  of  senti- 
'ment    between    him    and    them — that 


'a  printed  newspaper,  intituled  "The 
'Quebec  Mercury,"  Saturday,  March 
'9th,  1833,  which  letter  is  intituled: 
'To  the  Editor  of  the  Quebec  Mer- 
'cury"  and  signed  "Ralph  Taylor, 
'M.P.P.  for  the  county  of  Missisquoi," 
'dated  the  8th  of  March,  1833,  as  be- 
'ing  a  malicious  libel  against  the 
'Speaker  of  this  House,  an  infringe- 
'ment  of  the  liberty  of  debates  there- 
'in,  and  a  breach  of  its  just  rights  and 
'privileges. 
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"Mr.    Bourdage    moved    to    resolve, 

'seconded  by  Mr.  ,  after- 

•  wards  Sir  Louis  N.  Lafontaine  (mem- 
'ber  for  Terrebonne),  that  such  letter 
'is  a  malicious  libel  against  the 
•Speaker  of  this  House,  an  infringe- 
•ment  of  the  liberty  of  debates  therein, 
'and  a  In-each  of  its  just  rights  and 
•privileges. 

"Mr.     Stuart     (member    for    Upper 
"Town.  Quebec),  moved,  seconded  by 
'Mr.  Power  (member  for  Gaspe),  that 
'The  consideration  of  the  said  motion 
'he  postponed  until  Wednesday,  next. 
•'The  House  divided  on  the  question, 
"and  the  names  being  called  for  they 
•"were  taken  down: — 
"Yeas:  17.     Nays:  45. 
"So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
•The  question  being  then  put  on  the 
•"main  motion,  the  House  divided,  etc., 
"and  the  motion  carried/' 

".Mr.  Bourdage  then  moved,  second- 
• "  ed  by  Mr.  Proulx,  that  Thomas  Gary 
"and  AVilliam  Kemble,  Esquires  (pro- 
prietors of  the  "Mercury,")  do  ap- 
' '  pear  at  the  Bar  of  this  House  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  13th  instant,  at  5  o'clock 
"p.m.,  to  be  examined  on  a  subject 
" "  having  reference  to  the  privileges  of 
""this  House. 

"The  House  divided  on  the  question. 
"Yeas:  48.     Nays:  10. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  1833, 

•'The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  ap- 
"pearance  of  Thomas  Gary  and  Wil- 
"liam  Kemble,  Esquires,  at  the  Bar  of 
"this  House,  to  be  examined  on  a  sub- 
ject having  reference  to  the  privileges 
"of  this  House,  being  read; 

"Mr.  Taylor,  member  for  the  County 
"of  Missisquoi,  rose  in  his  place  and 
"declared  to  the  House  that  he  was 
"the  author  of  the  letter  published  in 
"the  "Quebec  Mercury"  of  the  9th  in- 
"stant,  addressed  to  the  Editor  of  that 
"paper,  and  signed  Ralph  Taylor, 
"M.P,P.  for  the  County  of  Missisquoi, 
"dated  the  8th  of  March,  1833,  and 
"thai  tin-  said  letter  was  published  in 
'"the  "Quebec  Mercury"  at  his  re- 
"  quest. 

"ORDERED,  that  the  order  of  this 
"House  of  Monday  last,  viz.: — "that 
"Thomas  Gary  and  William  Kemble, 
"Esquires,    do    appear   at    the    Bar   of 


'the  House,  on  Wednesday,  the  13th 
'instant,  at  5  o'clock  p.m.,  to  he  exam- 
ined on  a  subject  having  reference  to 
•the  privileges  of  this  House,  be  dis- 
charged. 

"Mr.  Bourdage  moved  to  resolve, 
'seconded  by  Mr.  Lafontaine,  that 
'Ralph  Taylor,  Esquire,  member  of 
'this  House,  who  has  acknowledged 
'himself  to  be  the  author  of  the  letter 
'in  question,  and  to  have  authorized 
'the  publication  thereof,  has  been  guil- 
'ty  of  a  malicious  libel  against  the 
'Speaker  of  this  House,  of  an  infringe- 
'ment  of  the  liberty  of  debates,  there- 
'in,  and  of  a  breach  of  its  just  rights 
'and  privileges. 

"The  House  divided  on  the  question, 
'and  the  names  being  called  for,  they 
'were  taken  down  as  follows: — 

"YEAS:  Amiot,  Elzear  Bedard,  Ber- 
'trand,  Blanchard,  Boissonneault, 
'Bouffard,  Bourdage,  Bureau,  Gazeau, 
'De  Bleury,  Deschamps,  De  Tonnan- 
'cour,  De  Witt,  Jacques  Dorion,  Pierre 
'Antoine  Dorion,  Drolet,  Desfosses, 
'Fortin,  Girouard,  Guillet,  Huot,  Kim- 
'ber,  Lafontaine,  Larue,  Leslie,  Letour- 
'neau,  Lemay,  Methot,  Morin,  Mous- 
'seau,  Poulin,  Proulx,  Quesnel,  Ki- 
'rouac,  Rocbrune,  Rivard,  Rochon, 
'Rodier,  Rainville,  Simon,  Thibaudeau, 
'Trudel,  Toomy,  Valois,  Van  Felson, 
'Viger,  Wurtele.     47. 

"NAYS:— Anderson,  Caldwell,  Da- 
'vis,  Duval,  Goodhue,  Gugy,  Hamilton, 
'Neilson,  Noel,  Power,  Stuart,  An- 
'toine  Charles  Taschereau,  Pierre  El- 
'zear  Taschereau,  Wright,  Young.     15. 

"So  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative, 
'and  resolved  accordingly. 

"Mr.  Bourdage  moved,  seconded  by 
'Mr.  Lafontaine,  that  the  said  Ralph 
'Taylor,  Esquire,  be,  for  the  said  of- 
'  fence,  sent  to  the  common  jail  of  the 
'district  of  Quebec,  for  the  space  of 
'twenty-four  hours,  and  that  Mr. 
'Speaker  do  issue  his  warrant,  accord- 
ingly. 

"The  House  divided  on  the  question, 
'and  the  names  being  called  for,  they 
'were  taken  down  as  follows: — 

"YEAS:  45.     NAYS:  15. 

"On  the  14th  of  March,  1833  (Thurs- 
'day),  the  Deputy  Serge ant-at-Arms, 
'at  the  Bar,  acquainted  the  House  that, 
'in  obedience  to  its  commands,  he  had 
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"  lodged  the  body  of  Ralph  Taylor,  Es- 
" quire,  a  member  of  the  House,  in  the 
"'common  goal  of  the  district  of  Que- 
"bec." 

On  the  16th  of  March  (Saturday), 
at  the  opening. of  the  House,  Mr.  Tay- 
lor moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  Francois 
Quirouet,  one  of  the  two  members  for 
the  Island  of  Orleans,  for  leave  to  ab- 
sent himself  from  the  House,  for  the 
remainder  of  the  present  session,  on 
urgent  business. 


editorial,  in  part : — 

"In  the  Assembly  last  evening,  the 
'letter  of  Ralph  Taylor,  Esquire,  was 
'again,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bour- 
'dage,  brought  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House.  The  order  having 
'been  read,  Mr.  Taylor  rose  in  his 
'place,  and  in  a  most  handsome  and 
'manly  manner,  avowed  himself  the 
'author  of  that  letter,  and  on  the  mo- 
'tion  of  Mr.  Bourdage,  the  avowal  was 
'reduced  to  writing  and  entered  in  the 


Anglican    Church,  Philipsburg. 


The  House  divided  on  the  question, 
38  members  voting  for,  9  voting 
against. 

The  motion  was,  therefore,  carried 
in  the  affirmative,  and  Mr.  Taylor  was 
excused  from  further  attendance  at 
that  session,  which  lasted  until  the  3rd 
of  April.  (Extracts  and  notes  taken 
from  the  journals  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  Lower  Canada.) 

The  "Quebec  Mercury,"  of  the  14th 
of  March  1833,  contains  the  following 


"journals  of  the  House. 

"Mr.  Bourdage  then  moved  that  the 
"second  order  of  the  day,  for  the  at- 
"  tendance  of  Mr.  Thomas  Gary  and 
"Mr.  Kemble  at  the  Bar  of  the  House, 
"to  be  examined  respecting  the  said 
"letter,  be  discharged,  which  being  car- 
"ried,  those  gentlemen  were  discharged 
"from  further  attendance. 

"A  very  animated  debate  now  took 
"place,  and  Mr.  Taylor  spoke  with 
"great  energy.     He  again  cast  back  on 
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"the  Honorable  Speaker,  the  imputa- 
tion he  had  thrown  on  the  inhabitants 
"of  the  Townships,  and  desired  that 
"Honorable  Gentleman,  when  he  ac- 
'cused  others  of  a  desire  to  sell  their 
'country,  to  look  into  his  own  breast. 
'Mr.  Taylor  was  loudly  and  generally 
'applauded  by  the  persons  in  the  gal- 
*lery.  and  by  those  who  were  below 
'the  Bar.  and  Mr.  Stuart,  who  spoke 
'on  the  same  side,  was  also  applauded; 
'of  course,  this  unusual  compliment  to 
'those  gentlemen  was  checked  by  the 
'cry  of  "order."  .  .  .  The  decision  of 
'the  House  awarded  twenty-four 
'hours'  imprisonment  to  the  honorable 
'and  independent  member  for  Missis- 
'quoi.  The  Speaker's  warrant  has 
'  been  executed  this  day. 

''It  is  to  be  hoped  all  true  friends  to 
'free  political  discussion,  and  to  the 
'liberty  of  the  press,  will  evince  their 
'approbation  of  the  upright,  manly 
'  and  independent  conduct  of  Mr.  Tay- 
'lor,  in  vindicating,  without  the  walls 
'of  the  Assembly,  the  character  of  the 
'  Township  population,  from  the  sweep- 
ing charge  which  has  been  made 
'against  their  loyalty,  on  the  floor  of 
'that  House. 

"A  public  dinner  to  that  gentleman 
'has  been  spoken  of,  and  we  hope  that 
'that,  or  some  other  public  demonstra- 
tion of  the  impression  made  by  his 
'conduct  on  this  occasion,  will  imme- 
'diately  follow  the  expiration  of  his 
'imprisonment." 


From  the  "Quebec  Mercury,"  of 
March  16th,  1833:— 

"The  Speaker's  warrant  for  the  com- 
"mitment  of  this  gentleman  (Mr.  Ralph 
"Taylor),  was  put  in  force  on  Thurs- 
"day,  <\  little  after  four  o'clock,  in  the 
"afternoon,  when  lie  was  conveyed 
"from  Mr.  Payne's,  the  Albion  Hotel, 
"on  Palace  Street,  to  the  common  jail 
"of  the  district,  to  undergo  the  sen- 
tence of  twenty-four  hours'  incar- 
ceration.... Severn]  of  his  friends,  and 
"some  of  the  members,  with  other  per- 
"sons  of  respectability,  attended  him 
"to  the  door  of  the  prison. 

"Yesterday,  a1  about  a  quarter  past 
"four,   liis  liberation    from   prison  took 


"place,  and  as  the  hour  was  now  cer- 
"tainly  known,  notwithstanding  a  very 
"severe  snow  drift  raged  at  the  time, 
"a  large  assemblage  of  the  most  re- 
spectable citizens  assembled  at  the 
"prison  and  awaited,  under  the  pelting 
"of  the  storm,  the  moment  which  was 
4 'to  restore  the  firm  and  uncompromis- 
ing member,  to  his  liberty.... 

"At  a  quarter  past  four,  the  prison 
"door  opened  and  Mr.  Taylor,  with  a 
"long  retinue  of  friends,  who  had  been 
"with  him,  came  forth,  when  the  escort 
"formed  in  procession  and  proceeded, 
"increasing  in  number  in  the  progress, 
"till  they  reached  the  Albion  Hotel,  by 
"which  time  upwards  of  three  hundred 
"persons  had  assembled,  and  on  Mr. 
"Taylor  entering  the  House,  three  Brit- 
"ish  cheers  were  given  "for  the  inde- 
pendent member  of  MissisquoL..." 

"To  the  inhabitants  of  the  County 
"of  Missisquoi,  we  can  only  say  that 
"they  have  in  Mr.  Taylor  a  representa- 
tive of  whose  manly  and  independent 
"conduct  they  must  be  justly  proud, 
"and  long  may  they  continue  to  send 
"to  the  Provincial  Assembly,  so  highly 
"respectable  and  unflinching  a  cham- 
"pion,  to  support  their  rights  and  vin- 
dicate their  character. 

"Quebec  Mercury"  of  the  23rd  of 
March,  1833,  contains  the  following: — 

"A  subscription  has  been  set  on  foot 
"by  some  of  the  leading  merchants  of 
"this  city  to  purchase  a  piece  of  plate 
"to  be  presented  to  Ralph  Taylor,  Es- 
"  quire,  as  a  tribute  of  respect  for  his 
"firm  and  independent  conduct,  and  to 
"mark  the  detestation  in  which  his 
"wanton  and  tyrannical  imprisonment 
"is  held  by  all  temperate  and  reason- 
able men. 

(The  "Quebec  Mercury"  of  the  26th 
of  March,  1833,  contains  a  report  of 
the  speeches  made  in  the  House,  on  the 
9th  and  11th  of  March,  when  the  Tay- 
lor matter  came  up.) 

Mr.  Taylor's  remarks,  on  the  11th 
of  March,  are  in  part  thus  reported : — 

"Mr.  Taylor  said  that  the  words  ut- 
"tered  contained  so  base  a  calumny 
"upon  the  people  of  the  Townships 
"that,  as  long  as  he  had  the  honor  of 
"sitting  in  this  House,  he  would  not 
"permit  any  member  of  the  House  to 
"indulge  in  an  invective  which  called 
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his  countrymen,  his  friends,  his  rela- 
tions, traitors  and  worse  than  traitors 
— mercenary  traitors.  There  was  no- 
thing that  was  contained  in  that  let- 
ter that  was  libellous  or  calumnious, 
for  it  was  all  true ;  nor  was  it  a  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  the  House,  as 
every  man,  whether  a  member  of  the 
House  or  not,  had  the  right  to  ex- 
press his  sentiments  in  public,  of 
what  passed  in  this  House. 


"the  constituted  authorities  of  the 
"Country,  and  more  recently  on  the 
"inhabitants  of  the  Townships,  were 
"taken  into  consideration,  and  after  a 
"neat  address,  at  which  the  Chairman, 
"Jonas  Abbott,  junior,  Esquire,  ex- 
plained the  object  of  the  meeting,  and 
"expressed  his  conviction  that  every 
"one  present  would  respond  to  the  sen- 
"timents  expressed  by  Mr.  Taylor,  in 
"his  letter  published  in  the   "Quebec 


Block  House ,  Philipsburg, 


From  the  "Quebec  Mercury"  of  the 
same  date,  the  26th  of  March,  1833. 

"COUNTY    OF   MISSISQUOI." 

"Yesterday,  we  received  the  report 
"of  the  proceedings  of  a  numerous 
"meeting  of  the  free  holders  of  that 
"County,  held  at  the  village  of  Frei- 
"lighsburg  on  Thursday,  the  21st  in- 
"stant,  at  which  the  expressions  attri- 
buted to  Mr.  Papineau,  reflecting  on 


''Mercury,11  of  the  9th  instant,  he  invited 
"those  gentlemen  who  had  resolutions 
"to  propose  to  come  forward  and  offer 
"them.  Ten  resolutions  were  then  put 
"in  succession  and  unanimously  adopt- 
"ed,  expressing  the  just  resentment 
"felt,  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  Coun- 
"ty,  at  the  reflections,  so  unhandsome- 
"ly  cast  upon  them  by  Mr.  Papineau; 
"their  dissent  from  the  political  opin- 
ions, their  abhorrence  of  that  gentle- 
" man's    continued    invectives    against 
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"the  Executive  Government,  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  the  Judges,  as 
"tending  to  bring  constituted  au- 
thorities into  contempt  and  to  pro- 
"duce  discontent  and  worse  conse- 
"quences  amongst  peaceable  and  well 
"affected  people.  The  tyrannical  im- 
"prisonment  of  Mr.  Taylor  is  condemn- 
ed in  no  measured  terms — and  several 
"resolutions  expressed  the  high  opin- 
ion entertained  by  the  meeting,  of  the 
"independent  and  manly  conduct  of 
"that  gentleman,  upon  the  occasion  re- 
ferred to.  The  respect  shown  by  a 
"great  number  of  respectable  gentle- 
"men  of  this  city  to  Mr.  Taylor  in  his 
"imprisonment  is  gratefully  acknow- 
ledged, and  a  hope  expressed  that  his 
"constituents  would  again  place  him  in 
"a  situation  which  he  fills  with  such 
"credit  and  honor  to  himself,  and  so 
"satisfactorily  to  those  who  have 
''chosen  him  their  representative.  The 
"following  gentlemen,  all  of  the  first 


"bridge;  E.  F.  Hurlbut,  P.  Spencer, 
"William  Allan,  of  Sutton;  H.  N.  May, 
"H,  Nye,  Joshua  Chamberlain,  M.  F. 
"Bingham,  J.  Kemp,  A.  Kemp,  O.  J. 
"Kemp,  D.  Campbell  and  S.  Whitman, 
"of  St.  Armand  ;  George  Ross  and  John 
''Sawyer,  of  Dunham.  We  learn  from 
"those  who  are  well  acquainted  with 
"the  county  of  Missisquoi,  that  these 
' '  gentlemen  we  have  named  are  all  men 
"of  substance  and  consideration." 

The  sympathy  of  Mr.  Taylor's 
friends  of  Montreal  and  Quebec  took 
tangible  form.  The  silver  loving  cup, 
of  which  a  portrait  is  given  here,  with 
the  following  inscription  engraved 
thereon : — 


To 
RALPH  TAYLOR,   M.P.P. 
In  approbation  of  his  manly  conduct 


Loving  C  up  and  Inscription. 


"respectability,  were  present  and  took 
"part  in  the  proceedings : — Jonas  Ab- 
"bott,  junior,  Esquire;  Chairman,  A. 
"Kemp  and  \).  Westover,  Esquires, 
"joint  secretaries;  (x.  Freligh,  J.  Wal- 
"bridge,  E.  Knight,  W.  Da  vies,  of  Stan- 


in  repelling  an  imputation  upon  the 
honor  and  loyalty  of  his  constituents, 
in  the  Assembly  of  Lower  Canada,  on 
the  13th  of  March,  1833, 

From  a  number  of  citizens  of  Que- 
bec and  Montreal, 
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was  presented  to  him ;  it  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  Mrs.  George  Dominick, 
daughter  of  Lester  Taylor,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Ralph  Taylor. 

Very  diligent  search  has  been  made 
for  particulars  *of  the  presentation  of 
this  cup,  but  without  success. 

Ralph  Taylor  died  in  Philipsburg,  on 
the  9th  of  February,  1847,  and  was 
buried  in  the  cemetery  of  that  village. 

The  tomb  stone  which  marks  his 
resting  place  bears  the  following  in- 
scription : — 


"In  memory  of  Ralph  Taylor,  born 
"the  29th  of  March,  179:],  died  9th  of 
"February,  1847.  Deceased  represent- 
ed his  native  county,  Missisquoi,  for 
"two  successive  parliaments,  in  the 
"Legislative  Assembly  of  Lower  Can- 
"ada.  Loyalty  in  him  was  an  instinct 
"that  neither  the  persecutions  of  the 
"rebellion,  nor  the  forgetfulness  of 
"those  he  had  faithfully  served,  could 
"either  obliterate  or  weaken." 

J.  C.  McC. 


'•JHA-smr Co/sr aver 

'  fAe  //&?PP?~(^LcvaJtr       '■>  y$^ 


me //&?PP?~(^£cyaJff" 
/-  oCtyb  Constituents vn  tl)e  l 

LOWER  CANADA' 

I  ^he  15?  WawrfcJ835.. 


1  .'iCmwL ...  _ 
Enlarged  Inscription 


NOTE. 

The  Society  is  greatly  indebted  to 
Ralph  Taylor's  grandson,  William  W. 
Taylor,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  for  the 
plates  from  which  the  portrait,  loving 
cup  and  inscription  have  been  made, — 
to  Samuel  Gale  Taylor,  Jr.,  of  Chicago, 
grand  son  of  James  Taylor,  brother  of 
Ralph,  in  his  lifetime  a  large  property 
owner  in  Philipsburg  and  vicinity,  in- 


cluding the  property  now  owned  by  Mr. 
W.  F.  Kay,  M.P.,  and  active  in  the  mu- 
nicipal and  business  affairs  of  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  county,  for  particulars  of 
the  Taylor  family  and  plates  of  the 
church  and  block  house,  and  street  scene, 
given  with  this  sketch  or  in  this  number ; 
and  to  Mr.  Myrand,  Librarian  of  the 
Legislative  Library,  Quebec,  for  assist- 
ance in  procuring  access  to  the  journals 
of  the  house,  etc. 
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Lt.-Col.  Stevens  Baker,  Ex-M.P.P, 


Col.  Stevens  Baker  was  the  second  son 
of  Joseph  Baker  and  Molly  Stevens,  his 
wife.  He  was  born  in  Petersham,  Mass.. 
on  the  16th  of  August.  1791.  In  Decem- 
ber 1799.  Joseph  Baker  with  his  wife 
and  seven  small  children,  reached  their 
new  home,  a  farm  in  Dunham,  after 
journeying  from  Petersham  under  great 
difficulties.  From  Petersham,  Mass.,  To 
Georgia,  Yt..  they  travelled  in  a  canvas- 


There  were  ten  children  in  the  family  : 
five  sons  and  five  daughters. 

William,  the  eldest  son,  engaged  in 
business  in  the  village  of  Dunham. 

Edward  was  for  many  years  post 
master  of  Dunham. 

Joseph  occupied  a  farm  next  the  home 
place. 

John  kept  a  hotel  in  Montreal  for  a 
time,  but  came  to  an  untimely  end  being 


Lt.-Col.  Stevens  Baker,  ex-M.P.P. 


covered  wagon  drawn  by  four  oxen; 
during  the  journey,  owing  to  the  impos- 
sibility of  reaching  a  suitable  stopping 
place,  they  were  obliged,  one  night,  to 
camp  in  their  wagon.  The  country  was 
so  new  that  there  was  no  wagon  road 
from  Georgia  to  their  point  of  destina- 
tion; they  procured  a  sled  and  were  three 
days  in  traversing  the  distance  of  forty 
miles  from  Georgia  to  Dunham.  The 
new  home  of  the  Baker  family  was  on 
the  road  between  Dunham  and  Frelighs- 
burg,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from 
the  former  place. 


thrown  from  his  wagon  on  the  "Art, 
Clement  Hill",  in  Dunham,  and  instant- 
ly killed.  The  sisters  were  all  married 
and  settled  near  home. 

Stevens,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
lived  at  home,  with  his  father  and 
mother,  and  married  Tavina  Barnes,  his 
cousin. 

For  many  years  the  farm  was  one  of 
the  finest  in  the  country.  Mr.  Baker 
was  the  first  importer  and  breeder  of 
Durham  cattle,  and  during  the  first  half 
of  the  last  century,  and  perhaps  a  little 
later,  his  herd  was,  compared  to  others 
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in  the  district,  what  the  Hon.  M.  II. 
Cochrane 's  was  in  Comjpton,  to  those  in 
the  Eastern  counties,  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  century. 

Colonel  Baker  succeeded  Mr.  Richard 
V.  V.  Freligh,  hi  the  representation  of 
Missisquoi,  when  it  sent  two  members  to 
the  Legislature.  He  was  elected  at  the 
general  election  held  on  the  26th  of  Oct- 
ober, 1830,  and  sat  to  the  end  of  the  par- 
liament, 9th  of  October,  1834.  His  asso- 
ciate member  was  Mr.  Ralph  Taylor. 

In  politics  he  was  a  staunch  tory. 
When  asked  by  Col.  de  Witt,  member  for 
Beauharnois,  in  Quebec,  why  he  was  a 
tory,  he  answered  with  characteristic 
directness:  "I  sucked  a  tory  mother'1. 
His  mother  was  a  United  Empire  Loyal- 
ist, and  it  was  through  her  influence  and 
insistence,  that  her  husband  came  to  live 
in  Canada. 

Stevens  Baker  was 
integrity  and  honour, 
friend;  his  home  was  the  home  of  many 
an  otherwise  homeless  child.    In  religion, 


a  man  of  highest 
a  warm  and  loyal 


an  ardent  member  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  he,  with  other  faithful  co- 
workers left  the  present  church  "built 
on  a  hill,"  a  monument  of  love  and 
labour,  an  offering  to  the  GJory  of  God, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  those  to  come 
after. 

As"  Lieutenant-Colonel,  he  served  in 
the  militia  of  Lower  Canada,  for  sixteen 
years,  and  answered  to  his  country's 
call,  in  1837,  at  the  time  of  the  rebellion. 

He  retired  from  active  life  in  1866. 
but  his  temporal  rest  was  of  short  dura- 
tion. After  a  short  illness,  of  pneu- 
monia, he  passed  away  on  the  29th  of 
February,  1868,  leaving  to  mourn  his 
loss,  a  widow  and  two  sons,  William 
Stevens,  and  Charles  Stewart  Baker,  and 
their  families.  At  the  present  time  there 
are  living,  nine  children,  twenty-seven 
great-grand-children,  and  nine  great- 
great-grand-children. 

E.  L.  BAKER, 

Grand-daughter. 
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Ephraim  Knight,  Ex-M.P,P. 


Mr.  Ephraim  Knight.  M.  P.  for  Mis-      homestead,  now  occupied  by  his  grand- 
sisquoi,  was  born  in  Shrewsbury,       Ver-      son,  Stilman  P.  Knight,  on  the  3rd  of 

February,  1868,  aged  81  years. 

He    represented    Missisquoi,    when   it 


mont,    in   the   year    1787,    and   came   to 
Canada    while   still    a    young   man.   and 


E pin- aim  Knight^  ex-M.P.P. 


engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  Bed- 
ford, where  he  had  a  store  and  hotel. 
and  in  Pyke  River,  where  he  also  had 
a  hotel.  He  married  Philanda  Beeman. 
'J1  wo  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Knight:  Catherine,  who  married  Mr. 
David  Brown,  of  Dunham,  and  Edmund 
(\.  of  Stanbridge.     He  died  on  the  old 


sent  two  members  to  Parliament,  from 
the  -IJjjd  of  November,  1834,  to  the  :27th 
oi  X.prch,  1838,  when  the  constitution 
was  suspended  and  the  Parliament 
lapsed,  owing  to  the  rebellion.  Mr. 
William  Baker  of  Dunham,  was  his  asso- 
ciate-member. 

J.  C.  McC. 
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William  Baker,  Esq.,  Ex-M.P.P. 


Joseph  Baker  and  Molly  Stevens,  his 
wife,  the  parents  of  William  Baker,  (the 
subject  of  this  sketch),  came  from  Peter- 
sham, in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  in 
1793,  and  settled  in  that  part  of  Dunham 
now  known  as  "The  Village  of  Dun- 
ham", at  one  time  called  "Dunham 
Flat"  or  "The  Flat".  They  were  in- 
duced to  come  to  Canada  because  of  the 


Thankful  (Mrs.  John  Guy),  Eliza  (Mrs. 
Orin  Dunning). 

No  time  was  lost  after  they  arrived  in 
Dunham  in  establishing  a  home  and  in 
participating  in  the  business  and  social 
life  of  the  community.  Mr.  Baker  was, 
evidently,  a  man  of  parts,  for  he  soon 
became  a  prominent  citizen  of  the  town- 
ship.    He  attained  the  rank  of  captain 


Wm.  Baker,  ex-M.P.P. 


glowing  accounts  they  heard  of  the  coun- 
try, of  the  quality  of  the  land,  and  of 
the  facilities  with  which  grants  could 
be  obtained  from  the  Government. 

Moreover,  Mrs.  Baker,  who  wras  an  in- 
telligent, strong  minded  lady,  of  great 
energy  and  industry,  had  a  decided  par- 
tiality for  British  institutions  •  she  heart- 
ily encouraged  a  treck  to  the  north. 

Their  other  children  were :  Stevens, 
John  and  Edward;  Lucretia  (Mrs. 
Stevens  Maynard),  Patience  (Mrs.  Orin 
Kemp),  Polly  (Mrs.  Samuel  Maynard), 


of  militia,  he  was  appointed  a  commis- 
sioner of  the  Superior  Court  and  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  and  rendered  valuable 
services  before  his  death,  to  his  adopted 
country.  He  died  in  November  1836, 
followed  by  Mrs.  Baker  five  years  after. 
William  was  their  eldest  son.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Harriet  Clapp.  He  was  active- 
ly engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in 
Dunham  and  surrounding  country,  for 
30  years.  By  his  industry  and  keen 
business  ability,  he  accumulated  a  con- 
siderable fortune. 
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He  was  one  of  the  members  elected 
for  the  county  of  Missisquoi  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Province,  on  the  22nd  of 
November.  1834.  succeeding  his  brother, 
Colonel  Stevens  Baker,  and  sat  until  the 
end  of  the  Parliament.  27th  of  March, 
1838,  when  the  constitution  was  suspend- 
ed. His  associate  member  during  that 
Parliament  (for  Missisquoi  then  elected 
two  members^  was  Mr.  Ephraim  Knight, 
of  Stanbridge. 

He  was  a  man  of  clear  vision,  strong 
convictions,  with  the  courage  to  sustain 
them  under  any  and  all  circumstances. 
and  yet  he  was  tolerant  of  the  opinions 
of  those  who  differed  from  him. 

He  took  an  active  part  in  the  debates 
of  the  House  during  the  stormy  period 
preceding  the  rebellion,  and,  on  one 
occasion,  is  said  to  have  aroused  great 
enthusiasm  among  the  members  of  his 
party,  and  excitement  among  their  oppo- 
nents, by  his  burning  denunciation  of 
the  latter,  because  of  the  course  which 
they  were  advocating.  Jle  seemed  to  see 
with  prophetic  vision  the  result  of  the 
appeal  to  arms  made  |)y  the  dominant 
party. 

He  died  in  May,  1866,  aged  77,  singul- 
arly free  from  the  infirmities  of  age, 
both  in  mind  and  body,  almost  to  the  clay 
of  his  death. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  an 
obituary  notice  of  him,  [published  in  the 
Montreal  Gazette : 

"  William  studied  meflecine,  but  never 
practiced.  After  teaching  in  a  govern- 
■'rnent  school  for  a  time,  he  commenced 
■'business,  in  which  he  was  actively  en- 
"  gaged  until  some  15  years  ago.  He 
"always  took  a  leading  part  in  matters 
connected  with  the  Church  of  England, 
"contributed  freely  to  its  support,  and 


"gave  an  organ  to  his  parish  church 
"  (which  is  still  in  use.)  " 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Baker  were  :  Joel  (who  became  a  leading 
merchant  of  Montreal),  Jane  (Mrs. 
Butler),  Lucy  (Mrs.  Dr.  J.  B.  Gibson), 
William  G,  George  Barnard,  Joseph, 
Stevens  and  Harriet. 

His  son,  the  late  Hon.  George  Barnard 
Baker  was  first  elected  to  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  15th  of  July,  1870,  and 
sat  until  the  end  of  the  Parliament,  2nd 
of  January,  1874,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  the  late  William  Donohue,  Esq.  He 
was  elected  to  the  Provincial  Legislature 
on  the  30th  of  June,  1875,  and  sat  until 
the  22nd  of  March,  1878,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  the  late  Ernest  Racicot, 
Esq.  He  was  solicitor-general  of  the 
Province  in  the  deBoucherville  govern- 
ment from  the  27th  January,  1876  to  the 
8th  March,  1878.  Pie  was  then  elected 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  at  the  general 
elections  held  on  the  17th  of  September, 
1878,  and  sat  until  the  15th  of  January, 
1887.  He  was  reelected  to  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  5th  of  March,  1891,  and 
sat  until  the  17th  of  January,  1896, 
when  he  was  appointed  to  the  Senate  for 
the  Bedford  District,  and  sat  in  the 
Upper  Chamber  until  his  death. 

On  the  21st  of  September,  1911,  Mr. 
George  Harold  Baker,  son  of  the  late 
Senator  Baker,  and  grandson  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  was  elected  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  as  member  for  the 
sister  county  of  Brome. 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the 
Baker  family  have  rilled  an  important 
position  in  the  public  life  of  the  country 
of  Missisquoi  and  the  district  of  Bedford 
for  a  great  many  years.  (From  notes  fur- 
nished.) J.  C.  McC. 
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Hon.  Mr,  Justice  Smith,  Ex-M.P.P. 


James  Smith,  of  Scottish  parentage, 
was  born  in  the  City  of  Montreal.  His 
early  education 'was  obtained  at  Three 
Rivers,  under  the  careful  instruction 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Doty.  He  was  after- 
wards sent  to  Scotland  to  complete  his 
education,  and  on  returning  to  Canada, 


vince,  in  1830,  and  entered  into  part- 
nership with  Mr.  D.  Fisher,  an  old  and 
experienced  practitioner  and  Queen's 
counsel.  He  early  secured  for  himself 
a  varied,  extensive  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice. 

In   pursuance   of   an   address   of   the 


Hon.  Mr.  Justice  James  Smith,  ex-M.P.P. 


in  1823,  he  was  upon  his  own  choice, 
articled  as  a  law  student,  with  Mr.  B. 
Beaubien,  with  whom  he  remained  for 
four  years,  and  afterwards  with  Mr. 
Samuel  Gale,  who  was  subsequently  ap- 
pointed to  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench 
of  the  Province,  with  whom  he  com- 
pleted his  term  of  studentship.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  the  Pro- 


House  of  Assembly  of  the  Province,  of 
the  7th  of  September,  1841,  he  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  three  commissioners  "to 
"inquire  into  the  state  of  the  laws  and 
"other  circumstances  connected  with 
"the  seigniorial  tenure,  as  it  obtains  in 
"that  part  of  the  Province  of  Canada, 
"heretofore  Lower  Canada."  His  as- 
sociate members  were  Messrs.  A.  Buch- 


So 
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anan  and  J.  A.  Taschereau.  The  com- 
mission made  an  exhaustive  report,  on 
the  29th  of  March,  1843,  which  was 
laid  before  the  Legislative  Assembly, 
by  message  from  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  General,  on  the  4th  of  Octo 
ber,  of  the  same  year. 

The  following  are  two  sentences  from 
this  report : — 

"It  cannot  be  denied  that  sound 
"policy,  for  the  ultimate  well-being  of 
"the  inhabitants  of  this  community,  re- 
quires that  the  feudal  tenure  shall  be 
"abolished.  It  is  no  longer  suited  to 
"the  spirit  of  the  age,  nor  the  actual 
' '  wants  of  the  population ;  it  is  a  relic 
"of  a  barbarous  age,  and,  in  its  prac- 
tical operations,  antagonistic  to  the 
"growth  and  permanency  of  free  in- 
stitutions. (Tit.  &  Doc.  Seig.  Ten. 
"1851,  page  73.) 

Mr.  Smith  was  offered  and  accepted 
the  office  of  attorney-general  (East)  in 
the  Draper-Viger  administration,  2nd 
of  September,  1844,  and  was  elected 
to  the  Legislative  Assembly,  as  mem- 
ber for  Missisquoi  County,  on  the  12th 
of  November,  1844,  by  a  majority  of 
203  over  Dr.  Brown.  He  continued  to 
fill  the  office  of  attorney-general  in  the 
succeeding  Draper-Papineau  adminis- 
tration, from  the  18th  of  June,  1846, 
until  the  22nd  of  April,  1847,  when  he 
resigned  office,  to  accept  the  position 
of  "puisne"  judge  of  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench,  and  was  succeeded  by 
the  Hon.  William  Badgley  (see  4th 
M.H.S.  report),  both  as  attorney-gen- 
eral (East)  and  as  a  member  for  Missis- 

quoi. 

At  the  re-organization  of  the  courts, 
in  1849,  the  establishment  of  a  court  of 
appellate  and  criminal  jurisdiction, 
under  the  name  of  "Court  of  Queen's 
Bench",  the  re-modelling  of  the  several 


courts  of  original  civil  jurisdiction,  and 
the  creation  and  establishment  of  the 
Superior  Court,  "as  a  court  of  record 
"  and  of  original  civil  jurisdiction 
"  throughout  the  Province,  with  full 
"power  and  authority  to  take  cogniz- 
4k  ance  of,  hear,  try  and  determine,  in 
' '  the  first  instance  and  in  due  course  of 
1 '  law,  all  civil  pleas,  causes  and  matters 

"  whatsoever,  excepting  those  purely 

"  of  admiralty  and  Circuit  Court  juris- 
"  diction",  Judge  Smith  became  a 
puisne  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court. 

He  formed  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
special  tribunal  which  was  constituted 
under  the  Act  known  as  "An  Act  for 
"  the  abolition  of  feudal  rights  and 
"  duties  in  Lower  Canada",  more  com- 
monly known  as  "The  Seigniorial  Act 
of  1854",  and  more  particularly  dealt 
with,  in  an  article  relating  to  "The  sei- 
gniories of  Missisquoi",  in  this  report. 

Judge  Smith's  answers  and  opinions 
upon  the  questions  submitted  to  the 
Court  for  consideration  and  judgment, 
cover  130  pages  of  Vol.  B  of  Lower 
Canada  Eeports  on  Seigniorial  Ques- 
tions. 

Judge  Smith,  owing  to  ill-health,  ob- 
tained eight  months  leave  of  absence, 
dating  from  the  1st  of  July,  1865. 

His  health  continued  to  be  poor,  and 
being  unable  to  satisfactorily  perform 
his  duties,  he  resigned  on  the  28th  of 
August,  1868,  and  was  replaced  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Robert  MacKay. 

Until  his  health  failed  Judge  Smith, 
therefore,  rendered  valuable  services  to 
his  native  Province. 

He  is  the  same  Mr.  Smith  who  is 
spoken  of,  in  a  volume  of  the  "Makers  of 
Canada"  (Baldwin-Lafontaine-Hincks) 
as  a  Montreal  lawyer  of  no  particular 
prominence. 

J.  C.  McC. 
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Hannibal  H.  Whitney,  Esq.,  Ex-M.P. 


Hannibal  II.  Whitney  was  the  elder 
son  of  John  Whitney,  who  first  settled 
in  Frelighsburg,:  and  shortly  afterwards 
purchased  a  farm  near  the  Province  line, 


the  City  of  Montreal,   and  afterwards 
went  into  business. 

Hannibal    H.    formed    a    partnership 
with  Mr.   M.   Seymour,   under  the  firm 


Hannibal  H.    Whitney,  ex-M.P. 


to  which  he  and  his  family  removed.  His 
other  children  were  Nataniel  S.  and 
three  daughters.  The  two  sons  ob- 
tained situations  in  wholesale  houses  in 


name  of  "Seymour  &  Whitney".  He 
was  first  elected  to  the  old  Parliament  of 
Canada,  as  member  for  the  West  riding 
of  Missisquoi,  at  the  election  held  on  the 
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5th  of  August,  1854 ;  he  was  elected  for 
a  second  term  on  the  30th  of  December, 
1857,  after  the  county  of  Brome  had 
been  carved  out  of  Missisquoi,  Stanstead 
and  Shefford  (1855),  and  sat  until  the 
end  of  the  parliament,  10th  of  June, 
1861. 

His  brother.  Nathaniel  S.  "Whitney, 
subsequently  became  proprietor  of  the 
old  homestead,  which  he  and  his  familv 


occupied  during  the  summer  months  of 
several  years.  He  had  three  sons — two 
of  whom  are  dead,  one  of  whom,  Henry, 
resides  in  San  Francisco. 

J.  C.  McC. 

(Note:  The  above  meagre  particulars 
were  obtained  only  after  corresponding 
with  several  residents  of  Missisquoi  and 
Montreal.) 
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Dr.  Josiah  S.  Brigham,  Ex-M.L.A. 


Josiali  Sandford  Brigham  was  an  tion,  to  the  Provincial  Legislature,  3rd 
American  by  birth.  He  studied  medi-  of  September,  1867,  and  held  the  seat 
cine  under  Dr.  Horatio  May,  of  Philips-      until  the  7th  of  June,  1875,  when  he 


Josiah  S.  Brigham]  M.D.,  ex-M.L.A. 


burg,  and  was  admitted  t#  practice  in 
the  Province  of  Quebec.  *^He  took  up 
his  residence  and  practised  at  Philips- 
burg,  succeeding  Dr  May  and  the 
writer  remembers  distinctly  when  the 
field  of  his  professional  services  ex- 
tended, not  only  to  tjie  south  of  the 
45th  meridian,  but  in  a  wide  circle, 
covering  nearly  the  whole  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Missisquoi  and  part  of  the  county 
of  Brome. 

He  was  the  first  member  elected  for 
Missisquoi  under  our  present  constitu- 


was  succeeded  by  the  Hon.  George  Bar- 
nard Baker. 

J.  C.  McC. 

(NOTE:— If  any  friends  of  the  Doc- 
tor find  ihe  above  sketch  altogether 
too  meagre  and  insufficient  in  detail, 
of  the  part  which  the  old  Doctor  play- 
ed in  the  social,  professional  and  poli- 
tical life  of  the  county,  if  they  will 
please  communicate  additional  details 
to  the  writer,  a  supplementary  sketch 
will  appear  in  the  next  publication  of 
the  Society.) 
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Rev,  Micajah  TownsencL 

The  following  account  of  the  life  of  know  but  little,  though  we  have  good 
Canon  Townsend  was  written  by  his  reason  to  believe  he  wrote  an  account 
son,   the    late   Francis   Micajah   Town-      to  be  left  for  his  children;  unfortun- 


ate.  Ca?wii  Micajah  Townsend. 


send,  and  is  copied  from  his  book,  the 
''Townsend  Family  Record." 

The  Rev.  Micajah  Townsend,  M.A., 
son  of  Micah  Townsend,  Esq.,  was  born 
at  Brattleboro ',  Vermont,  January 
22nd,  1789. 

Of  his  early  life   and   childhood  we 


ately,  at  the  time  of  sale  and  removal 
from  the  homestead  at  Clarenceville, 
in  1875,  one  of  the  sheets  of  the  manu- 
script became  detached  and  lost.  It  is 
to  the  writer  a  great  personal  regret 
that  the  account  of  his  childhood  can- 
not be  given.      The  papers  he  has  left 
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break  in  upon  the  record  at  a  time  im- 
mediately after  the  removal  of  the  fam- 
ily from  Brattleboro',  Vermont,  to 
Farnham,  Canada,  where  the  British 
Government  had  conveyed  to  each 
member  of  the  family  of  Colonel  Sam- 
uel Wells  1,200  acres  of  land  as  a  re- 
ward for  their  loyalty  during  the  War 
of  Independence.  His  mother  being  a 
daughter  of  Colonel  Samuel  Wells  came 
in  therefore  for  an  allotment  of  1,200 
acres  of  this  land. 

The  following  extract  from  a  letter 
in  the  St.  Johns  "News"  of  December, 
1889,  is  in  corroboration  of  the  above 
and  runs  as  follows  : — 

' '  Department  of  the  Registrar, 

"Quebec,  12th  December,  1889. 
"W.  F.  Wilkins,  Esq.,  Adamsville. 

"Sir, — In  answer  to  your  enquiry  of 
"the  9th  inst.,  I  beg  to  transmit  the 
'  *  following  information  : — 

"By  letters  patent  of  the  22nd  Oc- 
"tober,  1798,  the  hereinunder  mention- 
ed lots  were  given  collectively  or  in 
"block  to  Oliver  Wells,  Samuel  Wells, 
"Robert  Wells,  Richard  Wells,  Samuel 
"Gale,  Micah  Townsend,  Ephraim 
"Nash,  Nathaniel  Church,  Reuben 
"Church,  David  Wells,  Abraham  Cuy- 
"ler,  Cornelius  Cuyler  and  Jacob  Glen 
"Cuyler  (seventy-eight  lots  in  all  were 
"donated  to  the  above  parties,  in 
"ranges  one  to  six  inclusive).  Each  of 
"the  thirteen  grantees  was  to  have  a 
"thirteenth  part  of  the  above  lots,  but 
"the  letters  patent  do  not  state  which 
"lot  each  one  is  to  have,  the  distribu- 
tion being  left  to  the  grantees.  As 
"for  Charles  St.  Ours,  he  was  granted 
"by  the  same  letters  patent  the  follow- 
ing lots  in  the  same  Township  of 
"Farnham  (fifteen  lots  were  granted 
"him  in  the  same  ranges).  None  of 
"the  above  letters  patent  have  been 
"cancelled  so  far  as  we  can  see  by  our 
"register. 

"Yours  humbly, 

"(Signed).     J.  C.  LANGELIER, 

Dep.  Prov.  Registrar." 

The  grants  of  the  lands,  as  before 
stated,  were  for  loyalty  to  the  Crown 
and  losses  sustained  during  the  Amer- 
ican War  of  Independence,  and  one 
portion  of  the  grants  fell  to  Mary,  the 


wife  of  Micah  Townsend.  The  last  of 
this  grant  was  not  sold  or  disposed  of 
until  about  the  year  1850. 

We  give  Mr.  Townsend 's  own  ac- 
count of  his  life  from  the  age  of  thir- 
teen to  twenty-six,  without  alteration, 
not  wishing  to  detract  from  the  beauty 
of  style  in  which  it  is  given.  His  zeal, 
earnestness  and  perseverance  in  the 
labors  attending  his  studies,  necessary 
to  fit  him  for  the  work  of  his  Master, 
are  an  excellent  example  to  those  of 
the  present  day  who  may  care  to  emu- 
late his  well-directed  efforts,  under 
trying  circumstances,  in  preparing  for 
their  life-work. 

He  rightly  dwells  upon  the  difficul- 
ties of  repairing  by  subsequent  exer- 
tion, aye,  redoubled  exertions,  the  lack 
of  intellectual  cultivation  which  should 
be  given  to  children  before  they  reach 
the  age  of  maturity.  His  power  and 
beauty  of  mind,  as  brought  out  in  after- 
life, illustrate  how,  even  with  the  dis- 
advantages of  a  neglected  early  educa- 
tion, the  latter  rain  may  bring  a  full 
harvest. 

The  following  only  remaining  sheet 
of  his  (M.T.'s)  biography  runs  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"Wild  flowers  bloomed  in  rich 
variety  at  their  feet,  diffusing  their 
balmy  fragrance  through  the  air. 
A  stream  of  pure  water  (the  Ya- 
maska  River)  about  thirty  yards 
wide  flowed  gently  and  with  un- 
surpassed beauty  between  its 
grassy  flower-covered  banks,  and 
shining  fishes  of  various  kinds 
sported  beneath  its  surface.  Over 
the  tops  of  this  almost  unbroken 
forest  the  green  mountains  of  Ver- 
mont and  the  eastern  portion  of 
Canada  rear  their  lofty  heads  in  a 
long  and  beautifully  varried  pro- 
file against  the  eastern  sky,  giving 
by  their  softening  hues  of  life  and 
shade  a  rich  loviness  to  the  land- 
scape, for 

"  'Tis  distance  lends  enchantment 
to  the  view, 
And  clothes  the  mountain  in  its 
azure  hue." 

"Though  the  giddy  throng  who 


$6 


MISSISOUOI     COUNTY     HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 


seek  to  kill  time  by  amusements 
were  now  left  behind,  there  was 
no  plaee  nor  time  for  ennui;  am- 
ple employment  was  furnished  for 

every   hand   in   clearing  away  the 
trees  and  rubbish  of  the  forest  and 
fitting  the  earth  for  the  reception 
of  those  seeds  which  its  office  is  to 
increase  and  multiply  for  the  sus- 
tenance    of   man.       Necessity    and 
habit  soon  reconciled  the  family  to 
this  new  and  simple  mode  of  life; 
plain  diet  and  salutary  labor  gave 
them  health  of  body  and  cheerful- 
ness of  mind;  and  habits  of  indus- 
try  and  economy  gave  them  that- 
practical  education  which  were  of 
vast   importance  to  them  through 
the  remainder  of  their  lives.       As, 
however,  there  were  no  schools  of 
instruction  in  this  primitive  stage 
of  the   settlement,  the   absence   of 
scholastic   advantages  was,  to  the 
individual  now  under  notice,  a  sub- 
ject of  deep  regret  and  serious  de- 
privation,   more    especially    as    his 
constant  attention  to  domestic  du- 
ties left  him  no  time  for  the  culti- 
vation   of    his    mind    by    private 
study,  a  calamity  at  his  age    (be- 
tween   thirteen    and    twenty-one) 
not   to  be  repaired  by  any  subse- 
quent exertion.    During  this  period 
of  eight  years,  a  period  the  most 
important   in  the   life   of  a  young 
man  for  forming  habits  of  study, 
thought,     reasoning,     comparison, 
combination  and  invention— for  ac- 
quiring the  elements  of  those  sci- 
ences which  are  the  tools  for  the 
mind's  future  labors,  and  the  lead- 
ing   outlines    of   knowledge   in    its 
various  departments  which  subse- 
quent reading  and  experience  must 
fill  up  and  mature  to  its  perfection 
— no     proficiency     whatever     was 
made  in  scholastic  studies,  and  so 
absorbing  had  the  physical  duties 
become     that     the     least     possible 
amount     of    general     reading    had 
been  acquired.      The  monotony  of 
his     pursuits    during    this    period 
furnishes    nothing    worthy    of    no- 
tice. 

"At  the  age  of  sixteen  his  mind 
became  seriously  affected  with  re- 
ligious   impressions    on    attending 


the  services  of  the  itinerating 
Methodists,  the  only  religious 
teachers  who,  for  many  years, 
penetrated  that  thinly-settled  wil- 
derness, with  whom  he  connected 
himself,  and  attended  their  wor- 
ship constantly  for  the  space  of 
five  years.  His  religious  affections 
now  led  him  to  fill  up  the  short  in- 
tervals of  his  time  with  the  perusal 
of  the  Scriptures  and  such  other 
religious  books  as  he  could  obtain, 
which  served  to  quicken  his  moral 
perceptions  and  imbue  his  mind 
and  heart  with  a  deep  sense  of  the 
fear  of  God  and  of  human  respon- 
sibility ;  and  although,  at  a  subse- 
quent period,  when  better  inform- 
ed upon  the  relative  claims  to  con- 
sideration of  the  different  branches 
of  the  Christian  church,  he  deemed 
it  his  duty  to  dissolve  his  connec- 
tion with  that  society,  he  was  much 
indebted  to  it  for  awakening  his 
youthful  attention  to  the  solemn 
obligations  of  religious  duty,  and 
for  warming  his  affections  with 
the  devout  exercise  of  charity  and 
Christian  communion. ' ' 

"At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
his  health  was  somewhat  impaired 
by    the    hard    labor    attending    the 
clearing  of  a  new  farm  in  the  wild- 
erness to  which  he  had  ambitiously 
applied  himself ;  he  accordingly  left 
home  in  the  spring  of  1810  to  seek 
employment  less  laborious,  and  en- 
gaged himself  in  the   teaching  of 
a  district  school  in  Alburgh,  Ver- 
mont,   which    he    continued    with 
much   satisfaction   to   himself   and 
his  employees  for  eight  months,  de- 
voting his  time  assiduously  within 
school  to  the  improvement  of  the 
children ;  and  out  of  school  to  the 
prosecution    of    his    own    studies, 
which  had  been  so  much  neglected. 
This   enabled  him  to   keep   in   ad- 
vance of  his  pupils — especially  in 
arithmetical  studies,  and  the  Eng- 
lish grammar  was  at  that  time  sel- 
dom taught  in  common  schools." 

"During  the  following  winter  an 
application  was  made  to  him  by  a 
merchant  residing,  in  Boston,  a  Mr. 
John  Barnard  (a  former  friend  of 
the  family,  to  whom  his  eldest  sis- 
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ter,  Harriet,  had  written  in  his  be- 
half), expressing  a  wish  to  take 
him  into  his  employment,  to  super- 
intend a  commercial  establishment 
which  he  intended  to  commence  at 
Eastport,  in  Maine.  He  accord- 
ingly proceeded  to  that  city  in  the 
month  of  February,  1811,  where 
he  was  received  into  Mr.  Barnard's 
family  in  the  most  kind  and  hos- 
pitable manner.  In  consequence 
of  the  existing  embargo  which  was 
imposed  upon  all  American  com- 
merce, followed  soon  after  by  a 
non-intercourse  between  the  two 
governments,  which  resulted  in  the 
war  of  1812,  Mr.  Barnard  had  by 
this  time  abandoned  the  project  of 
the  establishment  at  Eastport  as 
too  hazardous,  even  for  his  enter- 
prising mind ;  and  though  requir- 
ing no  additional  assistance  in  his 
business,  he  insisted  on  his  remain- 
ing with  him  for  a  few  weeks,  that, 
if  possible,  he  might  procure  for 
him  a  situation  in  some  commercial 
house  in  the  city.  Failing  this,  he 
decided  on  returning  to  Brattle- 
boro',  his  native  place,  to  improve 
his  neglected  education  at  the 
academy  or  grammar  school  estab- 
lished there ;  but  in  consequence  of 
having  had  his  pocket  book  con- 
taining most  of  his  funds  abstract- 
ed from  his  pocket  while  attend- 
ing an  auction  sale,  he  undertook 
the  journey  on  foot,  which  he  ac- 
complished in  three  days,  the  dis- 
tance being  nearly  one  hundred 
miles.  Here  he  engaged  to  board 
with  Mr.  Silas  Reeve,  formerly  a 
friend  of  his  family,  who  perceiv- 
ing his  desire  and  anxiety  to  study, 
kindly  offered  to  wait  for  his  pay 
till  the  following  winter,  when  he 
could  earn  it  by  teaching.  Hum- 
bled and  mortified  on  being  placed 
by  the  side  of  those  not  half  his 
age,  who  were  much  further  ad- 
vanced in  scholastic  studies  than 
himself,  he  aroused  all  the  energies 
of  his  mind,  and  concentrated  them 
upon  the  objects  before  him  with 
a  fixed  determination  to  redeem, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  precious 
time  he  had  lost.  During  this  six 
months'  study  he  acquired  a  know- 


ledge of  the  English  grammar  and 
a  good  proficiency  in  the  exercise 
of  parsing;  he  performed  and 
wrote  out  all  the  sums  and  prob- 
lems  contained  in  Adams'  Arith- 
metic (edition  1808)  ;  committed  to 
memory  Smith's  Latin  Grammar; 
translated  Aesop's  Fables  from  the 
Latin  and  the  three  first  books  of 
Virgil's  Enidos;  studied  geography 
partially;  and  committed  to  mem- 
ory the  Greek  grammar." 

In  the  November  following  he 
commenced  teaching  a  school  in 
Northfield,  Mass.,  which  was  at- 
tended by  between  ninety  and  one 
hundred  scholars,  to  whom  he  de- 
voted every  hour  of  daylight ;  and 
prosecuted  iris  own  studies  usually 
till  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  by 
which  means  he  read,  during  the 
winter,  five  books  more  of  Virgil, 
reciting  occasionally  to  the  clergy- 
man of  the  place,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ma- 
son. From  the  avails  of  his  ser- 
vices in  this  school  he  was  enabled 
to  discharge  his  obligations  to  his 
kind  friend  Mr.  Reeve  for  the  ex- 
penses of  his  board,  clothing,  etc., 
for  the  previous  summer ;  and  in 
the  following  March,  1812,  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Canada,  per- 
forming the  journey  of  two  hun- 
dred miles  on  foot  in  six  days, 
when  he  again  joined  his  family, 
to  every  member  of  which  he  was 
devotedly  attached.  He  returned 
to  them  poor  in  purse,  but  with 
his  views  much  changed  with  re- 
spect to  his  future  pursuits  in 
life." 

"What  little  he  had  seen  of  the 
world  within  the  past  year  had 
created  in  him  a  dislike  to  mercan- 
tile pursuits  and  inspired  him  with 
an  intense  desire  for  study  to  qua- 
lify him  for  professional  life.  The 
first  sip  which  he  had  now  taken 
at  the  fountain  had  excited  a  live- 
ly thirst  for  more  intellectual  food, 
and,  although  the  want  of  pecun- 
iary means  opposed  obstacles  to 
the  attainment  of  his  cherished  ob- 
ject and  strewed  the  path  that  led 
to  it  with  difficulties  and  discour- 
agements, yet,  his  ambition  was 
aroused,  and  he  had  learnt  his  first 
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lesson  of  self-dependence,  which 
gave  him  confidence  in  the  success 
of  exertions  steadily  and  persever- 
ingly  sustained,  and,  above  all,  his 
courage  to  encounter  the  difficul- 
ties that  lay  before  him  was  main- 
ly supported  by  a  humble  reliance 
on  the  blessing-  of  God,  promised, 
and  always  given  to  faithful  and 
persevering  exertions. 

"Not  long  after  his  return  to 
Canada  he  procured  an  introduc- 
tion to  the  Rev.  C.  Stewart,  a 
Church  of  England  Missionary  at 
St.  Armand,  L.C.  (subsequently 
Lord  Bishop  of  Quebec),  and  under 
his  spiritual  instructions  embraced 
the  doctrines  and  worship  of  that 
church ;  received  the  solemn  rite  of 
confirmation  at  the  hands  of  the 
Right  Rev.  Bishop  Mountain  (first 
Bishop  of  Quebec)  ;  and  received 
his  first  communion  at  St.  Armand, 
from  that  eminently  pious  and  de- 
voted apostle  of  the  church  in 
Canada,  Mr.  Stewart,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1812." 

"About  this  time  his  beloved 
and  venerable  pastor,  after  due 
examination  of  his  qualifications, 
suggested  to  him  his  wish  that  he 
would  commence  a  course  of  divin- 
ity studies,  preparatory  for  taking 
holy  orders  in  the  church,  to 
which,  after  prayerful  deliberation 
on  the  solemn  responsibilities  of 
the  office  he  consented.  His  cir- 
cumstances, however,  were  such  as 
to  oblige  him  to  mingle  some  em- 
ployment for  his  support  with  his 
classical  and  theological  studies. 
His  kind  patron,  therefore,  procur- 
ed for  him  a  school  at  Philips- 
burgh,  a  village  on  the  eastern 
shore  of  Missisquoi  Bay,  which  he 
continued  to  instruct  for  the  space 
of  two  years,  carefully  filling  up 
the  morning  and  evening  hours 
with  such  studies  in  the  classics 
and  divinity  as  were  indicated  by 
his  spiritual  guide,  and  by  system- 
atic economy  in  his  expenses,  not 
only  sustained  himself,  but  contri- 
buted many  comforts  to  his  fam- 
ily." 

"During  this  period  he  formed 
acquaintance — which  resulted  in  a 


permanent  friendship — with  Mr. 
James  Reid,  a  Scotch  gentleman  of 
strong  mind  and  good  qualifica- 
tions, who  came  from  Upper  Can- 
ada, at  the  request  of  Mr.  Stewart, 
to  superintend  a  Government 
school  near  Philipsburgh.  Mr. 
Reid  at  the  same  time  became  a 
candidate  for  the  ministry  and  it 
was  arranged  by  the  Bishop  and 
Mr.  Stewart  that  the  two  candi- 
dates should  receive  ordination  at 
the  same  time.  Accordingly,  in 
the  spring  of  1815,  they  proceeded 
to  Quebec,  taking  letters  of  intro- 
duction and  commendation  from 
Mr.  Stewart,  where,  after  examina- 
tion in  classics  and  theology  by 
the  Rev.  S.  J'.  Mountain,  nephew 
and  chaplain  of  the  Bishop,  they 
consecrated  themselves  to  the  work 
of  the  ministry  in  the  Church  of 
God,  and  on  the  7th  day  of  May, 
1815,  were  ordained  Deacons,  in 
the  Cathedral  of  Quebec." 

"As  it  was  highly  important  for 
the  interests  of  the  church  in  the 
formation  of  new  congregations 
that  the  clergymen  should  be  vest- 
ed with  the  full  authority  to  en- 
able him  to  administer  the  Holy 
Eucharist,  that  sacred  bond  of 
union  in  the  Christian  church,  in 
the  month  of  January  following  he 
proceeded  to  Quebec,  accompanied 
by  his  friend  Mr.  Reid  on  the  same 
holy  errand.  On  Sunday,  the  21st 
day  of  January,  1816,  they  again 
knelt  before  the  altar  of  God,  in 
the  Cathedral  of  Quebec,  and  re- 
ceived severally  at  the  hands  of 
the  same  venerable  prelate  the  au- 
thority of  the  holy  priesthood." 

The  period  of  his  bory-life,  from  the 
age  of  13  to  21,  must  have  been  a  spe- 
cially trying  one,  accompanied  by  such 
hardships  as  few,  if  any,  of  the  suc- 
ceeding generations  can  realize  or  un- 
derstand. Few  readers  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  nineteenth  century  will 
know  what  life  in  a  primitive  Canadian 
forest  really  means — the  nearest  neigh- 
bor being  six  miles  away,  and  the  only 
access  through  a  dense  trackless  wild, 
guided  only  by  blazed  trees  and  such 
land-marks  as  are  best  known  to  fron- 
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tiersmen.  The  discomforts  of  the  set- 
tlers' huts,  the  clearing  of  the  forest, 
chopping  of  trees,  grubbing  the  soil, 
pulling  roots  to  burn,  hauling  of  logs 
long  distances  to  be  cut  into  timber  or 
boards,  breaking  of  the  root-laden  soil, 
digging  ditches,  building  fences,  plow- 
ing, harrowing,  sowing,  reaping,  thresh- 
ing by  hand,  herding  of  cattle  in  the 
woods,  the  fear  of  wild  animals,  the 
total  absence  of  social  privileges,  of 
medical  attendance  in  sickness,  of 
schools,  of  friendly  intercourse,  of 
church  attendance,  together  with  many 
other    hardships    and    discomforts,    to 


them,  three  having  been  killed  before 
he  himself  was  overcome.  The  nearest 
grist  mill  seems  to  have  been  at  Fre- 
leighsburgh,  some  thirty  miles  away, 
toi  which  M.  T.  made  various  pilgrim- 
ages on  the  back  of  an  old  horse,  with 
such  grain  as  could  be  carried.  From 
his  own  record  we  cannot  find  that  his 
family  were  able  to  render  him  any  as- 
sistance in  his  preparation  for  the  min- 
istry. 

Teaching  and  study  went  on  together 
until  the  year  1815,  at  which  time  he 
was  ordained  Deacon.  He  was  first  in- 
troduced   to    his    parishioners    of    St. 


St.  George  s  Church,  Clarenceville,  Erected  and  Completed  18 18. 


which  must  be  added  the  severity  of  a 
semi-arctic  climate  for  six  months  of 
the  year, — these  are  things  which  must 
be  borne  by  the  early  settlers  of  a  Can- 
adian forest  country.  To  show  that  the 
danger  from  wild  animals  was  not  ima- 
ginary, the  writer  has  heard  the  person 
under  notice  speak  of  the  frequent  near 
presence  of  wolves  in  the  forest  adja- 
cent to  their  house,  and  upon  more 
than  one  occasion  he  was  driven  in  by 
them  while  herding  cattle.  On  one  oc- 
casion a  wood-chopper  in  their  employ 
was  killed  by  these  brutes ;  his  remains 
were  found  the  next  day,  his  axe  buried 
and   fastened   in   the    skull   of   one    of 


George  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stewart  in  a 
school-house,  at  which  time  and  place 
he  preached  his  first  sermon  to  them. 
The  church,  known  as  "St.  George's 
Church,"  of  Clarenceville,  was  built 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Townsend, 
who  contributed  largely  towards  its 
construction,  and  was  also  materially 
assisted  by  funds  collected  in  England 
through  Bishop  Stewart.  This  church 
was  built  in  or  about  the  year  1818, 
and  was  a  crown  rectory.  The  churches 
of  St.  Thomas  and  Henryville  were 
afterwards  built,  the  former  first  on 
the  third  concession,  afterwards  in  the 
northerly  part  of  the  parish,  near  Der 


QO 


MISSISOUOI     COUNTY     HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 


rick's  Corners,  where  now  a  very  pret- 
ty edifice  stands  as  one  of  the  monu- 
ments of  Mr.  Townsend 's  work. 

The  church  at  Henryville,  in  which 
he  was  assisted  in  building  by  the  Rev. 
E,  DuVernet,  has  long  since  ceased  to 
be  used,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the 
congregation  have  departed — some  the 
way  cf  all  flesh,  and  some  by  purchase 
and  removal,  until  scarcely  a  Church 
of  England  member  lives  within  the 
limits  of  the.  parish. 

Mr.  Townsend  purchased  a  farm 
about   a   third   of  a   mile   north   of  the 


As  before  stated,  Mr.  Townsend  was 
ordained  Deaeon  7th  May,  1815,  and  ad- 
mitted to  the  priesthood  21st  January, 
1816.  This  rectory  of  Clarenceville 
was  created  by  letters  patent,  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Rev.  Micajah  Townsend, 
as  first  rector,  on  the  10th  day  of  May, 
1822.  Through  the  English  Govern- 
ment Mr.  Townsend  held  the  appoint- 
ment of  chaplain  to  the  forces  at  Isle 
aux  Noix,  a  fort  on  an  island  of  the 
same  name,  in  the  River  Richelieu, 
about  six  miles  from  Clarenceville. 
Fcr  performing  the  duties  of  this  office 


Interior  view  of  the  Old  Church  decorated  for  the  first  Harvest  Home 
Festival  held  in  the  Church. 


village  of  Clarenceville,  and  built  him- 
self a  house  and  rectory  about  the  year 
1820.  The  timbers  and  lumber  for  the 
construction  of  the  house  were  brought 
in  h  raft  from  Swanton,  Vermont, 
through  Lake  Champlain  and  River 
Richelieu,  to  a  point  on  South  River, 
aboul  two  miles  from  the  house.  It 
speaks  well  \'',r  its  construction  (wood) 
when  we  say  at  the  time  of  writing, 
1801.  the  building  is  still  in  good  re- 
pair and  use.  This  farm  comprised 
aboul  120  acres,  besides  a  wood  lot  of 
50  acres  to  the  south  of  the  village. 
The  farm  is  now  owned  by  Mr.  Uriah 
Chilton. 


he  received  from  the  army  fund  a  year- 
ly allowance  of  four  hundred  dollars, 
and  from  that  most  estimable  English 
society,  "The  Society  for  the  Propaga- 
tion of  the  Gospel,"  he  received  four 
hundred  dollars  per  annum  more,  which 
he  regularly  enjoyed  till  the  time  of 
bis  death,  1871.  His  term  of  ministry 
over  these  parishes  extended  over  fifty- 
six  years,  but  it  was  not  until  the  ad- 
vent of  an  assistant  minister  or  subse- 
quent rector,  that  the  parishioners  were 
called  upon  to  contribute  towards  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel,  as  his  sole  sti- 
pend consisted  of  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars   from    the    sources    mentioned    be- 
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fore.  The  rearing  and  educating  of  a 
large  family,  often  augmented  in  num- 
bers by  children  of  relatives  unable  to 
acquire  a  proper  education,  open  hos- 
pitality to  all  who  might  come,  and  a 
liberal  contribution  to  all  public  ob- 
jects, was  a  drain  upon  the  limited  pri- 
vate exchequer  which  only  the  most 
skilful  financiering  could  accomplish. 

Soon   after   settling   in   Clarenceville 
he    was    joined    by    his    parents    from 
Farnham,  who  continued  with  him  till 
the  time  of  their  death.       His  mother, 
Mary  Wells,  died  27th  June,  1831 ;  and 
his  father,  Micah  Townsend,  died  April 
28th,    1832.       Micajah    Townsend    was 
first  married  on  the  19th  March,  1823, 
to  Anne  Elizabeth  Davidson,  one  of  the 
three  beautiful  daughters  of  Dr.  David- 
son, of  Plattsburgh,  N.Y.     These  girls, 
one    of   whom    died    at    seventeen    and 
one  younger,  were  singularly  gifted  in 
beauties  of  mind  and  person  ;  their  com- 
positions, both  in  prose  and  poetry,  be- 
ing widely  known  and  admired.       We 
believe  the  poetic  genius  of  the  second 
daughter,  Lucretia,  together  with  her 
manifold  charms,  first  won  the  love  of 
Mr.  Townsend;  but  this  seems  to  have 
been   soon    after   transferred   to   Anna 
Elizabeth,  whom  he  subsequently  mar- 
ried.      Judging  from  her  portrait  she 
was   very   beautiful,   which   opinion   is 
fully  confirmed  by  those  who  knew  her. 
Unfortunately,  she  inherited  the  seeds 
of  xhat  dread  malady  which  carried  off 
her  two  yoiinger  sisters — consumption. 
After  eleven  years  of  happy  married 
life    she    died    at    Clarenceville,    P.Q., 
April,  1834.     Their  children  were  Mor- 
ris Miller,  Frances  Lupton  and  Micajah 
— the   two   fatter   died   in   early   child- 
hood.      Sonjie  time  after  the  death  of 
his  wife,  and  while  visiting  thl  family 
of  Dr.   Davidson,   in  Plattsburgh,   Mr. 
Townsend   first    met    his    second"~wife, 
Sarah  Kellog  Nash,  daughter  of  Eben- 
ezer  Nash,  jr.,  of  Ellington,  Conn.     She 
was  born  8th  April,  1805.     They  were 
married    from    the    house    of   the    Rev. 
Sylvester  Nash,  then  rector  of  St.  AU 
bans,  Vermont,  over  whose  home  Miss 
Nash  for  some  years  presided,  after  the 
death  of  Mr.  Nash's  wife.       The  mar- 
riage took  place  on  the,;6th  July,  ^836. 
Miss  Nash  bad^for  two  years  previous 
to  her  marriage,  held  a  very  goodtposi- 


tion  as  teacher  in  a  school  a1  Platts- 
burgh, living  in  the  family  of  Mr. 
Lynde.  | 

During  the  rebellion  of  1836-7-8,  Mr. 
Townsend  took  no  part  in  the  struggle 
— his  was  a  mission  of  peace,  not  war; 
but  after  the  war  closed  he  was  most 
persistent  and  energetic  in  his  appeals 
to  the  government  for  recompense  for 
certain  poor  farmers  who  had  suffered 
from  fire  and  sword  along  the  Amer- 
ican frontier  by  raids  from  across  the 
line.     He  was  quite  successful  in  get- 
ting  the    Government   to    acknowledge 
and  make  good  their  losses.     In  appre- 
ciation of  his  valuable  services  the  re- 
cipients   presented    him    with    quite    a 
number  of  articles  of  silver  plate,  still 
in  the  possession   of  the   family.       He 
was  chiefly  instrumental  in  the  build- 
ing  of  the   Academy   at   Clarenceville, 
and  until  very  late  in  life  was  chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Directors.      After 
the  first  restoration  of  the   Church  of 
St.  George  he  presented  and  placed  in 
the  chancel  of  that  church  a  very  hand- 
some  stained  window   at  his   own   ex- 
pense.    The  coloring  of  this  window  is 
beautifully  rich,  and  has  been  much  ad- 
mired.    During  the  early  settlement  of 
these    parishes    Mr.    Townsend    trans- 
acted and  prepared  all  legal  and  par- 
liamentary work,:  in  the  way  of  peti- 
tions   for    local    purposes,    making    of 
wills,  etc.     His  knowledge  of  law  and 
the    formulas    of    parliamentary    work 
was    remarkable-Jfor    one    in    his   posi- 
tion. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  1865,  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  his  ministry  was  cele- 
brated at  tjie  r.ectory.  The  congrega- 
tions fromf-both  parishes  assembled  in 
large  numbers,  and  presented  him,  at 
the  hands  of  Miss  Sophia  Stewart,  with 
a  handsome  epergne  and  salver,  suita- 
bly* inscribed-.-  The  gathering  upon 
this  occasion  was  most  impressive  and 
felicitous. 

In  1854  he  was  made  an  Hon.  Canon 
of  the  Cathedral  of  Montreal. 
^  As  will  be  seen  from  the  accompany- 
ing plate,,  he  was  a  handsome  man  arid 
prepossessing  in  appearance.  He  was 
courtly-in  manner,  kindly  and  genial  in 
disposition,  a  loving  father,  and  ever 
a  faithful  friend.  His  death  took  place 
at   Clarenceville,    17th   January,    1871; 
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and  he  was  buried  on  his  birthday, 
22nd  of  January,  full  of  days  and  of 
the  honor  and  love  of  his  family  and 
friends.  He  had  suffered  two  partial 
strokes  of  paralysis  previous  to  the  one 
which  took  him  awav.       His  end  was 


in  his  teaching,  an  able  expositor  of 
God's  Word,  and  faithful  to  those 
among  whom  he  labored  so  long.  The 
exposure  involved  in  attending  parishes 
distantly  situated  was  often  very  great. 
The  work  was  only  accomplished  with 


St  Georges  Church,  Clarencev >///e, '{renovated  1879.) 


peace;  and  to  the  last  his  mind  and 
faculties  were  unimpaired.  Only  a 
few  days  before  his  last  attack  he  was 
able  to  give,  without  reference,  the  cor- 
rect formula  for  the  incorporation  of  a 
Railway  Charter,  which  was  being 
sought  for  in  the  Quebec  Legislature, 
by  his  son  Francis  M. 
He  was  a  moderate  churchman,  sound 


much  difficulty  and  suffering,  especial- 
ly in  the  winter  season ;  but  it  was  a 
rare  occurrence  when  the  violence  of 
the  storm,  even  with  low  temperature, 
prevented  him  from  keeping  his  ap- 
pointment with  his  people.  Fond  of 
1  is  home  and  the  local  and  domestic 
ties  which  had  grown  up  around  him, 
he  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  en- 
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tor  city  life — so  attractive  from  a 
worldly  point  of  view.  His  house, 
which  he  had  built;  trees  all  of  which 
he  had  planted  with  his  cwn  hands; 
grounds  which  he  had  laid  out  and 
beautified ;  a  people  to  whom  he  had 
performed  all  the  sacred  offices  of  the 
ministry,  and  among  whom  he  had 
lived  so  long,  formed  links  too  strong 
to  be  easily  broken.     He  preferred  to 


She  was  greatly  given  to  hospitality. 
and,  though  for  many  years  a  sufferer 
and  more  or  less  of  an  invalid,  she  la- 
bored on  and  on  for  her  children,  her 
household,  her  neighbors  and  parish- 
ioners; "others,  not  self"  was  her 
motto  of  life.  She  loved  the  beautiful 
in  nature;  and  the  rectory  garden,  so 
much  admired,  was  her  special  care  and 
delight.     Many  persons  drove  long  dis- 


Interior  St.  George's  Church,  Clarenceville,  after  renovation. 


remain  among  known  and  tried  friends 
and  surroundings  till  the  last.  During 
his  ministry  he  was  aided  in  a  marked 
manner  by  the  comfort,  counsel  and 
advice  of  his  wife,  who  was  a  lady  of 
^reat  energy  and  ability.  She  was 
possessed  of  keen  perceptive  faculties, 
an  unbounded  sense  of  duty,  and  was 
an  accomplished  manager  of  domestic 
and  household  matters ;  she  was  a  wo- 
man of  strong  literary  and  poetic  taste, 
combining  with  this  a  remarkable 
amount  of  common  sense.  Hers  was  a 
life  of  deep  personal  piety  and  strong 
abiding  faith  in  the  promises  of  God's 
Word. 


tances  to  see  this  garden,  if  only  in 
passing.  After  a  life  of  intense  use- 
fulness, self-sacrifice  and  devotion  to 
those  around  her,  she  passed  away  on 
the  18th  December,  1875,  at  Herkimer, 
N..Y.,  at  the  Rectory,  where  she  had 
been  fcr  some  months  previous.  Her 
daughters,  Helen  and  Harriet  (Mrs. 
Morrison)  were  privileged  to  minister 
to  her  till  the  last.  She  was  buried  at 
Clarenceville,  beside  her  husband. 
After  the  lapse  of  many  years  her  mem- 
ory remains  brighter  and  more  beauti- 
ful— 

"Her   children   shall  rise   up   and   call 
her  blessed." 
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The  recapitulation  of  his  family  dates 
is  as  follows  : — 

Micajah  Townsend,  son  of  Micah 
Townsend,  Esq..  of  Brattleboro ',  Ver- 
mont, was  boi-n  22nd  January,  1789. 
He  died  at  Clarenceville.  Canada,  the 
17th  January,  1871.  aged  82.  He  mar- 
ried (1st'  19th  March,  1823,  Anne 
Elizabeth  Davidson,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Davidson,  of  Pittsburgh,  N.Y.  She 
was  horn  February  18th,  1806.  Died 
at  Clarenceville,  Canada,  April  19th, 
1834,  He  married  (2nd)  July  6th, 
ls-^6,  Sarah  Kellog  Nash,  daughter  of 
Ebenezer  Nash,  jr.,  Esq.,  of  Ellington, 
Conn.  They  were  married  at  St.  Al- 
bans, Vermont,  from  the  house  of  her 
brother,  the  Rev.  Sylvester  Nash.  She 
was  born  8th  April,  1805.  Died  at 
Herkimer,  N.Y.,  18th  December,   1875. 

Buried  at  Clarenceville,  Canada. 
Children. 
I.  Morris  filler,   born  24th  March, 
1825,    at    Clarenceville,    C.    L. 
Died  at  Frostburgh,  Maryland. 
II.  Frances  Lupton,  born  March  5th, 
1827.   Died  23rd  April  1832,  at 
Clarenceville,  C.E. 


III.  Micajah,    born    Nov.     1st,     1831. 

Died   8th   November,    1833,    at 
Clarenceville,  C.E. 

Second  Marriage. 

IV.  Heber,    born    15th    April,    1837. 

Lived  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  and 
died  there  in  1907. 
V.  Hobart,    born    15th    April,    1837. 
Lived  at  Cumberland,  Md. 
VI.   Anne  Eliza,  born  20th  May,  1840. 
Married  John  Macfie  of  Missis - 
quoi  Bay,  and  is  now  living  in 
California. 
VII.  Helen,    born    23    October,    1842. 
Living   with    her   sister,     Mrsj 
Macfie,   in   California.   Unmar- 
ried. 
VIIT.  Francis  Micajah,  born  19th  March, 
1845.    Lived  at  Oxton,  Birken- 
head, England,  and  died  there 
October  20th,  1895. 
IX.  Harriet  Matilda,  born  2nd  July, 
1848.    Married  Rev.  Dr.  Morri- 
son,   now    Bishop    of    Duluth, 
Minn.,  where  they  reside. 


MIvSvSLSOUOI     COUNTY     HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 


95 


Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Samuel  Gale. 


Samuel  Gale,  sr.,  came  from  Hamp- 
shire, England,  and  was  engaged  in  the 
British  service,  as  assistant  paymaster 


one  occasion,  and  otherwise  persecuted 
him,  because  of  his  staunch  adherence 
to  the  Royalist  cause.     lie  finally  found 
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of  the  forces  in  America,  during  the 
revolutionary  war.  He  was  regarded 
with  great  animosity  by  the  revolution- 
ists, who  imprisoned  him  en  more  than 


it  necessary  to  leave  the  country  and 
proceeded  to  Quebec,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived with  great  cordiality,  and  being 
an  educated  and  talented  man,  he  was 
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employed  as  secretary  to  Governor 
Prescott,  whom  he  accompanied  to  Eng- 
land, at  the  expiration  of  the  hitter's 

term  of  service  as  Governor. 

Mr.  Gale  returned  to  Canada  and, 
with  a  number  of  associates,  obtained 
a  grant  of  land  in  what  is  now  East 
Farnham. 

He  married  Rebecca,"  daughter  of 
Col.  Samuel  Wells,  of  Brattleboro,, 
Vermont,  whose  heirs  inherited  the 
land  allotted  to  their  father,  as  one  of 
the  associates.  Mr.  Gale  built  a  resi- 
dence arid  other  buildings  on  his  par- 
ticular grant,  where  he  resided,  and 
died  on  the  27th  of  August,  1798. 

Among  the  children  born  of  his  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Wells,  was  Samuel 
Gale,  jr.  (at  St.  Augustine,  Florida), 
who  became  a  member  of  the  Bar,  for 
the  district  of  Montreal,  in  1808,  and 
attained  great  prominence  in  his  pro- 
fession. In  1815,  he  was  appointed  a 
Magistrate  in  the  Indian  territories  and 
accompanied  Lord  Selkirk  to  the  North 
West.  He  returned  in  a  few  years  to 
Montreal  and  espoused  the  cause  of 
the  Governor,  Lord  Dalhousie,  in  his 
controversies  with  the  Government  and 
the  majority  of  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly. He  was  the  bearer,  to  the  British 
Government,  of  a  memorial  from  the 
English  speaking  Canadians  defending 
and  approving  the  Governor's  conduct. 
He  thus  made  himself  extremely  offen- 
sive to  the  members  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly.  He  was  appointed  a 
"puisne''  judge  of  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench,  for  the  district  of 
.Montreal,  by  Lord  Aylmer,  in  1835. 

The  Legislature  was  convoked  for 
the  27th  of  October.  On  the  2nd  of 
November,  and  before  the  reply  in  an- 
swer to  the  speech  from  the  Throne 
had  been  carried,  a  motion  was  passed, 
praying  the  Governor,  Lord  Gosford, 
to  inform  the  House  whether  he  had 
any  instructions  from  1 1  is  Majesty's 
ministers  on  the  subject  of  the  com- 
plaint preferred  against  Judge  Gale, 
and  asking  for  copies  of  all  documents 
in  his  possession  relating  thereto.  An 
animated  debate  took  place  upon  the 
presentation  of  this  motion. 


The  Governor  replied,  in  effect,  that 
he  had  not  received  any  instructions 
from  His  Majesty's  ministers  on  the 
subject,  and  that  he  would  lay  before 
the  House,  without  delay,  copies  of  all 
communications,  etc.,  relating  to  the 
appointment  of  Judge  Gale. 

One  of  the  communications  brought 
down  was  a  letter  from  Lord  Aber- 
deen, to  Lord  Aylmer,  dated  Downing 
Street,  28th  of  February,  1835,  which 
is  as  follows  : — 

"Mr.  Lord, — Having  perused  your 
"private  letter  to  Mr.  Hay,  of  the  23rd 

"ulto ,    on    the    subject    of    Mr. 

"Gale's  appointment  to  a  seat  on  the 
"bench  at  Montreal,  I  cannot  hesitate 
"to  acknowledge  that  the  reasons 
"urged  by  Your  Lordship,  for  the  con- 
"firmation  of  Mr.  Gale,  are  conclusive: 
"and  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint 
"you  that  His  Majesty  has  been  pleas- 
"ed,  accordingly,  to  approve  of  this 
"appointment." 

Owing  to  continued  ill-health,  Judge 
Gale  retired  from  the  bench  in  1849. 

While  on  the  bench,  he  is  said  to 
have  maintained  the  right  of  the  Crown 
to  establish  martial  law,  in  1837,  in  an 
elaborate  judgment. 

He  was  a  man  of  high  principles  and 
of  unblemished  character. 

He  is  said  to  have  been  severely 
wounded  in  a  duel  with  Sir  James 
Stuart,  at  one  time  attorney-general  of 
the  Province,  and  afterwards  chief  jus- 
tice. 

He  married,  on  the  6th  of  November, 
1839,  a  Miss  Mary  Mathilda  Hawley, 
of  St.  Armand  West,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Gideon  Hawley,  granddaughter  of  Mi- 
cah  Townsend  (referred  to  elsewhere  in 
this  report)  and  Mary  Wells.  She  died 
on  the  25th  of  September,  1849. 

Their  children  were  : — Anna  Rebecca, 
born  at  Montreal  August  31st,  1840, 
married  January  23rd,  1878,  to  Dr.  T. 
Sterry  Hunt,  LL.D.,  P.R.S. ;  Mary  Al- 
ma, born  at  Montreal,  died  in  infancy ; 
Agnes,  born  at  Burlington,  Vt.,  died  in 
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infancy;  Agnes  Logan,  born  at  Mont- 
real, 1st  of  September,  1845,  married 
April  27th,  1875,  at  Montreal,  to  An- 
drew C.  Stuart,  of  Quebec ;  she  died  27th 
of  March,  1876 ;  Mary  Louise,  born  at 
Clarenceville,  P.Q.,  17th  of  February, 
1849,  married  Baron  Von  Friesen,  at 
Drisdon,  Saxony,  April  2nd,  1842;  she 
died  at  Berlin,  Germany,  December  10th, 
1875. 

Judge    Gale's    connection    with    the 


Missisquoi  County  was  not  of  an  ex- 
tended or  particularly  active  character. 
He  was  closely  related  to  the  Town- 
send  family,  and,  I  believe,  resided  a 
short  time  in  the  county. 

(See  Kingsford's  and  Christie's  his- 
tories and  the  American  Annual  Cyclo- 
paedia and  Register  of  Important 
Events  of  the  year  1865,  D.  Appleton  & 
Co.,  page  661.) 
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Rev,  George  Slack, 

FORMERLY  RECTOR  OF  BEDFORD. 


One  night  in  November,  1815,  the 
home  of  a  London  business  man,  who  re- 
sided in  the  suburb  of  Kentish  Town, 


to  rescue  little  Elizabeth,  and  succeeded, 
but  she  did  not  live  long  afterwards. 
Among  the  frightened  little  group  on 


Rev.   George  Slack. 


was  hurried  to  the  ground.  When  the 
family  were  awakened,  the  names  had 
made  such  progress  that  they  had  only 
time  to  escape  for  their  lives.  The  chil- 
dren were  hurriedly  carried  from  the 
house,  when  the  father  discovered  that 
his  little  daughter  was  missing.  He  rush 
ed  back  into  the  burning  building,  but 
was  never  again  seen  alive.  A  brave 
man  in  the  crowd  next  made  the  attempt 


the  lawn  was  a  boy,  the  third  of  the  four 
sons,  then  not  quite  five  years  old,  as  he 
was  born  Dec.  4.  1810.  He  was  rescued 
from  the  tire  to  live  a  life  of  many  dan- 
gers and  not  a  few  sorrows,  but  through 
it  all  he  proved  himself  a  worthy  son  of 
his  brave  father.  Thomas  Slack  was  36 
years  old  when  he  died,  and  the  widow 
was  still  younger.  She  was  Jane  Hester 
Newell,  daughter  of  a  clergyman.    With 
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the  assistance  of  a  faithful  sister,  who 
lived  with  her,  she  kept  her  little  family 
together,  and  gave  them  the  best  educa- 
tion in  her  power.  Some  years  later,  she 
married  a  captain  in  the  Royal  Navy, 
named  Halliday.  *  George  Slack,  with  an 
older  brother  was  educated  for  some 
years  by  a  clergyman  at  Heathfield,  in 
the  county  of  Sussex.  In  that  village 
church,  he  learned  the  quaint  psalm — 
tunes  of  those  days,  with  their  many 
turns  and  quivers,  and  other  lessons 
which  he  learned  at  that  time  must  have 
influenced  him  for  life,  for  he  never 
forgot  his  old  tutor.  While  driving  over 
those  peaceful  Sussex  hills,  one  often 
catches  a  glimpse  of  old  Ocean,  and 
from  an  early  age  the  sea  called  to  him, 
as  it  has  called  thousands  of  other  Eng- 
lish boys  before  and  since.  Though  his 
mother  placed  him  at  an  excellent  school 
at  Reading,  where  he  rose  rapidly  to  a 
high  place  in  his  classes,  his  desire  to  go 
to  sea  became  so  strong  that  at  16  years 
he  left  school,  entered  the  Royal  Navy, 
and  served  for  nearly  five  years  in  two 
different  vessels',  crossing  the  Atlantic 
several  times,  and  also  spending  some 
time  on  the  Mediterrannean.  While  he 
was  once  more  in  England,  one  of  the 
many  little  wars  of  Europe  was  going 
on  in  Portugal,  and  volunteers  were  be- 
ing called  for  to  take  part  in  an  expe- 
dition, for  the  purpose  of  placing  Donna 
Maria  da  Gloria,  a  princess  of  Portugal, 
on  the  throne,  which  had  been  usurped 
by  her  uncle,  Don  Miguel.  On  applying 
to  the  officer  in  charge,  the  young  sea- 
man was  at  once  accepted  and  given  the 
rank  of  mate.  At  that  time  the  un- 
happy country  seems  to  have  been  in 
trouble  both  by  sea  and  land,  and  the 
young  officer  being  sent  on  shore  with  a 
detachment  of  sailors  to  garrison  a  castle 
close  to  the  city  of  Oporto,  found  him- 
self and  his  men  unable  to  get  back,  and 
endured  the  hardship  of  a  terrible  siege, 
which  lasted  twenty-two  months,  until 
the  English  and  French  brigades  com- 
pelled the  enemy  to  break  up  the  sie^e 
and  retire  to  Lisbon.  He  was  also  en- 
gaged in  an  important  sea-fight,  off  Cape 
St.  Vincent,  and  for  his  bravery  re- 
ceived the  order  of  the  Tower  and  Sword 
of  Portugal,  which  is  still  in  the  posses- 
sion of  his  descendants. 

The    war    ended    favorably    for    the 


young  Queen,  who  reigned  in  Portugal 
many  years.  She  married  Ferdinand,  ;i 
German  prince  belonging  to  the  same 
family  as  Prince  Albert,  which  accounts 
for  the  friendship  between  the  royal 
houses  of  England  and  Portugal. 

Having  been  discharged,  with  other 
officers,  at  the  end  of  the  war,  Mr.  Slack 
returned  to  England,  but  having  re- 
ceived an  offer  of  a  commission  in  the 
service  of  the  young  Queen  of  Spain,  he 
sailed  in  the  "  Isabella ,'?  schooner  as  first 
lieutenant.  This  expedition  lasted  about 
six  months.  Returning  once  more  to  Eng- 
land, circumstances  called  upon  him  to 
change  the  whole  course  of  his  life,  and 
to  "roam  the  seas  no  more,"  but  to  seek 
a  home  on  land  for  Emma  Colston,  his 
promised  wife.  He  brought  back  after 
those  years  of  warfare  by  land  and  sea, 
a  little  money,  a  head  full  of  ambitious 
plans,  and  a  certain  sailor-like  handiness 
and  hopefulness  which  never  left  him. 
He  had  also  acquired  some  knowledge  of. 
the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  languages, 
and  could  sing  fragments  of  their  war- 
songs  many  years  afterwards.  At  that 
time  many  Englishmen  were  emigrating 
to  Canada,  and  having  thought  of  tak- 
ing up  farming,  he  sailed  for  New  York 
in  1836,  and  arrived  in  Montreal  on  the 
28th  June.  He  settled  in  the  township 
of  Eaton  on  a  farm  of  200  acres,  on 
which  there  was  a  house,  but  much  in 
want  of  repair,  and  there  he  worked 
busily  for  over  two  years.  But  the 
lessons  learned  long  ago  among  the 
Sussex  hills  were  never  forgotten.  Rev. 
J.  Taylor,  the  clergyman  in  charge  of 
Eaton,  fell  into  ill-health,  and  Bishop 
Mountain  of  Quebec,  authorized  Mr. 
Slack  to  act  as  lay-reader,  as  by  this 
time  there  were  a  number  of  English 
emigrants  settled  in  the  country  with  no 
provision  for  religious  ministrations 
among  them.  For  three  years  he  con- 
ducted service  in  the  church  twice  every 
Sunday  in  the  winter,  and  often  in  the 
summer,  and  even  conducted  a  Confirm- 
ation class,  and  spent  many  of  his  lonely 
evenings  in  religious  studies. 

He  visited  England  once  more  in  1830, 
when  he  was  married.  Remaining  until 
the  Spring,  he  and  his  wife  sailed  for 
Canada,  and  after  a  dangerous  voyage, 
and  a  perilous  experience  among  ice- 
bergs, arrived  at  Quebec.  They  remained 
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at  Eaton  till  1843,  when  in  the  month 
of  May,  he  was  ordained  deacon,  by 
Bishop  Mountain  of  Quebec.  He  had 
not  taken  this  step  without  serious 
thought,  having  always  hoped  to  return 
to  England,  where  his  mother  still  lived. 
but  in  failing  health.  His  wife  also 
longed  to  see  her  native  land  once  more, 
but  with  the  same  spirit  which  animates 
the  missionaries  of  our  day,  they  gave 
up  all — and  with  their  three  young  chil- 
dren, removed  to  the  newly  opened  mis- 
sion of  Granby,  where  the  framework  of 
a  church  had  been  put  up,  but  no  stated 
(  liurch  services  had  been  held.  But  for 
one  of  that  faithful  couple,  the  days  of 
self-denial  were  not  to  be  long.  After  a 
few  hours  illness,  the  young  wife  and 
mother  was  called  to  her  rest  on  the  30th 
of  August,  1843.  Seven  days  after- 
wards, in  England,  his  own  beloved 
mother  died.  So  neither  ever  knew  on 
earth  when  the  other  passed  away.  In 
January,  1845,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Isabella  A.  Johnston,  of  Abbotsford, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Johnson, 
who  faithfully  filled  a  mother's  place  to 
the  three  little  ones,  and  assisted  in  his 
parish  work,  especially  in  the  Sunday 
School,  and  in  many  charitable  deeds  to 
the  poor.  The  church  in  Granby  was 
finished,  a  burying-ground  consecrated, 
and  services  held  in  different  parts  of 
the  parish.  In  1850,  he  removed  to 
Milton  and  soon  found  plenty  of  work  to 
do.  opening  a  new  mission  at  South 
Roxton,  where  he  held  services  in  a 
school-house  for  many  years — sometimes 
preaching  to  French  Protestants  in  their 
own  language.  Those  were  days  of  hard 
work,  both  on  his  little  farm,  and  while 
performing  his  duties,  travelling  many 
miles  over  the  bad  roads  of  those  days, 
baptizing  many  children,  leading  in  the 
singing,  and  ever  ready  to  lend  a  hand 
to  any  one  in  need.  As  some  years  after- 
wards he  was  appointed  Rural  Dean,  he 
was  brought  in  touch  with  different 
parts  of  the  townships  so  that  though  he 
actually  resided  but  ten  years  in  Missis- 
quoi,  he  knew  the  county  well. 

Rev.  .Jas.  Jones,  of  Bedford,  having 
resigned,  on  account  of  old  age,  Mr. 
Slack  became  Rector  in  1864,  removing 
there  with  his  family,  in  March.  The 
Church  needed  repairs,  and  once  more 
he   found   plenty  of  work  in  the  parish. 


He  soon  had  a  florishing  Sunday-School. 
Children  were  always  dear  to  him,  and 
he  took  great  pleasure  in  organizing 
treats  for  them,  when  they  would  often 
be  allowed  to  wander  round  his  garden, 
but  no  damage  was  ever  done,  nor  any- 
thing destroyed.  He  loved  young  people, 
and  naturally  they  gathered  to  him.  He 
took  great  interest  in  Bishop's  College, 
Lennoxville,  where  his  sons  were  educ- 
ated. In  his  parish  he  was  ever  faithful 
in  visiting  the  sick,  especially  the  poor 
consumptives,  whose  cases  were  so  hope- 
less in  those  days,  and  he  often  tried  to 
while  away  the  weary  hours  by  reading 
to  them  from  some  entertaining  book. 
He  often  accompanied  the  late  Bishop 
Fulford  in  his  visitations,  as  being  a 
skilful  driver,  the  Bishop  relied  upon 
him  to  pilot  him  safely  over  rough  roads 
in  the  newer  parts  of  the  country,  and 
once  he  made  the  rounds  of  the  parishes 
up  the  Ottawa.  But  before  he  had  hardly 
reached  old  age,  came  a  sudden  blow. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Corporation  of 
Bishop's  College  and  in  the  spring  of 
1872,  was  returning  by  a  night  train 
from  a  meeting  at  Lennoxville,  when  the 
breaking  of  a  rail  caused  the  train  to 
leave  the  track  and  roll  down  an  em- 
bankment between  St.  Hyacinthe  and 
Montreal.  No  one  was  killed,  but  several 
were  badly  injured.  Mr.  Slack  had  two 
ribs  broken,  and  though  he  lived  four- 
teen months,  was  hardly  ever  free  from 
pain.  But  with  Browning,  in  one  of  his 
later  poems  he  might  have  said : 

"I   was   ever   a   fighter,   yet   one   fights 
more. ' ' 

This  time  it  was  a  struggle  against 
bodily  pains  and  weakness — endeavoring 
to  do  his  duty  to  the  last.  Having 
resigned  his  parish,  he  removed  to  Mont- 
real, and  recovered  sufficiently  to  start 
a  small  mission,  holding  services  in  a 
i  com.,  and  the  congregation  he  gathered 
round  him  were  afterwards  formed  into 
St.  Jude's  parish.  In  June,  1874,  he 
went  to  Abbotsford,  to  take  the  Sunday 
duty  for  Rev.  F.  Robinson,  his  brother- 
in-law,  absent  from  ill -health.  This 
journey,  short  as  he  would  have  thought 
it  once,  was  too  much  for  him.  He  re- 
turned to  Montreal  feeling  very  ill,  and 
in  just  a  week,  on  July  4th,  1874,  after 
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a  few  hours'  unconsciousness,  he  died. 
With  all  honors  from  the  city  and  coun- 
try clergy,  and  his  many  friends,  his 
remains  were  taken  to  Granby,  his  first 
parish,  and  buried  by  the  side  of  the 
wife  he  had  lost  many  years  before.  But 
of  him  it  may  truly. be  said  :  "Gone,  but 
not  forgotten,"  for  though  more  then 
thirty  years  have  passed  since  that  sad 
day,  many  through  the  country  still  re- 
member his  deeds  of  kindness,  and  speak 
of  him  with  affection  and  gratitude. 
From  some  of  the  tributes  to  his  memory 
which  appeared  in  Montreal  papers,  the 
following  extracts  are  taken. 

"In  mission  and  parish  work  he  Avas 
indefatigable,  and  there  are  many  now 
living  who  have  good  reason  to  recall  his 
name  with  gratitude,  not  only  for  his 
ever  ready  counsel  and  aid  in  spiritual 
matters,  but  for  benefits  which  are  char- 


acterized by  the  world  as  substantial.  In 
personal  intercourse  Mr.  Slack  was 
always  happy  and  cheerful,  even  under 
physical  suffering;  one  of  those  rare  men 
whom  even  in  joy  or  sorrow,  it  does  one 
good  to  meet."  Granby  has  greatly 
changed,  even  since  he  was  laid  to  rest. 
Where  once  a  quiet  road  led  to  the  grave 
yard,  a  factory  stands,  and  new  streets 
have  been  built  up,  but  the  little;  river 
still  runs  at  the  bottom  of  its  little 
valley,  close  to  the  cemetery  where  these 
pioneers  rest.  All  three  are  together 
now,  the  brave  missionary,  the  gentle 
English  wife,  whose  days  of  home  sick- 
ness are  over  long  ago,  and  the  noble 
and  dignified  partner  of  his  later  years, 
and  an  ancient  pine  tree  keeps  watch 
over  their  graves. 

E.  M.  M. 
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Battle  of  Moore's  Corner, 


The  following  story  was  written  by  the 
late  Samuel  Gale  Taylor,  brother  of 
Ralph  Taylor.  Ex-M.P.P.  for  the  amuse- 
ment of  his  son.  Samuel  Gale  Taylor,  Jr., 
in  1877.  Mr.  Taylor  was  horn  in  Philips- 
burg,  P.Q.,  on  February  8.  1829,  and 
lived  there  until  1852,  when  he  moved  to 
( 'hicago,  111. 

'"AY hen  I  was  a  little  boy  about  eight 
years  old.  there  was  a  rebellion  in  Can- 
ada where  I  was  born  and  lived. 

' -  One  morning  in  the  early  part  of 
December.  I  remember  seeing  a  lot  of 
rebels,  about  100  in  number  marching 
up  the  hill  past  my  father's  house,  and 
as  one  of  our  men  shook  a  whip  at  them. 
and  called  them  cowardly  rebels,  they 
halted  just  in  front  of  our  house,  and 
some  of  them  started  to  attack  the  man, 
but  their  leader  ordered  them  into  line, 
and  after  a  few  minutes  consultation 
they  marched  on. 

•"They  went  to  Swanton,  a  small  vil- 
lage in  Vermont,  about  9  miles  from  our 
place.  This  place  Avas  the  mustering 
point  in  the  States  where  the  rebels  con- 
gregated. 

''On  the  same  day  about  500  of  them, 
well  armed  and  with  two  pieces  of 
cannon  started  to  invade  Canada,  and 
join  their  companions  who  were  already 
in  arms  there.  In  this  they  were  signally 
defeated,  for  the  alarm  had  been  given 
early  in  the  morning,  and  the  militia 
were  hurriedly  called  together  from  the 
adjoining  parishes,  and  by  night  4  or  500 
of  them  were  in  arms  and  ready  for  the 
rebels. 

u About  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the 
rebels  reached  Saxe's  Mills,  a  small  Post 
Hamlet  on  the  border  of  Vermont,  and 
there  held  a  eounci]  of  war  as  to  which 
road  they  should  take,  whether  to  go 
through  the  village  of  Phil  ipshurg,  or  to 
take  the  road  which  runs  about  2  miles 
east  of  the  village.  They  finally  decided 
to  take  the  latter-  road,  and  commenced 
their-  march  for  the  invasion  of  Canada. 

"In  the  meantime  the  militia  were 
advised  of  their  movements  by  their 
scouts,  and   broke  camp  about  8  o'clock 


in  the  evening,  and  after  a  hurried 
march  of  2  miles  came  upon  the  rebels 
at  a  cross  road  called  Moore's  Corners. 
The  night  was  quite  dark,  and  as  soon 
as  the  rebels  were  discovered  by  the 
militia,  the  firing  commenced.  The 
rebels  soon  became  panic  stricken,  and 
fled  in  the  greatest  haste  and  confusion 
back  to  the  States,  abandoning  their  2 
pieces  of  cannon,  their  colors  and  part 
of  their  small  arms. 

"This  was  a  wicked  and  iniquitous  in- 
vasion by  the  rebels,  and  it  was  only 
their  great  cowardice  in  running  away 
as  they  did,  that  saved  them  from  being 
whipped  by  the  loyal  tories. 

'"This  scrimmage  is  called  the  "Battle 
of  Moore's  Corners",  and  was  celebrated 
every  year  after,  for  a  good  many  years, 
by  a  grand  ball  in  honor  of  the  event. 

"As  affairs  were  so  unsettled  on  the 
border,  my  father  thought  it  best  to 
send  my  mamma,  my  sister  and  myself 
into  the  States  for  a  while.  We  were 
sent  to  a  Mr.  Saxe  's,  a  friend  of  the  fam- 
ily, who  lived  at  a  little  place  called 
Saxe's  Mills,  about  four  miles  from  our 
place.  There  was  a  little  country  store 
and  Post  Office  there,  and  also  a  small 
grist  and  saw  mill. 

"I  went  into  the  store  the  next  morn 
ing  and  found  it  full  of  people,  and  they 
were  all  talking  of  the  rebellion.  They 
all  sympathised  with  the  rebels  and  were 
not  at  all  complimentary  to  England.  Of 
course  i  was  so  young  that  I  could  only 
listen  to  them,  but  I  did  not  like  what 
they  said,  and  I  made  up  my  mind  that, 
I  would  not  stay  there  another  day  and 
listen  to  such  treason. 

''My  father  rode  over  on  horseback  in 
the  after-noon  to  see  how  we  were  getting 
along  ,and  as  soon  as  I  saw  him,  I  asked 
him  if  I  could  not  go  back  with  him,  as 
I  did  not  like  it  there  as  they  were  all 
rebel  sympathisers.  He  said: — "Ask 
mamma".  So  I  went  and  asked  my 
mamma,  and  she  said,  "You  must  ask 
papa."  I  did  not  wait  any  longer  to 
ask  anybody,  but  tucked  my  pantaloons 
into  the  tops  of  my  boots,  as  the  roads 
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were  vpry  muddy,  and  started  for  home 
without  saying  good-bye  to  anybody.  The 
road  was  wry  muddy,  but  I  trudged 
along  without  seeing  anybody,  and  in 
about  an  hour  I  came  up  to  where  our 
pickets  were  posted  on  our  side  of  the 
line.  As  soon  as  I  saw  them  I  felt  as  if 
I  had  returned  to  my  own  country,  and 
altho'  I  had  been  gone  only  about  24 
hours,  it  seemed  a  month  to  me. 

"When  my  father  was  ready  to  start 
for  home,  I  could  not  be  fouiid  any- 
where, and  then  they  suspected  that  1 
had  run  away.    My  father  rode  home  as 


last  as  he  could  to  sec  what  had  become 
of  me,  and  when  he  reached  home  1  was 
the  first  one  to  salute  him.  He  seemed 
rather  pleased  at  my  independence  in 
going  alone  as  I  did,  and  did  not  scold 
me  at  all  as  1  was  afraid  he  would. 

"This  was  my  last  experience  in  being 
sent  away  to  the  "States";  and  after  a 
little  while,  when  as  affairs  had  quieted 
down,  my  mother  and  sister  returned 
home. ' ' 

SAMUEL  GALE  TAYLOR,  Sr. 
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The  Birth  of  Dunham  Township, 


Dunham,  P.Q..  July  13,   TO. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  News. 

Having  perused  the  last  number  of  the 
Missisquoi  County  Historical  Societv 
with  much  interest  and  satisfaction,  I 
come  upon  the  subject  at  the  head  of  this 
paper,  upon  which  in  past  times  1  have 
spent  much  time  and  interest  in  the  re- 
search. 

While  there  are  as  many  as  thirteen 
Suttons  in  England  and  fourteen  more 
in  which  Sutton  is  a  compound  with 
other  names  (South-town)  there  are  only 
three  Dunhams,  one  each,  in  Nottingham. 
Norfolk,  and  Cheshire  Counties. 

Not  all  are  aware  that  this  County  of 
Missisquoi  was  once  officially  named 
Buckinghamshire  (see  Wild's  map  of 
Lower  Canada  of  1809)  and  all  the  town- 
ships, with  the  exception  of  those  in  the 
District  of  Bedford,  are  named  from 
places  in  Buckinghamshire  and  border- 
ing counties,  in  the  land  in  which  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  had  lived,  at  Bull- 
strode  Park,  three  miles  from  Beacons- 
field,  and  six  from  Amersham,  the  only 
two  places  of  importance  not  named  in 
the  new  Canadian  reproduced  county. 
And  why  were  these  two  important 
places  so  close  to  the  domicile  of  the 
noble  surveyor  not  so  reproduced  was  a 
great  puzzler  to  me,  to  whom  the  re- 
naming of  such  little  places  as  Horton 
and  other  minor  hamlets  had  been  a  sur- 
prise ! 

I  was  determined  to  find  out  if  possi- 
ble, and  this  1  found,  that  the  Duke  had 
two  servants  From  his  own  neighborhood 
employed  on  this  to  him  most  interesting 
project.  One  named  Dunham  and  an- 
other Amand.  Observe,  not  spelled  with 
an  ")•'"  as  now  Armand,  but  Amand, 
.just  as  St.  Amand  is,  and  on  the  early 
maps  appears.  I  saw  the  great  grandson 
of  Dunham   the  surveyor  in   1862,  then 


chief  of  local  police  and  a  butcher  of 
prosperous  standing  in  Beaconsfield, 
where  my  parents  then  lived.  Amersham 
is  a  small  town  named  after  the  St. 
Amands,  a  noble  family  who  owned  the 
domain  of  Kingsey,  whose  numerous  des- 
cendants are  now  called  Amand  and 
nearer  London,  by  the  cockney  change 
into  Hammond.  The  river  girt,  and  elm 
skirted  situation  at  Bedford,  could  not 
but  have  reminded  these  surveyors  of  the 
like  condition  prevailing  at  Bedford. 
England,  and  perhaps  suggested  Sutton, 
Potton,  and  Stanbridge  all  of  the  same 
county  of  Bedford,  England.  Their 
survey,  which  began  in  the  St.  Francis 
Valley,  terminated  at  Missisquoi  Bay, 
and  the  two  last  townships  were  named 
by  these  two  men,  Dunham  and  Amand, 
before  returning  to  Montreal  by  the 
feasible  water  route  then  as  practical  as 
now.  In  1862  I  saw  W.  H.  Dunn,  Esq., 
of  Kintbury,  Berks,  at  the  instance  of 
the  Rector  and  Churchwardens,  who  de- 
sired funds  to  repair  and  erect  a  spire 
on  the  parish  church  in  Dunham.  But 
he  disclaimed  the  contention  in  the  peti- 
tion I  carried,  that  the  township  was 
named  from  his  grandfather,  Major 
Dunn  with  two  n's.  I  have  possessed 
documentary  evidence  of  all  my  research, 
and  also  of  the  Gale  family,  one  of  whose 
nieces  resided  at  Beaconsfield,  and  show- 
ed me  many  letters  from  Judge  Gale 
(the  elder)  and  his  fine  repeating  watch. 
My  maps  are  now  in  the  hands  of  Judge 
McCord's  son  at  Temple  Grove,  in  Mon- 
treal, and  I  shall  not  trouble  you  again, 
but  wish  to  thank  you  in  anticipation  of 
inserting  what  I  consider  even  a  more 
accurate,  though  agreeing  in  essentials, 
with  the  statements  most  important  as 
history  of  the  "Birth  of  Dunham  Town- 
ship." 

EDMUND  L.  WATSON. 
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Reminiscences  of  the  Early  Settlers 

in  Dunham, 


1.  The  house  where  I  was  born,  con- 
taining one  living  room,  bed-room,  and 
pantry, — with  attic. — The  big  fire  place 
and  oven  at  the  end.  2.  The  "bunk'' — 
a  lounge  by  da}',  and  opened  out  for  a 
bed  at  night:  The  ''Pressed  bed", — up- 
right by  day,  like  a  wardrobe — let  down 
and  made  into  a  bed  for  night.  3.  The 
first  stove — "  Wainright",  one  story  at 
the  back — with  large  round  griddle — to 
hold  a  large  brass  kettle  ; — and  two  story 
front, — the  top  for  an  oven,  and  enlarged 
at  sides  for  oval  shaped  boilers;  the 
bottom  for  the  wood  and  fire — extending 
to  the  end.  The  fire  place  had  a  bar  of 
iron  fastened  at  one  side,  in  wall,  so  as 
to  swing  in  or  out  as  required, — with 
long  iron  hooks,  on  which  the  tea  kettle, 
and  pots  of  iron  used  in  cooking  vegeta- 
bles were  hung,  each  with  close  fitting 
covers ; — and  before  the  fire  was  a  tin 
oven — or  "Baker" — (it  was  called)  — 
being  a  sheet  iron  pan  on  four  legs, — 6 
inches  above  the  hot  burning  coals  piled 
underneath; — and  over  this  pan — a 
bright  tin  top  (a  half  roof)  open  to  the 
fire  side, — was  opened  by  hinges  at  the 
back;  and  this  reflected  the  heat  on  the 
top  of  the  cake  to  bake  it,  while  the 
often  replenished  coals  below,  cooked  it 
at  the  bottom.  A  large  iron  kettle  on 
three  legs,  with  deep  sunken  cover  on 
top,  held  coals,  and  coals  piled  under- 
neath, cooked  a  stew:  or  a  boiled  pud- 
ding for  dinner.  5.  The  beds  were  warm- 
ed at  night  before  retiring,  by  a  burnish- 
ed copper  pan,  with  long  wood  handle, — 
coals  inside,  and  cover  tightly  closed; — 
moved  up  ond  down  between  the  sheets. 
6.  The  *  *  Foot- warmer ' ',  taken  to  Church, 
or  to  barns  where  meetings  were  held 
for  worship ; — was  a  metal  box  with  a 
bail  to  carry  it  by, — and  hot  coals  inside 
of  hard  wood,  to  last  during  service; 
these  were  passed  from  one  to  another — 
in  turn  as  required :  most  families  had 
one.  6.  The  flax  wheel,  which  stood  Avait- 
ing  by  the  fire  side,  and  when  the  chil- 
dren were  in  bed — the  mother  spun  the 


flax  into  yarn  ready  for  the  loom,  which 
was  set  up  in  this  family  room ;  and 
such  fine  strong  linen  cloth  was  woven 
by  her  deft  hands; — dainty  designs  for 
table  cloths ;  and  coarser,  for  towels ;  and 
plain  cloth  for  sheets  and  pillow  cases. 
A  heavier  quality  was  colored,  to  make 
striped  cloth  for  women's  and  children's 
dresses.  On  this  loom,  was  woven  the 
wool,  (each  farmer  had  his  flock  of 
sheep),  which  being  clipped  from  the 
sheep  and  cleansed,  was  carded  and 
carded  into  rolls  for  the  spinning,  and 
made  into  cloth  for  men 's  clothing.  Also 
some  useful  and  ornamental  bed  coATers, 
in  two  colors,  with  an  elaborate  design; 
these  were  called,  ' '  coverlets. ' '  All  the 
wool  was  then  made  up  at  home  ;  but  the 
best  cloth  wras  sent  to  a  mill  to  be  press- 
ed, and  given  a  finish  or  "gloss" — on 
the  outside,  and  colored — if  required  for 
dresses,  or  men 's  suits ;  every  day  cloth- 
ing was  thus  made  up  at  home,  by  the 
industrious  mother  and  helpers.  7.  The 
first  event  in  my  memory  of  political 
connection  was,  a  wonderful  exhibition 
of  the  "Aurora  Borealis,"  the  winter 
before  the  outbreak  of  the  "French  Re- 
bellion" in  1837.  I  was  greatly  pleased 
to  see  it  described  by  our  1st  Bishop. 
— Mountain,  of  Quebec,  in  his  "memoirs 
of  his  missionary  work  in  Canada".  1 
was  a  small  child  then;  I  had  been  put 
to  bed  in  this  same  ' l  pressed ' '  bed,  when 
I  was  wakened  out  of  my  sleep,  by  hear- 
ing excited  voices,  and  the  older  mem- 
bers of  the  family  were  looking  out  of 
the  window, — seeming  filled  with  excite- 
ment and  wonder ;  I  begged  my  father  to 
take  me  up  and  let  me  see  it.  He 
wrapped  me  in  the  bed  clothes,  and  took 
me  out  of  doors ;  and  I  can  never  forget 
the  wonderful  and  grand  display  I  saw ; 
the  clouds  had  overspread  the  sky  on  all 
sides,  and  were  of  a  blood  red  color, — 
not  solid  clouds,  but  broken,  and  shoot- 
ing upwards  like  flames  of  fire ;  and  this 
was  reflected  on  the  snow  in  fainter 
shades  of  color.    It  was  looked  upon  with 
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superstitious  dread  by  many  who  said, 
it  was  a  sure  harbinger  of  war:  and  they 
believed  it  confirmed  when  the  Rebellion 
broke  out  soon  after.  This  was  a  time  of 
great  anxiety  to  our  people,  and  tried 
what  men  and  women  were  made  of  in 
many  ways ; — coming  as  it  did  in  the 
autumn,  when  the  heads  of  families  were 
'•ailed  out  to  defend  their  homes  and 
property  from  the  Foe.  Each  town  had 
enrolled  all  the  men  of  21  and  up- 
wards :  and  they  met  for  regular  drill. 
once  or  twice  a  week.  My  father  at  this 
time,  had  built  a  large  two  story  front 
in  addition  to  his  old  one  story  house :  it 
was  all  enclosed,  and  roof  finished;  but 
the  upper  story  was  all  in  one  large  room 
with  a  good  floor  laid  ;  and  as  he  was  one 
of  the  officers,  he  let  them  meet  and  drill 
in  the  upper  room,  where  my  mother 
sometimes  took  me  to  see  them  go 
through  their  evolutions — as  we  sat  near 
the  top  of  the  stairs.  I  well  remember 
how  frightened  I  was,  when  one  of  my 
uncles  pointed  his  gun,  and  aimed  at  me, 
— but  his  smile  reassured  me,  that  1 
was  not  to  be  shot  then.  I  think  my 
father  and  our  neighbors  were  all  called 
out.  to  be  in  readiness,  and  were 
stationed  at  Philipsburg;  at  first,  sleep- 
ing in  the  old  church  there.  While  they 
were  away,  the  cold  weather  came  on ; 
and  shoes  were  wanted  for  the  chil- 
dren; and  the  cattle  had  to  be  housed; 
and  the  women  were  left  with  only  a 
1  toy  or  some  man  unfit  to  go  to  camp ; 
Mini  they  had  to  fill  the  gap  at  home.  My 
mother — who  was  equal  to  most  emer- 
gencies, made  a  pair  of  shoes,  and  mend- 
ed others  for  her  children.  In  those  days 
shoemakers  came  to  the  house  and  did 
up  the  shoe  making  once  or  twice  a  year, 
and  each  farmer  usually  had  a  sett  of 
tools,  and  bench,  and  leather  tanned 
from  his  own  flock. 

1  will  here  go  back  and  give  some 
facts,  F  heard  from  my  father  and  uncles, 
of  the  difficulties  and  struggles  that  our 
early  settlers  had  to  combat  with,  on 
arriving  here  in  Canada,  After  they 
had  cleared  land  enough,  to  cultivate 
their-  wheat  and  corn,  there  was  no  mill 
to  grind  the  grain,  nearer  than  Philips- 
burg;— and  no  roads  except  those  traced 
out  through  the  forest,  and  marked  by 
notching  the  trees  on  each  side  of  the 
track,  where  no  waggon  could  pass;  so 


the  men  took  a  bag  of  grain  on  horse- 
back, walking  themselves  most  of  the  way 
to  the  mill, — 18  miles  or  more  to  Philips- 
burg. Sometimes  they  could  not  get  it 
ground  so  as  to  return  before  dark  ami 
must  either  run  the  risk  of  losing  their 
way,  or  encounter  wolves,  that  were 
often  heard  at  night  near  their  homes, 
or  stay  over  night,  and  return  by  day. 
In  this  way  the  women  also  rode,  when 
going  some  distance  from  home — riding 
behind  their  husbands,  on  the  horse,  with 
a  pad  behind  the  saddle  for  her  comfort. 
It  required  some  skill  and  practice  to 
keep  one 's  balance ;  but  it  was  a  social 
and  amusing  Avay  of  traveling.  I  was 
told  by  the  old  lady  herself,  that  she 
rode  in  this  way  with  a  babe  in  her  arms. 
— three  days  old,  about  three  miles.  The 
mother  had  died,  and  this  good  woman 
had  adopted  the  infant.  I  well  remember 
the  first  waggons  for  road  travel:  with 
leather  straps, (several  thicknesses  stitch- 
ed together)  extending  from  axle  to  axle, 
and  the  waggon  box  fastened  securely  to 
it,  so  as  to  break  the  jolts,  from  the 
roughness  of  the  roads.  The  corn  was 
sometimes  coarsely  ground  at  home,  in  a 
hand  mill  for  that  purpose,  and  this 
coarse  meal  was  made  into  a  pudding 
called  "  pomeny  " —  by  long  boiling 
over  the  fire.  Another  way  was  to  soak 
the  kernels  in  a  weak  lye,  made  of  ashes, 
and  then  soaked  in  water  till  the  hulls 
came  off,  and  boiling  till  tender;  this  was 
eaten  in  milk  or  molasses,  and  much  en- 
joyed by  the  youngsters  as  well  as  the 
elders;  it  wras  usually  made  after  the 
soft  soap  making  was  finished,  and  using 
the  last  of  the  lye.  In  time,  a  mill  was 
built  on  the  brook  north  of  the  village — 
\  mile,  by  a  Mr.  Haven,  which  was  a 
great  boon  to  the  farmers,  it  was  after- 
wards owned  by  Mr.  Levi  Stevens ;  it  is 
now  pulled  down ;  it  was  close  to  the 
covered  bridge.  In  spite  of  all  the  hard- 
ships and  struggles  of  these  early  pion- 
eers, to  make  homes  for  themselves  and 
families,  in  this  new  country,  there  was 
a  brighter  side,  as  neighbours  began  to 
come  nearer ;  and  mutual  help  was  given 
by  "bees", — each  one  giving  his  share 
in  the  felling  of  trees,  logging,  and 
"raisings", — followed  by  a  feast  of  good 
things, — by  the  housewife  after  the  day's 
labour  was  over.  Later  on, — when  apples 
were    grown,    "paring    bees",    wrere    in 
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great  favour.  When — after  the  work 
ended  at  9  p.m.,  and  the  workers  had 
refreshments  passed  around,  then  came 
the  funii  games,  story  telling,  and  sing- 
ing, and — when  a  Fiddler  could  be 
found,  then — dancing,  till  the  "wee 
small  hours'1.  Singing  schools,  came 
later,  and  all — who  had  voices — were 
taught  the  rudiments  of  music,  and  to 
sing  Hymns,  and  Church  music,  by  a 
man  who  went  round  from  one  village 
to  another;  teaching  what  lie  knew, 
sometimes  not  a  great  amount,  but  the 
young  people  did  not  mind  that;  it  was 
their  time  for  fun  and  flirtations ;  and 
jolly  sleigh  drives,  as  they  often  ex- 
changed visits  with  other  schools,  and 
sang  together,  to  show  off  their  attain- 
ments. Quillings  were  the  social  gather- 
ings of  the  matrons ;  as  neighbors  gath- 
tedious  work  speed  on  quickly,  while 
their  tongues  flew  faster  than  their 
needles  did.  I  well  remember  too,  the 
ered  in  to  assist  one  another  and  make  the 
social  evenings ;  when  friends  came  in. 
and  all  gathered  round  the  cheerful  fire 
in  the  large  fireplace,  with  its  big  logs 
resting  on  the  andirons,  and  throwing 
out  such  a  warm  glow  and  light  over  all ; 
and  the  jug  of  cider  (home  made)  pass- 
ed to  each  guest;  the  apples  and  nut 
•cracking  by  the  juniors,  and  songs  and 
stories;  gave  a  real  satisfaction  and  en- 
joyment, that  is  not  met  with  in  modern 
drawing  room  ceremonials  of  to-day.  The 
educational  side  of  life  was  not  neglect- 
ed, as  one  might  now  imagine.  What  was 
taught  was  thoroughly  taught ;  and  was 
not  made  second  to  "sports",  as  in  these 
days  it  seems  to  be.  "Government 
schools"  were  under  the  charge  of  such 
men  as  "Arthur"  father  of  a  future 
president  of  the  United  States,  "Bing- 
ham", "Dana",  and  "Lucy  Stevens", 
noted  teachers.    Good  spelling  was  much 


in  favor,  and  made  an  exciting  jiiiiiis.-- 
ment,  by  means  of  spelling  contests  be- 
tween schools;  even  Saturday  afternoon 
a  match  was  carried  on  in  each  school 
by  the  scholars  and  teacher,  to  prepare 
for  an  evening  contest  with  some  other 
school — later  on. 

I  hope  I  may  be  excused,  if  I  here 
relate  an  amusing  incident,  I  was  witnes 
to  in  my  home :  An  old  lady  came  to 
visit  and  spend  the  day  with  my  mother, 
(and  as  was  the  habit  of  most  old  women 
in  those  days,  to  smoke  a  pipe  "for  their 
digestion"),  she  had  forgotten  to  bring 
her  pipe,  and  had  only  her  tobacco  with 
her;  unfortunately,  no  one  in  father's 
house  smoked.  So  a  pipe  was  not  in 
evidence  for  her  use :  my  mother  quietly 
left  the  room,  and  soon  came  back,  with 
a  large  corn  cob,  which  she  had  shelled, 
and  she  then  cut  it  the  right  length  from 
the  big  end;  curved  out  the  center  from 
the  bowl,  and  bored  a  round  hole  in  the 
side  near,  the  bottom ;  and  inserted  the 
required  length  of  a  clear  goose  quill,  for 
a  stem;  the  tobacco  was  then  added,  and 
the  old  lady  tried  it  and  was  delighted 
with  the  new  and  original  pipe.  I  well 
remember  the  hearty  laughter  which 
followed.  The  old  lady  declared  — "she 
had  never  enjoyed  her  pipe  so  well  in 
her  life  before".  Snuff  taking  was  an- 
other habit  of  early  settlers,  (not  all), 
and  one  of  the  courtesies  at  entertain 
ments,  or  on  meeting  a  friend — was  for 
the  possessor  of  a  snuff  box  to  take  it 
out,  rapn  it  well  before  opening  tin1 
cover,  and  then  passing  it  to  the  guest, 
or  all  in  the  room,  and  it  was  a  mark  of 
discourtesy  to  refuse  to  take  a  pinch, 
with  the  fore  finger  and  thumb — but 
it  could  be  quietly  scattered  on  the  floor 
if  not  desired  by  any  one  present. 

H.  WATSON. 
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Episodes  of  Rebellion  Days. 


Contiguity  to  a  frontier  lias  its  dis- 
advantages— especially  if  the  citizens 
of  the  opposite  side  of  the  division  line 
are  disposed  to  be  unfriendly.  Some 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  southern  part 
of  Missisquoi  have  had  occasion  to  la. 
ment  its  contiguity  to  the  45th  degree 
of  north  latitude,  on  more  than  one 
occasion. 

During  the  internal  troubles,  of 
183  <-9,  refugees  from  Canadian  justice, 
on  account  of  their  lawlessness  or  their 
opposition  to  constituted  authority, 
found  a  welcome  haven  and  a  ready 
sympathy,  among  the  citizens  of  the 
frontier  states  of  Vermont  and  New 
York.  Some  of  these  refugees  were 
not  adverse  to  avenging  themselves, 
their  associates  and  their  cause,  upon 
some  of  the  Queen's  good  Canadian 
subjects,  whose  sole  offence  was  that 
they,  or  members  of  their  family,  had 
enrolled  themselves  in  the  Missisquoi 
militia,  for  the  defence  of  their  sover- 
eign, their  country  and  their  homes. 

During  the  whole  of  the  winter  of 
1838-9,  the  "censitaires"  of  Foucault 
were  kept  in  a  state  of  fear  and  trepida- 
tion, by  the  raids  which  were  made 
into  the  seigniory,  by  these  refugees 
and  their  sympathizers. 

On  the  30th  of  December,  1838,  the 
house  and  outbuildings  of  John  Gib- 
sou,  in  that  part  of  the  seigniory  known 
as  "Beech  Ridge,"  now  in  the  parish  of 
St.  George  de  Clarence ville,  lot  4,  con- 
cession  9,  and  of  three  of  his  neighbors, 
were  attacked  by  a  hostile  crowd,  who 
had  blackened  their  faces,  to  avoid 
recognition,  and  driven  over  from  Al- 
burgh,  in  sleighs,  in  the  dead  of  the 
night.  After  terrorizing  them  and 
their  I'm  mi  lies,  and  driving  them  from 
their  homes,  they  se1  fire  to  their  build- 
ings. 

One  Grogan,  a  rebel  sympathizer  and 
suspected  spy,  who  resided  on  lot  5, 
concession  8,  is  alleged  to  have  notified 
the  refugees  of  the  withdrawal  of  the 
patrol,  which  meant,  of  course,  that  it 
was  an  opportune  time  for  a  raid  across 
the   frontier.     The  people  of  the  local- 


ity became  so  incensed  at  Grogan,  that 
Mrs.  Grogan  was  notified  to  vacate  her 
house  with  her  children,  as  it  was  about 
to  be  destroyed.  Grogan  was  already 
in  the  United  States.  As  soon  as  Mrs. 
Grogan  had  left,  the  buildings  were  set 
fire  to  and  destroyed. 

A  more  cruel  piece  of  lawlessness 
and  ruffianism  was  committed,  on  the 
3rd  of  February,  1839,  by  a  party  of 
refugees  and  sympathizers,  who  drove 
to  the  farm  of  Abraham  Vosburgh, 
familiarly  known  as  "Brom"  Vos- 
burgh, on  lot  2,  concession  3,  of  Fou- 
cault. 

The  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  of  the 
district  reported  the  circumstances  as 
follows : — 

"Vosburg  states  himself  to  be  an 
"American,  of  Dutch  descent,  He  is 
"sixty-two  years  of  age,  and  has  lived 
"with  his  family  for  forty-three  years, 
"on  the  farm  where  he  nearly  met  his 
1 '  death ;  from  his  conversation,  I  should 
"think  him  an  intelligent  and  industri- 
"ous  man,  and  such  is  the  character  he 
"has  always  borne  among  his  neigh- 
bors. He  has  himself  taken  no  part 
"in  the  late  troubles  in  the  country, 
"but  his  son,  a  married  man,  who,  with 
"his  wife  and  three  children,  lived  with 
"his  father  and  mother,  has  served, 
"during  this  winter,  as  a  loyalist  volun- 
teer. The  family  consisted  of  the 
"father  and  mother,  the  son,  his  wife 
"and  three  children,  a  grown-up  un- 
"  married  daughter,  a  widowed  friend 
"and  her  child — making  two  men,  four 
"grown-up  women  and  three  children. 
"it  appears  that  the  neighborhood  has, 
"for  some  time,  been  in  a  great  state 
"of  alarm  and  fear  of  night  attacks, 
"in  consequence  of  information  receiv- 
ed from  Alburg,  Champlain,  Swan- 
"ton  and  other  villages  on  the  Amer- 
"ican  side  of  the  frontier,  and  they 
"seldom  ventured  to  retire  to  bed,  but 
"spent  the  night  in  watching. 

"Between  two  and  three  o'clock  on 
"Saturday  morning,  the  family  were 
"watching,  with  their  clothes  on,  when 
"without  warning  of  any  sort,  the  win- 
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"clows  were  violently  stove  in,  and  the 
"house  entered  by  a  party  of  twelve  or 
' '  fourteen  men,  well  armed  with  muskets 
"and  bayonets.  The  Vosburgs  made  no 
"attempt  at  defence,  but  merely  begged 
"'that  they  would  spare  their  lives.  Th 
"marauders  demanded  money,  and  ter 
'dollars  being  all  the  money  in  th? 
'house  was  given  to  them.  They  then 
'bound  the  two  men  with  cords,  and 
'having  placed  the  women  and  children 
'in  the  kitchen,  took  the  men  with  them 
'into  the  other  rooms  of  the  house,  help- 
'ing  themselves  to  everything  portable 
'and  destroying  that  which  they  could 
'not  remove — then  they  entered  the  kit- 
'chen  and  a  party  of  them  seized  some 
'fire  brands  from  the  hearth,  and  ran 
'towards  the  barn.  They  took  one  pair 
'of  valuable  horses,  and  having  yoked 
'them  to  a  sleigh,  set  fire  to  the  build  - 
'ings — three  horses,  nine  cowts  and 
'eight  calves  perished  in  the  flames — a 
'  large  quantity  of  hay  was  also  destroy- 
'ed — they  brought  the  double  sleigh  to 
'the  house  and  having  loaded  it,  and 
'two  sleighs  they  had  brought  with 
'them,  with  plunder,  they  commenced 
'firing  the  dwelling  house  by  throwing 
'the  fire  about  in  all  directions;  the 
'women  and  children,  as  I  have  stated, 
'were  in  the  kitchen,  while  the  two  men 
'were  detained  in  another  part  of  the 
'house,  which  was  now  burning  in 
'various  parts.  A  party  of  ruffians 
'pushed  the  Vosburgs,  father  and  son, 
'still  bound  with  cords,  into  the  room 
'with  the  women,  and  commenced  but- 
'chering  them.  The  only  man  the  fam- 
'ily  recognized  was  a  Canadian  lad  of 
'between  eighteen  and  nineteen  years 
'old  who  had  formerly  been  a  servant 
'in  the  family,  and  who  doubtless  acted 
'as  guide  in  the  attack.  His  face  was 
'blackened,  but  both  husband  and  wife 
'can  swyear  to  his  identity — this  man 
'commenced  the  attack  by  thrusting  his 
'bayonet  into  Vosburg,  the  younger 's 
'side.  Although  his  hands  wrere  tied, 
'he  continued  to  seize  the  bayonet,  and 
'struggle    with    his    assailant,    and    al- 


though thrice  wounded,  succeeded  in 
"wresting  the  bayonet  from  the  musket 
"and  rushed  through  the  door — the  ruf 
"nans  fired  two  sots  after  him,  but  with- 
' '  out  effect — he  escaped.  Another  of  the 
"party  then  thrust  his  bayonet  into  the 
"father  who  also  succeeded  in  wresting 
"the  bayonet  from  the  top  of  the  iniis- 
"ket.  The  leader  or  officer  of  the  party 
"then  drew  his  sword  and  cut  the  old 
"man  down,  inflicting  a  wound  on  his 
"head  and  face,  he  fell,  and  he  states 
"that  the  first  circumstances  he  remem- 
"bered  before  becoming  sensible,  was 
"seeing  the  first  ruffian  seize  his  musket 
"by  the  barrel  and  endeavour  to  knock 
"his  brains  out  with  the  breach  while  he 
"lay  on  the  ground — from  the  first  blow 
"on  the  head,  he  became  insensible.  You 
1 '  will  keep  in  mind  that  the  women  were 
"all  spectators  of  this  scene,  and  corro 
"'borated  the  evidence  of  old  Vosburgh. 

' '  When  the  ruffians  thought  they  had 
"killed  the  elder  Vosburgh,  they  left 
"the  place  in  their  sleighs — on  crossing 
"the  lines  they  gave  some  shouts  of 
"triumph,  which  alarmed  four  Ameri- 
' '  can  farmers  who  lived  close  to  the  lines 
" — these  men  arose,  and  seeing  the 
"flames  from  the  barn,  came  to  the 
"assistance  of  the  Vosburghs,  and  ulti- 
"mately  succeeded  in  putting  out  the 
"flames,  and  saving  the  dwelling  house. 
"In  the  meantime,  however,  Vosburgh 
"had  recovered  from  his  swoon,  his  fam- 
"ily  had  taken  refuge  in  the  house  of  a 
"neighbor." 

Although  exceedingly  slow  to  take 
action  for  the  suppression  of  these  acts 
of  lawlessness,  the  United  States,  at 
length,  sent  General  Worth,  who  was 
in  command  of  the  Lake  Champlain 
frontier,  to  demand  the  surrender  of  the 
arms  and  ammunition  possessed  by  the 
refugees  and  their  sympathizers,  and, 
thereafter,  peace  and  good  order  prevail- 
ed along  the  frontier.  (The  above  is 
taken  from  Christie's  and  Kingsford's 
histories,  and  private  information  fur- 
nished.) 

J.  C.  McC. 


